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INrRODUCTION
Although not In that initial wave of the small car inva

sion force that hit Amenca S shores In the 50s Datsun

has surged from a late start to a position of virtual domi

nance among today s Imports They have achieved this

status through innovative deSign careful manufacture

thorough dlstnbutlon and reliable parts and service back

up All of this did not happen overnight It was a long and

perhaps to some slow climb to their present position
Datsun owners are both devoted and legion For most

of them the owner s manual In the glove box IS too shal

low but the factory service manual IS too deep Peter

sen s Complete Book of Datsun IS Intended to bndge the

gap between the owner s manual and the service manual

with solid baSIC information In an easy to understand

manner Hopefully It will also enllce the casual Datsun

owner or would be owner Into taking greater Interest In

the marque

Perhaps the background of the company which IS more

tradition steeped than many realize or the dnvlng Impres
sions of the new models or the up to date analysIs of the
used ones will lure potential buyers Into commltllng Maybe
the plethora of easy to do maintenance tune up and re

pair features will prompt an owner to pick up a wrench
and become more Involved with hiS car POSSibly seeing
what others have done to personalize their Datsuns may
stimulate a greater awareness of the Datsun as more than

mere transportation
Whatever turns you the Datsun owner or would be

owner on IS certain to be found within the pages of this

book
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lf1E
INSCROrABLE
DRfAN K SCH

PHOTOS COUATESY NlSAN MOTOR CORPORAliON

NISSAN MOTOR CORPORATION HAS SUCCESSFULL Y BUILT A BIG REPUTATION ON SMALL CARS

Recent
AmenLan sales campaigns

of the Nlssan Motors Corpora
tIon the makers of Datsun au

tomobIles have stressed economy
above all other factors The Datsuns
are excellent small economy Lars well

deSIgned and well made ThIS IS m

part because Datsun IS a pIOneer Japa
nese automobIle manufacturer In fact
smce the oldest ancestor of the compa
ny began bUlldmg cars way back m

1911 It IS onof tbe world s pIOneer
automotIve manufactUrIng rms wltha

hentage datmg back to early days
It all began because the Japanese

became mterested m automobIles and
other early mechanIcal vehIcles at the
tImes tbey were fIrSt mtroduced A few

pnmltIve vehICles were brought to Ja
pan despIte the fact that most of the

countrys roads m those days were ht

erally horse and cart traIls The few
motor vehicles m Japan In the fIrst
deLade of this Lentury were practKally
restncted to operatmg m the cItIes and
theu uburbs and even there only on

the relalIvely few streets and roads
wide and smooth enough for them

The Japanese have alway had me

chanIcal talent and theIr ablhty to

work m metal has long been shown by
theIr swords rehglOm metal statuary
bells and other works It was Just a

matter of tIme before they would set

out to butld an automobtle and one of
the fust they bUIlt was a product of
the oldest ancestor of today s Nlssan
Motors Corp the KWaIshm ha Motor
Car Co founded m 19 II

Kwalshmsha was founded by Mr M
Hashimoto WIth the fmmclal support
of three busmessmen Messers Den

Aoyma and Takeuchi It didn t take
Kwalshmsha long to get theu fust car

bUIlt and by 1916 they were settled
on their productIon Model 41 The car

was named the OAT from the begm
nIng and the name was taken from the
fIrst letters of the names of ItS

backers Den Aoyma and TakeuchI
That where the name Datsun ongl
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nally came from
The Oat 41 was a SImple conven

tIonal economy luxury car It had a

Simple 15hp engme dnvmg ItS baSIC

powertram and ItS body could com

fortably handle fIve passengers ThIS

early Oat was only bUIlt m hmlted
numbers for a number of reasons FIrst
of all they were very expenSive hand
made automobIles and deftnItely a lux

ury m Japan Also the roads of Japan
hmlted the mefulnes of any car to the
10cahtIes of the major CItIes and all

long distance travel was done by boat
or ratlroad For these and other rea

sons there was an overall lack of mter

e t m and demand for motor vehIcles
m Japan

By 1917 the pIOneer Kwalshmsha

Motor Car Co had shpped mto senous

fmanclal dlffKultIes and It had to be
taken over by ItS sales agenLy It be
came the Oat Motor VehICle Co The
new Oat company produced a second

generalIon car called the Model 51

They named It the Datson son of
Oat and added new body styles In

cludmg a party 2 seat roadster The

power was a conventIonal 15 hp water

cooled engme and It drove an equally
conventIonal powertram With a manual
transmISSIon

It wasn t long before the name Dat
son was changed to Datsun beLause
certam IdIOsyncrasies and connotations

of the Japanese language made the old
name undesuable The total productIOn
of Datsuns m the early 1920 s could
stIll be counted m the hundreds smce

the demand and need for motor vehl
des m Japan was stIli mmlmal

Then came the disastrous year 1923
the year of the Great Japanese Earth

quake The small Japan se motor vehI
cle mdustry was badly damaged al
most Wiped out was much of the
other mdustry of Japan The Japanese
ratlroad network on whIch the people
rehed was also destroyed and suddenly
Japan found Itself m need of as much
motor vehIcle transportalIon as It

could qUickly obtam Datsun one of
the half dozen or so Japanese motor

vehIcle makers found new hfe m the

wreckage of the Great Earthquake
They were soon able to dehver new

vehldes to fIll the transportatIOn vacu

um However the vast maJonty of the
new motor vehIcles came from the
UOlted States and other foreIgn coun

tnes that manufactured motor vehIcles
on a large scale

As Japan rose from the smokmg
rums of the 1923 temblonew roads
were bUIlt to help the new motor

transport fIll m whIle the raIlroad
were bemg rehablhtated These new

roads of course beLame a permanent
part of Japan s transportatIOn network
and they encouraged an mcrease m the
use of motor vehKles throughout Ja
pan At thIS lIme Datsun absorbed the

Jltsuyo Automobtle Co and the Jlt
uyo Ltla automobIle became part of

the Datsun hne However Datsun and
the small handful of other Japanese
motor vehICle makers were barely sur

VIVIng and foreign automakers con

lInued to supply almo t all of the vehi
cles for the Japanese market

In the early 1930 s the Japanese gov
emmenf beLame dommated by the Im

penal Japanese Army and the mlhta
nlot were set on an expanSIOnist pro

gram for Japan Japan became mvolved
m overseas mlhtary adventures mostly
m Chma and the mlhtansts began to

need more and more motor vehICles for
theu Lampalgns Datsun and other Jap
anese car makers produced a few of
these machmes but the vast maJonty
of the Impenal Japanese mlhtary vehI
cles were produced outSIde of Japan
ThIS was not acceptable fo the mlhta
nst adventurers m Japan so laws were

passed to encourage the development
of the domestlL Japanese motor vehicle

mdmtry A 1933 law began to make
the ImportatIOn of foreIgn bUIlt ma



1 The 1948 Cros ey I ke Datsun

mml car was one of the f st models

produced after the war This model was

well sUIted to Japan s needs and roads
and was fa fy successful

2 The 1916 Kwalshmsha Oat Model 41

Is the ancestor of all modern Datsuns

DA T name came from the mtlals of

three fmanclal backers

3 An example of the Datsun mml car 6
assembly Ime In 1936 This was afso the

year that a rewlsed wers on of the

Graham PaIge was mtroduced as the

Nlssan Model 70

4 The 1920 Oat Model 41 almost

unchanged from the earlier model was

wery slm lar to the Modef 51 whIch
succeeded It

5 ThIs 1931 Datsun mm car Is the

ancestor of all Datsun current model
mln cars

6 ThIS Model 70 sedan was captured by
the U S Armed Forces durmg World
War II U S Army photo

7 The 1936 Datsun Nlssan Model 70
sedan was bUIlt on the old

Graham Paige toolmg and was Nlssan s

first full SIzed passenger car 7
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THE INSCRUTABLE DREAM

couraged the Japanese automotIve m

dustry and they soon began to expand
and prohferate One of the leaders m

this expansIOn was Datsun
In 1931 Datsun mtroduced a new se

nes of models based on a simple con

ventIonal 4 cyhnder 12 hp engme and

powertram The deSign stressed econo

my practIcahty and rehablhty These
machmes were m the ffilDI ar class
and they were well sUited to the

rugged motonng conditIOns of Japan at

that tIme

In 1933 the Datsun company went

through a reorgamzatIon whICh gave It

ItS present name of N Issan Motors

Corp and the name Datsun was stIli
used for the cars Smce then the hght
cars and truLks have almost all been
called Datsuns and the name Nlssan
has been apphed to heavy trucks and
other commeroal vehldes as well as to

the parent company
In the mId 1930 s the Nlssan compa

ny purchased the toohng for the last
Amencan Graham Paige passenger car

and brought It to Japan In 1936 a

shghtly revised verSIOn of the

1 The first Datsuns mostAmericans
had ever seen were dIsplayed at the Los
Angeles Imported Car Show In 1958

2 The favorable reception at the 58

Imported Car Show led to the tormatlon
of Nlssan s Ameflcan subsldlery Nlssan
Motor Corp In U S A In 1960

3 Some of Datsun s successful racing
cars Include the BRE 240Z 1 2 3 m

C Productlon Class 1971 Ameflcan
Road Race of Champions top left the

Rallye 240 Z whIch fmlshed 1 2 7 In the
1971 East Africa Safari top fight and
the V 12 Nlssan R 382 two tIme winner

of the Japanese Grand PflX

3
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Graham Pa ge was mtroduced as the
N ssan Model 70 and thIS was Nlssan s

fust modem fuU slzed passenger car

It was a 5 pa enger sedan powered by
a 6cyhnder 80hp engme and was the
s ze of the tYP cal medlUm PTlced
Amencan cars of ts day Th s model
was produced until 1940 when the Jap
anese mlhtansts d ctated that most of
theu automotive mdustry be devoted
to the needs of the Impenal Japanese
Army As a matter of fact the m htary
necessIties of World War II soon pre
cluded the productIOn of any Nlssan or

Datsun automobIles so the company s

faclhties could be fuUy devoted to the

productIOn of mlhtary trucks and other

mlhtary eqUIpment
Of course N ssan did ItS b t durmg

World War II and m 1943 It bUIlt a

plant m Yo h wara for the production
of aucraft engmes The end of World
War II was very d ff cult for Nlssan
Motors Corp as t was for aU Japa
nese mdustry as the country was

thrown mto a state of economIc col

lapse One of the fust thmgs the far
s ghted Japanese recovery program Im

I

r
IS

r

1931 coupe

r

r

1932 Model II convertIble

plemented by U S Army General

Douglas MacArthur dId was to get the

Japanese automotive mdustry back mto

productIOn There was a desperate
need for commercIal vehIcles and mo

tor trucks and N ssan devoted aU ts

early postwar productIOn efforts to

supplymg thIS need In 1947 N ssan re

sumed Datsun passenger car produc
tion wIth aU the fac hties of theu Yo
shlwara plant

The fust postwar Datsun cars were

updated verSIOns of the last mm cars

they had produced m the 1930 s De

Ilr

1932 mInI convertIble

1933 mIni car coupe

1934 convertIble coupe 1935 coupe
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THE INSCRUTABLE DREAM

SignS were 10 years old or more but

they still were qUite useful Wlthm a

short time however a new model Dat
sun was mtroduced a model very
much hke the Amencan Crosley mml

car produced for a number of years
WIth some success The Datsun verSIOn

did better than ItS Amencan wusm

for It was really not too badly sUited
to Japan s needs reqUirements and
roads In Amenca the Crosley was nev

er enouh car to be acceptable to

many motonst

Nlssan still had to do some catchm
up With foreln car makers To obtam
a much Improved mini car for Japan
Nlssan entered Into an agreement 1n

1952 to manufacture and assemble the
Bntlsh Austm A 40 automobIle Just as

th prowam bean Nlssan became m

volved m a labor dispute whICh

stopped that proram and everythm
ehe the company was dam

This labor trouble developed mto a

2year stnke whICh almost hmshed NIS

san and very nearly put It mto bank

ruptcy After that long and difficult
stnke disrupted Nlssan to the pomt of

near collapse It was fmally settled
With the adoption of a completely new

labor managment scheme for Nlssan
and ItS employees The baSIS of thiS
labor managment aweement was mu

tual reliance a reahsll arrangement
under whICh labor recognizes It can t

survive Without the managment the

managment agrees It can t make It

Without labor and they hoth work to

ether With thiS knowlede to ettle
the problems which anse ThiS system
has worked well for NIsan ever mce

but ettmg around to It was dlsastrou
for everybody mvolved

As a matter of fact for the third
time m ItS lIfe the first was the 1923
Great Earthquake the second Vorld
War II the end of the great tnke of
1952 1954 found NlSSan pICkmg up the

pieces to et omg agam Right after

the end of the stnke the pre stnke
models were put hack mto production
even though they had heen up for re

placement when the stnke tarted

Now they would have to he replaced
If the company was gomg to survive

Nlssan set to work With a Will and

1

r
J

t 4

1935 roadsler

1937 mini coupe
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m 1955 the fust Datsun lIO sedans
were mtroduced These were ancestors

of the present model but qUite differ
ent They also put out the Model 120

pickup and a verslQn of the Bntlsh
Austm A 50 whICh had superseded the
A 40 model dunng the long stnke The

company also began to expand Its hne
of trucks and other commercial vehi
cle along WIth diesel engmes Thmg
went so well that by 1956 the
Nlssan Datsun Austm A 50 was pro
duced entirely from Japanese made

part
While a very hmlted number of Dat

suns had sneaked mto Amenca over

the year the number was always so

small that one of them was a crowd

drawmcuroslty In 1958 N san deCid
ed they were m a potlon to ee If

they could posbly sell the Datsun on

the Amencan market Nlssan deCided
to show the Dat un at the 1958 Los

Ange e Imported Automobl e Show
and found Amencans receptive toward
theIr hht cars and trucks ThiS favor
able reception led Nlssan to make a

careful urvey of the Amencan auto

1936 roedsler mini car

L r

1937 roadsler
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THE INSCRUTABLE DREAM

mobIle market to see If and where
theIr machInes would fIt In and they
found the results encouragIng

In 1960 NIssan formed theIr Amen
can subsIdIary and by the end of the

year Nlssan Motors Corp In USA had
18 employees 47 dealershIps and had
sold 485 machines Not a bad start In
1961 the dealershIps lumped to 122
and 1126 umts were sold and the
name Datsun was bewmlng known to

Amencans The models sold In Amen
ca were the Austin model now almost

completely a Japanese product a few

trucks and the Jeep lIke Nlssan Patrol

lIght four wheel dnve None of these
fIrSt Imported models are famIlIar any
more However there are stIli a few

examples around to testIfy to theIr

du rabllIty
In 1962 Nlssan Introduced the Model

310 sports car In the UnIted States a

lIttle model typIcal of the lIght sport
cars popular In Europe at that time

ThIs model started out WIth a 92 cu

In engine be ame the Model 311 WIth
a 98 cu In engIne In 1965 and was

last sold In 1969 In the Model 311 ver

1969 MODELS

slOn WIth a 123 cu In engIne ThIS
neat lIttle sport models Introduction In

1962 helped Datsun s 144 dealers sell a

total of 2263 ars

The Model 410 Datsun sedan came

along In 1963 and It led Nlssan s deal
ers to Increase to 255 and to sell some

4436 UnIts LIke the 310 sports car It

started out WIth a 92 cu In engrne in

creased to 98 cu InS In 1965 and then
was redeSIgnated the Model 411 when

It got a 123 u In engIne In 1968 the
last year Itwas In the Amencan lIne

Over the years Nlssan came along
very mcely In the U S Dealers In

ueased along WIth the number of ma

chInes sold and the Nlssan product
gaIned acceptance on the Amencan
market For the statIstIcally InclIned
here are the numbers 1964367 deal

ers sold 9611 ma hInes 1965 370
dealers sold 17 923 machmes

1966 543 dealers sold 29 131 ma

chines 1967 544 dealers sold 45 491
machmes 1968 616 dealers sold
56 233 machInes 1969 647 dealers
sold 86 883 ma hlnes

Any company whose automobIle

sales are approaching 100 000 UnIts In

the Amencan market must be re k
oned WIth and so by 1969 N san had
become an Important factor Actually
the 1969 Nlssan Datsun line was mucb
more wmplete than the few models
sold In the UnIted States would seem

to IndIcate The full 1969 lIne stIli

representatIve of what Nlssan is was a

complete one Unfortunately much of
thIS line was not and probably never

WIll be avaIlable on the Amencan au

tomobrle market
The top of the Nlssan lIne In 1969

and today IS the PresIdent a beautiful

luxury sedan In a class WIth the
Mercedes Benz It had a 112 In wheel
base was powered by a 195 hp V 8

engrne and was a popular beauty ac

cepted almost anyplace In the world
but the U S

The next 1969 s were the 105 In

wheelbase 2000 senes models LeadIng
the lIne was the 2300 Super SIX sedan
WIth a 138 cu In 123 hp engine Then

ame the 2200 DIesel sedan WIth a

123cu In 70hp engine and a won

derful economy dIesel compact Next
came the 2000 Personal SIX sedan WIth

2200 Diesel Sedan 1800 Super Deluxe

2000 Wagon 2000 Van

Nlssan Gloria Deluxe

10 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN
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a 120cu m l09 hp en me The 2000
wa on and 2000 van were bUllt on the
same basIc ompact statIOn wa on

body and used the powertram from

the 2000 Personal SIX The last of the

69 models on the 105 m wheelbase

was the GlOrIa Deluxe a fdncler ver

slOn of the Peronal SIX with more tnm

and mtenor fnlls
These 2000 senes model Datsuns are

of the compa t ar SILe and they
could ertamly fill a need the Amen
can automakers haven t otten ba k to

yet They are all qUlte comfortable

even for lar e people and mu h lar er

and roomier than the current crop of
mmlatunzed DetrOIt Iron As a matter

of fact they are very mu h hke the

ompacts DetrOIt turned out In the

early and mld l960 That s nof so ur

pnsm sm e NI san be an developln
them about that time and Its prob
ably a shame they aren t bem sold In

Amen a today It would be hard to

overstress then eonomy of operdtlon
for thiS IS one of the pnmary focus

points of almost an N san desl s as

eVlden ed by those 1969 model

The year 1170 was a banner year for

Nlssan USA ThelT 905 AmerKan

dealers old 151 509 Datsuns and ever

smce the Datsun name has been a ma

Jor one m the Amen an market About

thiS time the flTst of the model Dat

sun currently ells came on the Amen
an market Today Nlssan IS not only a

major producer of automobile for the

Amencan market but It IS a major
world automaker With a wmplete and
well rounded hne In 1964 NI an bUllt

433 341 motor vehicles and thiS num

ber multIphed fourfold to 2 039 341 m

1973 Just 10 year later At home In

Japan Nlssan claims over 33 of the

pa en er ar and wmmerclal vehicle
market The only way they an do thiS

IS by bUlldln a ood hne of vehicles
and they do

Nlssan I also lookm toward the fu
ture m the work they are domg today
They are workm With their ESV safe

ty ar deMgn elednc powered cars

and wmmercldl vehicles as trurbme

automotive power and Wankel rotary
enhl1ne automotIve power They are a

major Japanese diesel powerplant
manufacturer and the tremendous fuel

economy of the dle el fits n ht mto

Nlssan s economy mmdedness They
support people who raLe thelT automo

biles and they have enloyed success m

the racmg field

Today NlSSan makes one of the few

non European sports ars worth the

name the 530 senes mtroduced m

1970 1971 In Amenca thiS model was

mtroduced as the 240 Z and has gone
on to the 260 Z and 280 Z molels It
makes the Datsun mml car hne which
NIssan so su e fully markets In Amen
can today complete The other basl
models are the B 21O s the 61O s and
the 710 s With them Nlssan MotOr

Corp a world and Japanese pIOneer
automobile maker arnes on the Dat
sun name and product With a traditIon
that be an With the 1911 Dat Nlssan
looks forward to extendln thiS tradi
tIOn for well made

eLonomH
al reli

able and rugged automobIles and com

merual vehicles well mto the future lit

The author wlShes to gIVe special
thanks to Mr RIChard S Hungerford of
NlSsan Motor Corp lU USA and Mr
Tom S lkkanda for their lUoaluable

help lU prepanng thIS artIcle

1600 Super Sports Sedan 1600 DeluIle

1300 DeluIle

r

1600 Wagon

j

1

I

Nlssan Skylme DeluIle 1000 4 Door Sedan DeluIle
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8 210 DRIVING
IMPRE IONS

CHECKING OUT THE MOST ECONOMICAL DATSUN

Ever
smce the B 21O mIlked 41

miles from a gallon of no lead
m the EPA test Datsun has

been pushlOg Its virtues and customers

have been hmng up to buy
The smallest Datsun available lo the

V S has some other vutues asIde from
Its economy It an be oplioned up to

a faIr degree of luxury and has reason

ably adequate performance m stock
tnm for today s traffic condllions

The 210 IS available lo three body
styles all lo Datsun s hIgh belt hne
mode Two and four door sedans are

supplemented by a sportIer hatchba k

hardtop coupe All three have the
same Lhasm and share the Sdme me

chamcal specificatIOns
On the 1975 model the engme has

been enlarged from 1300 to 1400cc
and upped m power to make up for
losses from added emISSIOn control

eqUIpment Cahfornla versIOns as ours

was reqUIre a catalylic converter In
the other 49 states the Cdr passes the

smog numhers Without the wnverter

Setthng lo hehlOd the wheel of our

bnght orang four door versIOn re

qUlred that the front seat be run well
ba k on ItS tracks Unfortunately thiS
removed most of the knee room for the
rear seat passenger There has been
some trade off of space for stvle lo the
210 and the rear passengers are the
losers On the suhJect of style we feel

that we should menlion the standard

eqUIpment wheel wvers which proh
ahly tdke the cake for uglmess and

dentablhty But on to better thlOgs
The seatlOg posllion WdS qUIte com

fortahle but the seats share one prob
lem lo common WIth the rest of the
Datsun hne The seat rechmng adjuster
IS also the release for foldlOg the seat

back forward ThiS was no problem on

our four door verSIOn but on two door
models foldlOg the seat to allow a redr

passenger lo or out medns readJustlOg
the angle of the ba krest

Instruments and controls are clearly
vlSlble to d fully belted lO dnver Dat

sun has good ergonomics on the wn

trois WIth shape and posItIOn bemg
used to define funcl10n Without the
dnver havmg to look for any gIven
knob or sWitch Thmakes It difficult
to accldentdlly operate the wrong con

trol m an emergen y sltual10n One

strange thmg that appears on the
B 2IO I the fundlon or lack of It of
the lOstrument hght dImmer control

It s prohahly due to some qUirk m

trdnslatlOn of the Federal safety regu
lal10ns Rotatmg the knoh dIms the
Idenl1flcal1on hghts for the hght
sWlt h the emergency flasher and the
heater wntrols leavlOg everythlOg else
at full hnllldn e Ve ve run lOto thiS
before lo Japanese drs and cannot un

derstand It

As seems to be standard pracl1ce
With Datsun the 210 has ItS lOstru

ments set lOto three pods lo a panel lo

front of the dnver As also seems to be
usual two of the pods are fIlled WIth
standard eqUIpment mstruments and

warnlOg hghts and the thud IS filled
With a dewrdlive panel thdt seems to

say that the owner was too chedP to

buy some Important dc essorv The left
hand pod holds the fuel and water

temp gauges along wlfh a flock of

warmng hghts and the center one

holds the speedometer If a td hometer

IS dvallable for the nght hand pod
we d rewmmend It

Our test versIOn was eqUIpped WIth
the optIOnal 3 speed automalic trans

mISSIOn m place of the standard 4

peed manudl The shuter was d lever

commg up from the center comole
The only other optIOns were an AM
radIO and a set of 165 x 13 radml lires

The hdndhng and nde really henefltted
from the radlals a good deal Wider lo

footpnnt than the standard bids ply
6 15 x 13 rubber As a matter of fdd

thev made the ar outnde and out

handle the more luxunous 710 that

was eqUIpped With the tack tues We

heartIly rewmmend the use of radmls
on th car slO e they make such a

drdmaliL difference lo the chaSSIS be

haVIOf

Unhke the rest of the Datmn hne

12 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN
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the 210 senes uses a pushrod overhead
valve engme The httle power plant IS

wmmng and wIlhng and churns out 80
horse at 6000 rpm Unfortunately It IS

not so happy wIth an automatIc trans

mISSIOn lnd keepmg up wIth traffI

reqUIred that we keep a heavy nght
foot 11us IS not the best route towards
41 mIles per gallon to say the least

The transmISSion IS smooth though
and shIfts are noh eable mamly be
cause of the change m engIne note

rather then by any sudden Jumps and

Jerks It s Just that the engme has to

snort m order to move the car WIth
the automatIc The engme IS qUIet
enough when cnnsmg but It gets loud
and rough when pressed hard

The car slow pnce and ruggedness
have contnbuted to Its consIderable

populanty as has the avallablhty of an

enonnou amount of speed and han

dhng eqUIpment for It A lot of people
are suc essfully campalgmng B 2IO s m

road racmg so much so that It com 3

1 Consldeflng Ihe cosl of gasolme
and the Ialle aboul diminishing
supply Ihe 8 210 must be considered
Ihe flghl car alIhe rlghl lIme An
EPA highway drlvmg tesl slmulaled
yielded 41 miles per gallon so an

average driver should gel over 35
mpg on Ihe highway and 30 In town

2 II seems Ihal none of Ihe new

cars are economIcal to buy bul a

few are less expensIve Ihan Ihe

others and Ihal Includes Ihe 8 210
Plenty of no cosl exlras and economIcal

opera lIon balance Ihe pflce

3 The engine SIze has been Increased

this year 10 1400cc bullhe added
smog hardware cancels oul any
potenllal performance Increase II

IS a simple slurdy overhead valve

4easlly malnlalned by Ihe owner

IIhe chooses 10 do hIS own work

4 Our lesl 8 210 had Ihe added
luxury 01 an aulomal c Iransm sslon
and radIo Recllnmg buckel seals
and now Ihrough venlllal on are

standard nocosl Items

T

1
I
I

i
r
0

I
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2 if g g ot
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8 210 DRIVING IMPRESSIONS

1975 Datsun B210 Speclllcatlons
Dimensions
Wheelbase 92 1 IOches

Overall Length 163 0 Inches

Overall HeIght 53 5 Inches

Overall Width 60 8 Inches

Tread FIR 502 49 IOches

Engine and Drive line
Engine Type 4 Cyl Overhead

Valve

1397cc 853 cu In

80 6000

83 Ibs ft 3600

3891
615 x 13

Displacement
HorsepowerIrpm

Torque rpm
Axle ratio

Standard tires

5

6

7
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pletely dom1Oates the C Sedan cla 10

SCCA rac10g Rac10g verSIOns are con

SIderably modIfied but the consIder
able SULcess seems to make It worth
while It IS an excellent beg10ner s rac

109 car and modIfIcatIOns can be add
ed as the dnver s skIll 10ueases Just
don t try any great hero dnver ma

neuvers WIth the stock suspensIOn and

partIcularly on the stock tlfes You
could get 1Oto deep sudden and per
haps permanent trouble

To sum up the Datsun B 210 IS a

basIc transportatIon vehIcle that salsa
available 10 a slIghtly sporty verSIOn It
IS totally conventIonal 10 layout and
should be utterly relIable and economI

cal when used as a dally transportatIon
vehIcle Moreover It allows a base for
a real sporty and raLeable car III

5 The B 210 trunk IS more lIke a

Irans slorlzed basemenl lis small
dImensIons reqUIre carelul ullllz
alon 01 space when packing tor a

Irlp and Ihe hIgh rear 511115
Iroublesome to lIlt heavy Iems over

6 Oh yes Ihere was one olher IllIIe

opllon on ourB 210 Rad alltres
The dIfference In price IS well worth
II In terms 01 handling braking and
bellerltre wear

7 No our lesl car dId nol come 10
us wllh a lull 8el 01 honeycomb
wheel covers One was mIssing so

Canoga Dalsun In Canoga Park CallI
qUIckly replaced Ihe mIssing
one Alas wllh a 710 wheel cover

8 Here s Ihe economy champIon
Ihe B 210 Hachback 115 a posh
spinoff ollhe bread and margarlne
B 210 Rear seals laid down on Ihls

model 10 allow addlllonal slorage

T 1
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DRIVING
lFlE 710

THEY WIN RACES BUT NOT WITH STOCK TIRES

The
710 was de gned by Datsun

to fIll the gap 10 theIr U S prod
u t range between the economy

210 and the luxury 610 It flils 10 the

gap 10 sIZe as well

Many of the 71O s components are

shared WIth the 610 The engme for

example IS the same The most Impor
tant dIfference apart from about four
mches of overall length IS the rear sus

pensIOn Where the 610 IS fully mde

pendent the 710 uses a hve axle
In luxury flttmgs the 710 n t far

behmd ItS shghtly larger hrother Re

chnmg front buckets electrIC clo k

carpetmg and an electnc rear wmdow

defogger are all part of the standard

speoh atIon A good heatmg and fresh
aIr ventIlation system also goes along
WIth the deal OptIons mclude radIOS
a good 3 speed automatic transm slOn

and a fully mtegrated aIr condltIomng
system

Styhng IS sImIlar to other Datsun se

nes A hIgh belt hne and softly round
ed urves are the maIn features It
looks well hke a Datsun At a glan e

It IS sometimes dIffIcult to tell a 710

from a 610
The lme has four models mcludmg

a four door sedan J twodoor eddn d

two door hardtop and a fIve door wag
on Our test versIOn was an electnfymg
veil ow two door HappIly It was

eqUIpped WIth aIr condltlomng smce

the test took place dunng a Southern
Cahforma heat wave Unhappily It

was also eqUIpped WIth the stock bIaS

ply wbltewall tIres More about them
later

From the dnver S seat everyfhmg IS

easIly VISIble and reachable Instrumen
tatIOn IS 10 Datsun s standard three

pods set IOta a wrap around panel but
for a change all the pods are used
even If only for a slOgle gauge and a

wuple of wanllng hghts RadIO clock
and heatmg ventIlatlOn controls also

occupv spa e 10 the panel
Once agalO we had our standard

gnpe WIth Datsun s recllOlOg seats

The rake adIuster IS combmed WIth the
seatback release In addItIon there IS

no memory deVIce that allows the

passenger seat to shde all the way for
ward when the seat back IS released

The result IS a narrow slot for rear

passengers to chmb through and a lot
of fIddlmg for the dnver If someone

enters the rear on the dnver s SIde It s

a nUIsance that It would be easy to

ehmmate

WIth the same engme as the 610
and WIth about 100 lbs less weIght to

haul around the 710 has plenty of ZIp
Usmg the aIr condItioner had httle ef
fect on the performance The 2 hter
ohc engme IS smooth and qUIet
through most of the power range only
becomlOg harsh and buuy wh n

revved well up We wuldn t tell exact

Iy how well up smce a tach IS not

part of the standard mstrumentatlOn

Shlftmg the standard 4 speed all syn
hro transmISSIOn was easy although

before wegot gomg It looked as If the

New for 75 Ihe 710 sefles s a

complete Ime 01 cars whIch o er all
the comlorts and dela ls you d expect
In a bIg Datsun but at a lower pflce
Even though our test car was a plam
2dr sedan I showed to good

advantage the clean Imes of the
whole 710 range

f

to
rt

if f

r 4
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DRIVING THE 710

1975 Dataun 710 apeclflcaDons
Dimensions
Wheelbaae 96 5 Inches

Overall Length 171 7 Inches
Overall Height 55 5 Inches

Overall Width 62 2 Inches

Tread FIR 51 6 524 Inches
Engine and Drive line

Engine Type 4 Cyl Overhead
Cam

1952 cc 1191 cu

Inches 1

110 5600
112 Lbs 11 3600
371

645 x 13

Dlaplacement

Horaepower rpm

Torque rpm
Axle Ratio
Standard Tlrea
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long spmdly lever would produe a

vague feel It wasn t so and we were

able to shift smoothly and po tlvely
The long lever also put the shift knob
at an easy reach from the steenng
wheel and so as the Bntl h used to

say the gears fell ea ly to hand

rne ratios were also well matched to

the t rque and power characteristic of
the engme but agam 10 a ar that
feels as peppy and sporty as the 710
the lack of a tachometer wa strongly
felt

Unfortunately the porty charater

balled out as we went through our

fmt hard corner The skmny stock tlfes

howled m protest and massive under

steer threatened to wrenh the wheel
from our hands We had gone through
the fmt turn unsu pectlng and wound

up across the white lIne which

mathed our knuckles A etond bend

approached even more gently pro
duced the same results for us and also
had somewhat of an effect on the dnv
er of the Mercedes 450SL we mef al
most hterally oncommg 10 the middle
of the bend From that pomt on our

motoring In the 710 was tomlderably
more gentle Right here let s say that

most of the problem IS With the tires

Those lIttle 645 x 13 s are barely up
to the weight of the car They are not

given to flmgmg It about With the



verve that Its engme and dnve lme
call for WIth tires wheels and a sway
bar this would be an altogether dIffer
ent automobIle For venhcatlOn of thI

Just look at the number of them en

tered m sedan class SCCA racmg The

necessary parts to make the ar a real
handler are there they Just aren t put
on the ar when It I dehvered from
the factory The nde IS very good for a

1 Under Ihe hood Is Dalsun s famous

overhead cam 4 banger The same unll
as used In Ihe 610 IIS up from 1 8
10 2 0 IIlers and IS an outgrowth of
Ihe old 510 s rugged 1 6 lIIer mIll

2 Inlerlor of Ihe sedan s a nice

place for long or shorllrlps ThaI
vinyl wrapped sleerlng wheel comes as

something exlra bul slandard
equlpmenl Includes Dalsun s usual

array of good Instrumenls and
reclining fronl seals

3 Mosl comparisons WIll be made w lh

the 610 rear Dalsun s olher line
of large cars The 610 IS sllghlly
larger wllh a longer wheelbase and

has Independenl rear suspension
Inslead of the 71 Os rigid rear axle
The 71 0 IS prell er and has
almoslall of Ihe 610 s lealures
ala lower price

4 The 710 was a pleasanl car 10 drive
Ifdriven pleasanlty bul f pushed
hard 1 undersleered slrongly The

culprits were Ihese slock bias ply
IIres a sel 01 rad als would help

5 Rear seal legroom and elbowroom s

adequale and headroom s beller Ihan
In Ihe fastback coupe Rear Windows
sWing open while ass sl bars and
armresls complele Ihe rear amenllles

6 The 710 wagon IS Dalsun s bargain
box Ihe lowesl prlced wagon
remains unchanged In sIze and slylmg
from lIs 74 Inlroducl on bulllke
all Ihe rest ollhe 710 Ime has Ihe

new and larger 2 1 ler engine

7 No Uncle Ned you don l have 10
fIfe upyour 1931 Duesenberg w lh Is

golf comparlmenl Jusl because you want
610 break 80 on your prlvale course

loday See all your plalmum clubs
your cashmere swealer and Ihose while

unborn kangaroon skln floppy shoes
fll rlghl Inlo Ihe Irunk of Ihls cule
1 llle 710 Dalsun sedan IIs so very
Ihrlfly Uncle Thmk of all Ihe money
you can save and mvesl In Auburn
Molors

hve axle suspenSIOn though
The appeal of the 710 l to people

who want the performan e and luxury
of the 610 but at a 500 lower pn e

If the pn e were a httle doser to the

610 and the radIal tires of the 610
were part of the pa kage we would
have a whole lot fewer reservatIOns

about the car as comfortable economI

cal transportation Adually most Oat

sun owners who use then cars for more

than home apphances tend to add bet
ter wheels and tues and that works
wonders for the 710 It s a reasonable

buy WIth a good combmatIon of pow
er and luxury m a baSICally economKal

package but good gnef If you re gomg
to buy one put a decent set of tues on

It from the start The hfe you save

may be your own lit

5

j

7
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DATSUN 610
IMPRESIONS
DATSUN WENT AFTER ECONOMICAL LUXURY AND GOT IT

The
610 was mtroduced by Datsun

m 1972 as the successor to the

popular but agmg 510 senes BIg
ger more powerful and more expen
Sive It wrapped many of the 51O s Vir

tues mto a new package The earhest

610 s were called Datsun 1800 s and

they proved to be somewhat of a diS

appOIntment as the suspenSIOn and

powerplant hadn t been fully sorted
out Performance was well down from
I ts predecessor

Thmgs are different today The 610
IS the flagship of Datsun s passenger
car fleet m the U S and comes fitted
With a full range of luxury features as

standard eqUIpment
Last year the lBOOcc engme was re

tIred m favor of a smoother and more

powerful 2hter umt ThiS oh 4 stIli

puts out over 100 horses even with all
the reqUIred smog deVices connected

mcludmg a catalytIc converter Throt
tle response and overall drIveablhty
are up from the older engme as well

Other changes m the 1975 ver on of
the 610 mclude enlarged front diSC
brakes provldmg better stoppmg pow
er and a revised steerIng gear With a

new ratIo to make for reduceo effort
at the wheel rIm In additIon passen
gers are treated to new upholstery
With cloth and vmyl combmatIOns m

stead of the old all vmyl tvpe ThiS

makes for cooler bottoms and hacksldes

on long summer trIPS and also makes
the same areas warmer In wmter

The 610 IS available m three body

styles a 4 door sedan a 5door wagon
and a 2 door hardtop coupe Our test

versIon was the coupe In thl Lase In a

bnlhant shade of yellow With a black

mterIor Base eqUipment mcluded a

4 speed manual gearbox and an AM ra

dIO along With a clock m the dash pod
next to the speedometer

All Datsun s body deSigns feature
the high belt hne so a drIver really
feels that he SitS down m the car The
wmdow Sill 15 so high that some may
fmd It uncomfortable to use as an arm

rest even though It Wide and flat

The narrow wllldows don t seem to

hamper outSide vlslblhty too much

and they give the mterIor a cozmess

that some people might enJoy We felt

It was a httle claustrophobIC though

18 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN
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1 The success of the Datsun luxury
610 modef Isn t hard 10 understand
consIdering 22 mpg In our hardtop
test car roadworlhy Independent
suspensIon with radIals and a good
lIst of deslrabte standard features

2 ErgonomIcally the dash layout of
the 610 was fine the steering wheef
dIdn t obstruct Instrument vIewing
and the overall interior was good
looking too The hIgh belt line of

the body made the windows seem a bit
narrow lor us though

3 The 2000cc engine Introduced last

year was surprisingly responsIve for
a 75 even WIth the Callforma smog
gear Datsun has Improved throttle

response and drlveablllly Plttlng
some pleasure Into 4 speed driVing
And WIthout the engine has good
accessIbIlIty for servIcing

Setthng IOta the eat we found that
It gave good support but It felt a httle
fmn The doth mserts really provIded
a greater measure of comfort than we

had found 10 the prevIOus all vmyl
seats and also aIded 10 keepmg us 10

place 10 tWIsty road cornenng maneuv

ers Seatback rake IS controlled by lev
e at the the hmge pomt of the eat

Unfortunately that IS also the control
that let the seatback swmg forward
for access to the rear eat On other
makes of cars thIS type of wntrol IS

bemg phased out but Datsun still uses

It on all the models It means that

every time the dnver swmgs the seat

forward to let someone IOta the rear

or even to put 10 a bnefcase he has to

fIddle around WIth the control for a

whtle to fmd the nght posItIOn True
It S a petty annoyance but It s one of
those mall thmgs that makes the dIf
ference In a car mterIor

Seated and settled we tound the re

latlOnshlp of teenng wheel pedals and
seat to be well thought out The de

SIgn of the wheel allows the dnver to

see all the mstruments and controls
and the deSIgn of the seat belts allows
a fully belted m dnver the freedom to

lean over to roll up one of the nght
hand wmdow WIthout unbuckhng

Instruments are set IOta three pods
10 a curved panel 10 front of the dnv
er Wlth the wntrols ranged on an ImI

tatIOn walnut stnp Just below Controls

are dlfferentmted by shape as well as

color so that there s httle chance to

reach for and fumble WIth the wrong
one 10 the dark Instruments consIst of

fuel and temperature gauges WIth a

duster of warnmg hghts 10 the left

pod a speedometer 10 the center and a

clock of the electro mechamcal vanety
that ticks 10 the nght RadIO and

heatmg ventllatlOn controls are 10 the

center of the dash outsIde the mstru

ment panel Itself

DRIVER S VIEW

In the mIld weather under whIch
the test was wnducted the engme al

way started the mstant the key was

turned and careful deSIgn has kept the
cold start stutters to a mmlmum

Power wmes 10 reasonably low 10 the
rev range whIch IS a good thmg smce

the engme t nds to get buzzy If It IS

revved too hIgh An optIOnal tachome
ter IS avatlable to replace the clock 10

the dash and we d rewmmend It for

any senous dnvers
Our car was reasonably well broken

m WIth several thousand mIles show

mg on the odometer so the short

straIght lever could be used to change
the gears WIth wnslderable verve At
fIrst glance the lever seemed to be a

httle spmdly but on the road the
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DATSUN 610 IMPRESSIONS

transmiSSIOn and shifter proved to be

amont the best features of the ar

On the road the 61O s mdependent
rear suspenslOn also proved to be a

mce feature Coupled with the now

standard radial llres it made for good
handlmg and a soft ride over most

road condillons As the car is dehv
ered the suspensIOn is set up mamly
for a soft ride Datsun s racmg suc

cesses pomt out that there are a num

ber of thmgs that can be done to im

prove the road huggmg quahlles of the

suspensIOn A set of wider radials to

giVe a bigger footprint and some small

playmg around with sway bars spring
rates and shocks will help the 610
hold ItS own around a road course with

anythmg the world has to offer That s

probably one reason that Datsun 610

coupes are used the official cars at

Bob Bondurant s School of High Per
fonnance Drivmg

4

Rear passengers don t qUite have

thmgs as good as those 10 front at

least 10 the coupe verSlOn The front
seats have high headrests the rear wm

dows kKk up 10 the rear to follow the
dictates of a styhst and the black up
holstery and headhner 10 the test car

made ba k seat riders feel as If they
were In a cave

Behmd the seat the trunk was rea

sonably roomy but was deep and had
a high hftover Carpetmg was confmed
to a vmyl mat at the bottom

Up front the engme hves 10 roomy
cIrcumstances and access to all mov

109 parts IS good Quite possibly the
addtllon of an au conditIOner would
have destroyed th good ImpreSSlOn
sm e A e plumbmg tends to loose a

barrel of snakes 10 any well thought
out engme wmpartment unless the

compressor and ItS associated hardware
are deSigned 10 from the start

5

With no au to cut down the perlor
mance our yellow oupe averaged
about 22 mpg overall 10 our drivmg
ThiS mdudes a 50 50 mix of freewav
and streets That reasonable mlleage
coupled With the high quahty con

structIOn and the reputatIOn of sohdity
that Datsun has gamed over the years
probably acwunts for the fact that the

610 has been a sales suc ess smce itS

announcement and why it Will contm

ue to be one m the future lit

Speclllcatlons 1975 Datsun 610

DimenSIons
Wheelbase
Overall Length
Overall Height
Overall Width
Tread FIR

98 4 Inches

175 0Inches

54 5 Inches

63 o Inches

51 6 52 Inches

Engine
Type
Displacement

4 cylinder OHC
1952cc

119 1 cubiC Inches
110 5600

112 Ib It 3600

371

165 SR13 Radial

Horsepower rpm

Torque rpm
Axle Rallo
Tire Size

4 Backseat room In the coupe model
wasn l abundant but the new c oth
and Vinyl upholstery s breathabll ty
met ourapproval Although the Iront
buckets were f m they proved to be
comfortable even on tw sty roads

5 L ke mostof the baslc box shape
Imports the 610 s pancake trunk Id
makes for a h gh 1 f1over but the
trunk was deep and roomy enough for
most couples or small fam lIes

6 Overall our favorite things about
the 610 hardlop were the handling
respons veness and the mproved d sc

brakes and reduced steering effort

6
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BEHOLD
lFlE 280 Z

THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED OWNERS CAN T BE WRONG

RecIpe
for mstant success Take a

handsome two place coupe
body Put an all mdependent

suspensIOn under It Add an engme ca

pable of glvmg the whole outstandmg
performance Sea on wIth an affordably
low pnce Serve then stand back out

of the way
That s the reClple of the Z car and

has It worked Its rare to fInd a Dat
sun dealer wIth a Z ready for ImmedI
ate dehvery even today SIX years after
the flfst mtroductIon The Z along
wIth the Corvette has become a status

symbol for an entIre segment of the

populatIOn and for good reason What
was true m 1969 IS true today the Z
car gIves the most sports car for the
money

So much mystIque has developed
around the Z car mce 1969 that It s

hard to approach It WIth an open
mmd We were able to sImply because
we may be the only members of the
automotIve Journahst s fraternIty never

to have dnven a Z m any of ItS mcar

natIOns How come It always eemed
as If everyone else always had a reason

to get there flf t However not too

long ago our day came and we found

a representatIve of Nlssan Motor

USA handmg us the keys to a

persImmon colored wupe There s no

alf on It he apolOgIzed but happIly
a Southern Cahfornla summer took

mercy on us and kept the temperature
m the hIgh 70 s and low 80 s so that

Jmt opemng the wmdows kept the m

tenor comfortable The eqUIpment on

the car dId mcluded the standard AM
FM radIO WIth electnc antenna the
four speed shIft and the new fuel m

Jected 2 8 hter engme
We re always concerned WIth seatmg

posItIon when we get mto a strange
car because If the car doesn t SIt well

nothmg else can make It nght espe

CIally for a long tnp Therefore It

came as no surprIse that the 280 Z had

hIgh back bucket seats fully rechnmg
What dId come as a surpnse was the

shghtly offset feehng It gave us It was

as If the center hnes of the seat pedals
and steenng wheel were all out of hne

Perhaps they are At any rate It took
us a conSIderable length of tIme to get
accustomed to dnvmg the Z and we

always had the feelmg that somethmg
wa Just the shghtest bit out of whack
If we owned It we d no doubt get
over It We must put m a word here
about the upholstery On the 610 se

nes the seats have comfortable cloth
mserts that keep the backSIde and bot
tom cool m warm weather and warm

m cool weather and more Important
don t get stIcky The Z car really needs
them We stuck to the shmy vmyl up
holstery every tIme we got out and
the back of our shifts were always wet
Come on Nlssan you know how to do
It nght

SHAKING THE GLASS

Dnvmg was Jomethmg else Fuel

ewnomy goes by the boards m a car

hke thIS Just because It s so much fun
to punch It The fuel mJected ohc 6

always started on the fIrst turn of the

key and never mIssed a beat There
was a6soliit no SIgn In thIS car of
the de smogged stutters Our only com

plamt about the engme IS extremely
mmor It s a httle cammy and doesn t

really get down to pulhng strongly un

tIl you get It over 3000 rpm Then It

comes on WIth a shove m the back

The Z carIS the GT success

story of the 1970 s Its stylmg has not
lost any appeal though the car

has been with us sInce 1970 You
don t change a good Idea unllf

you come up 1 th something beller

i
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and no wonder The 168 CID engme IS

puttmg out Just over 1 horsepower per
cube and each of those horses only has
to arry about 16 pounds as agamst 23

pounds per horsepower m a non alf

conditioned 610 for example
Under nonnal dnvmg wndltlOns the

car IS qUiet enough so that the FM
radIO wn be enjoyed Shdmg a sWltLh

on the center wnsole sends the anten

na sqUlrtmg up out of ItS nest m the

left rear quarter until It thumps on the

stops And sm e the engme IS tummg
only about 2650 rpm at 55 mph me

cham al nOIse IS down low
Stand on the throttle m one of the

lower gear though and thmg are dlf

1 The 5 mph bumpers have given
a chunkier look buthave mtegrated

fay well with the cars overall
proportIons The 280 has not fallen to
the chrome decorator s art smce 1970

2 Gone are the familIar SU type carbs
tound on earl er Z cars The sohc 6

now displaces 2753cc 168 cu In vIa

a 3 39 x 3 11 m bore and stroke

Fuel Isdelivered by Bosch Jetronlc
L electronically programmed tImed

fuel mJectlon Calltornla models have
the converter The 280 engme starts

mstanlly from cold and delIvers smooth
responsive power

3 Datsun engineers used good sense

when they arranged the Z cars mterlor
SemI exposed electrlcs m right hand

footwell are the only bad pomt Gear
change on the 4 speed manual Is very
nolchy at low speeds

4 Our test car was fIlled WIth Toyo
195 70 HR 14 m tires and whIle they
are Just about the qUIetest radials
we have ever driven they do not fully
compliment the Z s handlmg potential

5 The Z IS Independenlly sprung on all
tour wheels WIth MacPherson struts
up front WIth lower A arms and coli

spring shock Units at the rear

6 The roomy luggage area behind the
seats IS accessible through the e evatmg
rear deck Straps are needed to secure

luggage and other heavy ObJects

7 CalIfornia cars are s ghlly heavIer

and due to the converter must ride
sllghlly higher than cars delivered
to other states

sL



ferent The mtake of the fuel mJectIOn
system IS wide open and there s some

mtake roar As the engme comes up on

the earn gear nOlses mcrease and ex

haust roar begms to Jam the symphony
Add m the whme of the 70 senes radi
al tITes and some lovely mUSIC IS

heard untIl the engme begms to get
rough at 5000 rpm All Datsun engmes
seem to have that chara tenstIc They
are smooth as glass at low revs and

get rough and nOIsy near the top end
We would have hoped that the SIX was

different but Itwasn t

Thanks to federal safety regulatIOns
and smog regulatIOns and bumper reg
ulatIOns etc etc the Z car has put on

weight over the years to the tune of
about 500 Ibs sm e 1969 Most of that

weight has been concentrated m the
front end so here s a sports car that

really could use power steenng The
small leather wrapped wheel Simply
reqUIres too much effort when parkmg
or roundmg tIght wrners To remam m

the grand tounng tradition power
steenng should be added as soon as

Speclflcallons 1975 Datsun 280Z

DImenSions
2 place

Wheelbase 90 7 Inches

Overall Length 173 2 tnches
Overall Height 51 0 Inches

Overall Width 64 2 tnches

Track FIR 533 53 tnches

Engtne and Drive Itne

Engine Type 6 cylinder Overhead
Cam Fuel Injected
2753 cc 168 cubiC
Inches

170 5600
177 Lb It 4400
3541

195170 HR14

Displacement

HOllepower rpm
Torque rpm
Axle Rallo
Tire Size

7

pOSSible The steenng has good road
feel and IS qUite preCise but the effort
of turnmg those fat tues With all that

weight on them IS more than the aver

age dnver cares for Macho yes but

pleasant over a long dnve no

The mdependent suspensIOn proVides
an ex ellent nde With Just enough of
the taut feelmg to let you know that

you re m a sports ar yet not so much
that you re pounded to bits The

springs are long and soft and well

damped
In severe cornenng though another

effect of all that weight up front
comes m The car understeers then

suddenly shifts to oversteer ThiS IS un

setthng to say the least It s very prob
able that the four seat verSIOn With
more weight m the rear and a longer
wheelbase won t do It A httle playmg
With the stock suspenSIOn IS m order
on the two seater though And If sus

penSIOn playmg IS what you want to

t

r

6

do there are plenty of parts available
both from Datsun and from outSide

accessory manufacturers However far

you want to go you can buy the parts
Z cars aren t bemg raced suc essfully
on rubber band suspensIOns

ASide om the hght tall the only
other crack m the Z car Image came

from the gearbox It could really have
been Just our car but the lever was

reluctant to move from one pOSItIon to

the next although the gears themselves

changed qUIetly and smoothly Perhaps
the him company that used the car

before we did never took It m for ItS

first servICe

The Z was an entertammg car to

hve With If somewhat expensive Hard

dnvmg kept the mileage well below 15

mpg and we wouldn t expect much
more than that on our test drive even

With a balloon foot Whatever the
280Z offers a lot of serIOUS motoring
at what IS today a bargam pnce tit

i
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lFlE
lSUN

MER
THIS MINI MOTOR HOME GETS OVER 20 MPG BUT YOU CAN T BUY IT YET

Well maybe It s a dream and

maybe It Isn t but Datsun a

hIghly respected name m mml

pIckups and Dreamer a hkewlse re

speted name m camper coachwork

put thelT respecl1ve names together m

a very excitIng recreational vehICle
Mmd you th s one shown here IS

the p1lot model but It lust may fmd ItS

way mto your Datsun dealer s show
room Like ava1lablhty pnce 15 also a

nebulous factor but It should be om

pebbve wIth the compel1bon Toyota s

Chmook and that would mean about

6000 Before you have a se ure over

the cost of comfortable campmg pon
der what else 15 av ulable other than

Toyota s mlm motorhome at that pne
that can dehver over 20 miles per gal
lon Those bIg ton and I4 ton ngs
are hard pressed to do half as well m

mileage
The Datsun Dreamer IS a mlm mo

torhome deSIgned for the average
Amenan famIly husband WIfe and

two chIldren so acommodal1ons are

restncl1ve If the famIly IS larger or the

two ch ldren are older m d teens

Dreamer has based this prototype on

the LI I Hustler stretch p1kup The
LI I Hu tler handle It mm house well
thanks to the torslOn bar suspenslOn and

ruggedness of the hass s Stalllhty
brakmg and performance are qlllte ac

ceptable and the hftup roof sectlOn

proVIdes headroom for six footers WIth

out mcurnng the wmd re stane pen
alty normally associated With stand up

campers
The Datsun Dreamer mlDl motor

home IS a dream at present but It may
turn mto reahty very soon III
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1 The Dreamer coachwork presents a
low lrontal area thanks to the use ot a

push up top sect on w th canves walls
It s a superb sample ot Integratmg the
most veab ty Into the least amount ot
spece There are no severe probtems
thanks to the dependable ruggedness of
the Hustler

2 Of course the truck can t be driven at
more than cruslng speed cru slng
around the camp area that Is with the
popup top raised but t gives

headroom and sleepmg room over the
truck eab wthout sacTtelng mlleaga to
wind reslslBnce Gentng 20 mpg s a

cinch

3 On e ther side ot the rear entry door
are closets a Porta pott could be
purchased to put Into one and there s

storage spece almost everywhere youlook Appl ances Include three burner
stove oven sInk and cebox

4 Floor area Is shag carpeted and
drapes at tar end allowtree access to
LIIHustlers cab Vmyl wmdow area

assures plenty of I ght dUTng the day
and roJl up window covers provide
privacy at night
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OLDIES
Bor GOODIES
THE ART OF BUYING A USED DATSUN

Younger
Datsun enthusIasts may

be surpnsed to learn that the Im

mortal Z car was not the fust

Datsun sports car nor even the first

Imported mto the U S So great has
been the ImpressIOn of this classIc de

SIgn that we tend to forget ItS fore

bears WhIch IS too bad for some of

them were fine cars and would make
a good buy today If you are mterested

m pUTchasmg a good used car

THE SPORTS CARS

The first Datsun sports model to hit

these shores went by the unlikely
name of SPL 310 Introduced at the

New York Auto Show m Apnl 1962 It

was an attractive little convertible

powered by a 4cyhnder pushrod en

gme dlsplaung 1489cc Datsun dith

ered over the name of thiS car at one

pomt calhng It the FaITlady But eVI

dently their U S marketmg types got
to the management m time and told

them to forget It so the company
reverted to the SPL 31O deSignation

When first mtroduced It was rated

at 80 hp and had an estimated pnce of

2300 but when senous ImportatIOn
began m mld 63 the power ratmg
went up to 85 and the hst pnce to

2465 Datsun was careful to call thiS

car a sports roadster rather than

sports car the Implication bemg that

It was not mtended for raclOg And the

company was nght for every road test

er who tned one commented that the

spnngs and shock absorbers seemed

oddly out of phase With each other

and the steenng was both dead and

vague at speed They also carped that

everythmg about the car from ItS styl
mg to ItS mechamcal bits and pieces
seemed hke a Japanese copy of some

thmg Bntish But the car had Its

strong pomts and they later came to

be recognIzed as areas 10 whICh Dat

sun traditIOnally excels One was the

detaIl fit and flmsh whICh was out

standing Another was the astomshlOg
amount of extras mcluded m the low

base pnce thlOgs hke a radIO whIte

wall tITes a tonneau cover wmdshleld

washers map hght Igarette lighter
and seat belts It even had a few unu

sual features The smgle rear seat
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faced Sideways It had a hydraulic
clutch and the top dId not fold down
m the nonnal sense It had to be re

moved and then folded and stored m

the trunk
WIth ItS smooth 4speed transmiSSion

and wdlmg httle rockerbox engme the

SPL310 accelerated to 60 mph m 15

sees and had a top speed of 88 mph
It was an adequate but not spectacular
car and It slowly began makmg sales

mroads among the MG s and Tnumphs
because of ItS fine flOlsh and low pnce
Women hked It even more than men

smce the controls were light and It

was so easy to dnve

In 1966 came a greatly Improved
successor whICh served notice to the

established sports car manufacturers
that Datsun was senous about theu

game It was offiCially deSIgnated the

SPL 311 but everyone called It the

1600 smce that was what was wntten

on ItS Side Outwardly almost Identical

to the prevIOus model It had a host of

mechanical and cosmetic refinements

The engme was mcreased only
shghtly m displacement but thiS was

not done Simply by enlarglOg the older

umt In typKal Japanese fashIOn a

whole new englOe nestled under the

hood WIth a greatly lOcreased bore but

shorter stroke ItS cyhnder measure

ments were 3 43x2 63 ms compared to

the SPL 31O s 3 15x2 91 ms Thus the

new engme wuld rev higher and the

power was up to 96 hp at 6000 rpm

Backmg up thiS engme was a new

transmiSSion With syncTomesh on all
four speeds It shifted deanly hghtly
and smoothly greatly Impressmg ev

eryone who used It slOce most Bntlsh

sports cars were stili makmg do WIth

old truck umts Then there were the

new front disc brakes and larger 14 m

wheels whIch combmed to gIVe the

1600 fITst rate stoppmg power and

good handlmg The car was now 2

secs qUIcker to 60 mph and could Just
top 100 mph a great advance m dnv

109 perfonnane

The 1600 s mtenor was not neglect
ed eIther A new and very attractive

console covered the transmISSIOn tun

nel a conventional bench seat now oc

cupied the rear and the top folded

down WIthout removmg It With all of
thiS the pnce had only lOcreased mar

gInally to 2620 and that stili mclud

ed all those extras So Impressive was

the 1600 that the most prestigIOus auto

magazlOe m the country came out and

stated flatly that It was the best low

pnced sports car sold 10 Amenca

Only a short time later m the spnng
of 1967 came yet a third reVISIOn of

the roadster and thIS one struck real

consternatIOn mto the hearts of the
traditional manufacturers The roadster

body With ItS famtly odd Iookmg front

end remamed unhanged except for

some mmor muckmg about WIth the

gnlle but there were sensational

changes to the dnvetram
Gone was the pushrod engine re

placed by a 2 hter overhead cam umt

Although greatly enlarged m capacity
the new engme had the same bore as

the 1600 but a big lOcrease m stroke
from 2 63 ms to 3 27 los Along WIth
the use of bIgger Hltaclu carbs and an

alumlOum alloy cyhnder head the

power was lucked up to 135 bhp at

6000 rpm or over 1 1 hp cu m As If

thIS weren t enough Datsun also an

nounced that a speCial 150hp versIOn

would be available WIth two Solex

twm throat arbs and a hotter cam

Yet because of the alloy cylmder head

the new engme weIghed only a few

pounds more than the 1600 s pushrod
umt and slipped nght mto the car

WIthout any kmd of suspensIOn or

steenng changes bemg necessary
Behmd the new engme was a new

transmiSSIOn a mmd blowmg 5speed
all syncromesh umt that shIfted gears
shcker than a greased rabbit whlskmg
through a pneumatic tube The Datsun

2000 whICh the factory called the

SRL 311 was the only low pnced
sports car m the world beSIdes Flat
which had a 5 speed transmiSSIOn and

the 2000 was much faster than the Ita
han car Also new were a higher fmal
dnve ratio and Wider steel wheels

With the hlgh wmdlOg new engine
and low weight the 2000 was a httle

stonner It could now ZIp up to 60

mph 10 10 sees almost hit 100 mph m

3rd gear If you were wtlhng to over

rev a mite the redlme was at 7000
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1 And he ladles loved em The

1600 became s favorlle I me csr

because II was low In cosl essy on Ihe

gas snd Jusl plsln fun 10 drive Dalsun

wheare your sweel roadslers now

2 The 1600 s engIne wss an

uncompllcaled I me rockerbox Ihal

pumped oul a hesllhy 96 hp wllh 1IIIe
fuss The HlIsch csrbs areJapanese
versIons of Ihe venerable English SU

3 The 2000 relalned same body as

earlIer Dalsun roadslers bul had
overhead cam and all syncro 5 speed

4 The 2 lIler engine of he 2000 had he

same bore as Ihe 1600 bul a much
longer stroke The slandsrd engine was

raled al 135 hp bul he Is Ihe special
150 hp oplonal version wllh lis wIn

Solex carbs and holler camshafl

5 Each succeeding version of Ihe
roadsler became mocomfortable snd
beller dels led This Is Ihe 2000 s

cockpit wllh lIs big Inslrumenls

5 speed gesrsh f1 and racy lookIng
steering wheel Nole he useful desd
pedal 10 Ihe Ie of Ihe clulch pedal

i
ll
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3

rpm and top out at US mph m Its

standard form the factory claImed 124

mph for the lSOhp verSIOn The top
speed was power hmlted for the 2000
would actually go as fasf m 4th gear as

5th whKh was an overdnve raho The

pnLe had gone up agam and Was now

nght at 3000 shl a bargam
The 2000 was a great value wltb so

phlShcated mechamcals and could run

T r

r

5

rIngs around any other low prIced
sports car But It hl looked rather
well Japanese and the styhng had not

changed smce the 1500Lc GIVen thIS

ImpresslVe trak record however en

thUSIasts may wel have wondered If
Datsun were planmng somethmg really
spectacular It was

When the 240Z was announced m

late 69 It was a bombshell Its com
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OLDIES BUT GOODIES

bmatlon of features styhng and low

pnce or at least a reasonable pnce

sharply revealed the Bntlsh sports cars

for the venerable antiques they were

and even made more modem desIgns
such as Flat Opel and the Porsche 914
look badly overpnced

For starters It was a knockout look

er And thIS was no acudent the result

of a lucky happenstance by a group of
de gners workmg m IsolatIOn In the
best but often dended Japanese tradI
tion the best features of the best

sports cars m the world were studIed

at length and then adapted for use m

the Z car Gone was the moffenslve
but unexcltmg httle roadster replaced
by a sharkhke coupe that was remmls

cent of the Jaguar E type Ferran GTB
and Toyota 2000GT but blended mto

a new and stunmng shape A hft up
taIlgate gave lots of luggage room and
the plush mtenor was extremely com

fortable Under the hood was a 6cyhn
der overhead carn engme dlsplacmg 2 4

hters from whKh the ar receIved Its

desIgnatIOn It owed a lot to the 4

cyhnder engme of the 510 sedan smce

It had the same cylmder dImenSIOns

pistons rods beanngs and valve gear
Rated at 150 bhp m standard 2 carb
form It could shoot the sleek coupe

through a quarter mIle m under 17
secs and could also reach a top speed
of over 120 mph

The other techmcal specIficatIOn
were Just as lmpre slve even If not so

obvIOUS as the body and engme A
MacPherson strut front suspensIOn
adapted from the 1800 sedan a large
model not Imported mto the US with

COlI sprmgs and an anti roll bar was

good but not unexpected but the rear

suspenSIOn was somethmg else It was

an mdependent setup that owed noth

mg to any prevIOUS Datsun smce It

was dIfferent from the 51O s seml trall

mg arm arrangement Rather hke a Lo
tus Elan It used large stamped lower
Wishbones and angled struts to locate
the wheels whIch were sprung by olls
and fed power by sphned and U omt

ed axles Notable about both front and
rear suspensIOns were the pams Datsun
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took to keep VIbratIOn ISolated Rubber

bushmgs were used extensIvely the
front suspensIOn was on a rubber
mounted subframe and the supportmg
bar for the rear of the differential was

anchored m large rubber doughnuts
The result was an ImpressIvely qUIet
and comfortable nde alhed with excel
lent roadholdmg

There was SImply nothmg hke the

240Z avaIlable at anythmg near the

pnce The announ ed hst prIce was

3526 at all ports of entry but nobody
ever paId that httle for one The same

dIsease of option overkIll that hIt the

Jaguar XK E m ItS early days struck
the 240Z Dealers knowmg the Im

mense populanty of the car ordered
them from the factory With every con

elvable option and then added some

of their own su h as the very attrac

tlve alloy wheels In fact It IS almost

ImpOSSIble these days to fmd a Z WIth
the standard steel wheels All thiS ram

pant profIt takIng drove the dehvered

pnce to over 5000 but still the cars

sold as fast as dealers could get them

It was that good The Z car rapidly
became the fastest selhng sports car m

the USa posItion It mamtaIned until

superseded by the 260Z and now the

current 28GZ

THE SEDANS

The sporb cars prOVIded the pizzazz
for Datsun s hne but It was naturally
the sedans whIch a counted for the
bulk of sales In Ie than 20 years Oat
sun has chmbed from nowhere m the
US market to the pOSitIOn of 3rd best

selhng Import and threatenmg to

move hIgher and the Improvement m

ItS produ ts IS Just as remarkable
Datsun fIrst tned the U S market m

the late 50 s With a rather miserable
httle sedan that was frankly a Japanese
copy of an equally mIserable Enghsh
car It didn t sell too well for the

same reasons that small Enghsh sedans
have never sold well m the US lack

of power and mdlfferent engmeenng

Thmgs Improved greatly With the 1961
mtroductIon of the Bluelnrd a much

better and more attradlve ar whIch

also mcuded a statIOn wagon m ItS

vanatlOns It was powered by a 1200cc
4cylmder pushrod engme developmg
only 48 bhp suffiCIent to allow the

squansh car to rea h 75 mph ThiS

Isn t much performance but the Blue

bud was aImed at the VW market and

1961 VW s were no balls of fue either
The engme s speCIficatIons and even

appearance resembled a BMC umt

from whIch It had been denved but
the grOWIng matunty of the Japanese

ompany was refleded m the body
styhng and appomtments they showed
much more Amencan Influence than
BrItIsh and revealed how senously
Datsun was eyemg the Amen an mar

ket Bench front seat 3 speed transmis

SIOn whItewall tues conventIonal de

gn good nde low pnce they were

all there Datsun was gettmg ItS act

together
Datsun sales mcreased steadIly m

the next several years as theu U S
dealer network expanded and more

and more Amencans found they hked
the mexpenslve httle Import from Ja
pan But m 1967 came a brand new

sedan 0 advanced It became an m

stant success and was almost smgle
handedly responSIble for Datsun s pres
ent emInent posItIon

Ongmally caled the Bluebud 1600

the new ar was shortly deSIgnated by
ItS Nsan model number 51O smce It

had nothmg m common WIth the ear
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her Bluebird It was a thoroughly mod
ern design With sparkhng up to the
mmute technology and actually more

closely resembled an expensive Europe
an sports sedan 10 ItS specIficatIOns
than the usual economy car The en

gme was a 4 yhnder smgle overhead
cam umt With cylmder dImenSIOns of
3 27x2 90 ms 83x733mm whICh
showed that thiS was really a new en

gme not Just an overhead earn verSIOn

of the earher 1600 pushrad engme It
featured su h goodieS as an alloy cyhn
der head and hve malO beanngs mak

mg It more durable than the 1600 Al

though ItS peak power was the
same 96 bhp the 510 engme devel

oped It at a lower rpm and also had

only a smgle arburetor and mild valve

1 The Bob Bondurant School ot

High Performance Drflllng used Dalsun
roadsters and sedans to teech neophyte
race drillers the trIcks of the Irade Here
a student leads the way oul of a

s plng tum m a 1600 while watchmg
owr hIm Is Bondurant In a 2000

2 When prepared for oft road racmg Ihe
510 was a formidable compelllor as lIs

light ght strong engine and
mdependent rear suspensIon enabled It
10 trounce many more expensllle cars

3 When the 510 sedan was Inlroduced
In 196T It was originally called the
Bluebird the same rather delightful but

quixotic name as a prelllous Datsun
sedan The name was soon dropped In
fallOr of the pragmallc bul sterile
numencal deslgnallon But II was a

great car under anyname

The 2door sedan was the most

popular of the 510 line since It

appealed to such a wide IIarety of

people Its economy attracted the budgel
buyers lis clean lines satIsfied those

0 had been repelled by the uglmess
of most Imported economy cars and lIs
advanced technical speCIfIcatIons drew
lalllsh praise from sports car enlhusasls

5 The door 510 was no less
handsome than ItS 2door brother and
offered familY SIze comfort and
conwnlence at a bargain price
AutomatIc and air were popular optIons

6 Most practical of Ihe 510 Ime was Ihe
statIon wagon with lis large 11ft up
lallgale and generous cargo room

hmmg An all syncromesh 4 speed
transmissIOn With Datsun s typically
hght actIOn dehvered the power to an

mdependent rear suspenSIOn the hrst
on a Datsun sedan and the best on any
economy ar made anywhere Its seml

tralhng arm arrangement was In fact

qOlte Similar to that of a Rolls Royce I
The rear of the dlfferenhal was sup
ported on a short transverse leaf

spnng while call spnngs mounted atop
the trallmg arms attended to the mam

suspensIOn funchon The axles were

sphned and double Jomted and the

whqle setup was as sophistICated as

could be deSired The front suspensIOn
used a MacPherson strut With trallmg
hnks anh roll bar and call springs
front d1s brakes were standard Dat
sun really over engmeered the 510 and
It was a revelation to economy car

buyers the world over who had grown
to assume that low pnced cars had to

be nasty and prlmlhve httle affa s

whlLh shouted to the world how

penny pm hmg their owners were

Best of all to the non techmcal buy
er the 510 was a very attractive car

It had harmomous proportions dean
Imes and lots of glass It was modern

lookmg Without trymg to emulate some

ego trlppmg long hooded sports car

yet pra tical Without appearing drean

Iy dowdy Shghtly larger than ItS pre
decessor In all extenor dlmenslOns the
510 was hardly a large car yet It had

an abundance of mterlor room The
seats were comfortable and covered
With an exceptIOnally soft vmyl unfor

tunately they were not adjustable for
rake There was a fair amount of lug
gage space certamly more than 10 the

space mefflclent VW Beetle

But enthUSiasts qOlckly found that
the practlLal houseWifely face which
the 510 presented to the dollar con

SCIOUS buyer did not hide the sexy
siren that lurked enchantmgly wlthm
The 510 was fun to dnve and could
be hurled through corners fast enough
to give hts to BMW and MG drivers
Its 1600cc engme was no larger than a

VW s yet It developed 50more pow
er and was a lot qOleter to boot It
was mevltable that It would be raced
whICh was exactly what happened

With the 510 and later remforced

by the 240 Z Datsun gathered In

hordes of both ewnomy car buyers and

sporty car customers It had successful

ly estabhshed Its Image as a bOllder of

sporty and techmcally advanced small
cars In ontrast to Toyota S Image as a

maker of Iuxunous small cars

In late 70 Datsun cons hdated Its

e onomy Ime With a value packed
small car the 1200 It was an out

growth of a yet smaller engmed model
the Sunny whICh was not Imported
mto the USA truly small car With a

9010 wheelbase the 1200 was an at

tractive httle fastba k coupe which
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looked rather hke a pocket verSIOn of

an early Mustang fastback Its httle
1171cc pushrod 4 yhnder eng10e de

veloped 69 bhp at 6000 rpm an effI

cIent 1 hp cu 10 It was enough to

push the hght 1650lb coupe to over

90 mph whIle gettmg about 30 mdes

per gallon Its chassIs engmeenng was

nowhere as sophIstIcated as Its bIgger
brother s but It dJd have umbody con

structIon and front dISC brakes InsIde

were all the usual Datsun amemtIes 10

clud10g fully adjustable front seats

whde the rear seat folded down to cre

ate really generous cargo space At ItS

low hst pnce of 1916 It was a bar

gam The current B21O Datsun s pn e

leader IS a shghtly enlarged versIOn of

the 1200
All of the current models 10 Datsun s

comprehensIve lmeup B21O 610 710

280Z are covered separately 10 thIs
book so we won t go mto them here

SHOPPING AROUND

What to look for 10 a used Datsun
FlTst you had better decIde exactly
what model you are most mterested 10

For example If you SImply must have
a rag top then the three versIOns of

the early roadster SPL 31O 1600
200 are the only ones whICh WIll fIll

your bIll as all other Datsuns are

hardtops It IS rather surpnsmg that

no convertIble verSIon of the 240 Z

was ever offered If runmng costs and
fuel economy are all Important to you
then you d better forget about the

glamorous Z car and stKk to the small
er pushrod 4 bangers A 510 statIon

wagon would be the most utIhtanan
whIle the most luxunous would be a

used 610 And the fastest would natu

rally be the 240Z
It would be best to forget about the

SPL 31O unless you have an abldmg
mterest 10 hIStOry It was the flTst Dat
sun sports car The 1600 wIth ItS

short stroke engme bIgger wheels dISC
brakes and all syncromesh transmISSIOn

was Just a much better automobIle It

IS also a most frugal machme bemg
notIceably more economIcal than the
2000 or 240Z It should get a rehable

25 mpg a mIleage whIch only the

smallest eng1Oed Datsun sedam can

better And It IS sturdy and uncom

phcated vIrtues whIch make It rehable
and easy to work on Thmgs to watch
out for on thIS model are rubber com

ponents such as weather stnppmg and

wmdow moldmgs many of whIch were

susceptIble to ozone attack 10 areas

whIch have a smog problem If the

rubber IS 10 good shape and you buy
the car preserve It wIth ArmorAll or

some other rubber preservatIve The

rocker panels of thIS model were also

susceptIble to rust 10 damp chmates so

check carefully to aVOId gnef later
The 2000 roadster IS the best com

promIse If you want a roadster and

good performance It costs very httle
more than a 1600 At the tIme of thIS

wntmg 67 69 1600 s are selhng for

approXImately 1500 WIth a 300 lee

way eIther way dependmg upon condI

tIOn good 69 2000 s are gomg for
arol1Ild 1900 These pnces WIll prob
ably not change very much 10 the next

few years as normal depreCIatIOn WIll
be offset by TlSmg demand for these

cars are roadsters no longer avaIlable
from Datsun or practIcally anybody
else for that matter and they are

more economICal than the Z cars a de
slTable thmg 10 a world of mcreasmg
fuel costs The same faults noted for

the 1600 apply to the 2000 except
that the rubber quahty was better by
the tIme of the 2000 s mtroductIon
The tops of these roadsters are also

subject to crackmg as are the tops of

any convertIble Make sure you see the
car WIth ItS top up before you buy
even If It s the hottest day of the sum

mer 10 Death Valley The same thmg
apphes to the heater And don t forget
all those rubber hoses under the hood
The 2000 IS also the most satIsfymg
Datsun to OWll In a certam perverse
way Smce ItS undramatIc shape IS the

same as the 1600 s It s a real sleep
er Its easy to provoke l1Ilwary Tn

umph and MG owners mto an Im

promptu contest smce they can t be

heve that funny lookmg httle Japanese
car really has any beans untIl you
haul off and leave them fumbhng for
3rd gear Dnven gently the 2000
should be qUIte economKal UntIl re

cently It was the only Datsun offered
WIth a 5 speed transmIssIOn and re

member that the 5th gear was an over

dnve ratIo whIch means relaxed CruIS

mg and good economy on the hIghway
The Z ar IS somethmg else Even

now you are gomg to be hard pressed
to fInd a 70 240Z for under 3000

and then only If It s not up to snuff 10

some respect ThIS must make the ong
mal owners very happy mdeed for the

240 Z has proven to be about the

slowest depreclat1Og car around 10

spIte of the large numbers of them Im

ported Because the 240 Z IS a faITly
powerful car It IS sometImes not easy
to tell f one that you are exammmg IS

10 a poor state of tune If you re used

to dnvmg somethmg conSIderably less

powerful a Z WIll feel hke a rocket
even If It needs some strong attentIOn

from your local wrench man It s al

ways a good Idea to take an car

you re consldenng buymg to a reputa
ble mechamc or a dIagnostIc center

but WIth a complex and expensIve ma

chme hke the Z It IS almost mandato

ry unless you re an ace wrench your
self and very famlhar WIth the Z A
sensItIve pomt on earher versIOns up
to 72 was front end ahgnment If thIS
was not nght on the car tended to

wander at hIgh speeds and the steering
effort was hIgh

In used sedans there are only the

510 and 1200 up untIl the 73 model

year when the luxury 610 made Its

appearan e Of these the best buy IS

assuredly the 510 as ItS better perfor
mance Independent rear suspen lon

and greater mtenor room make It a

much more satIsfymg vehIcle to own
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than the less sophisticated 1200 yet
you don t have to pay a prIce penalty
The current range for 69 72 51O s

1100 1650 about the same as 71 72
1200 s And despite ItS sparkhng per
formance the 51O s engme only diS

place 16OOcc so It IS still qUIte eco

nomICal A few thmgs of which you
should be aware IS that earher 51O s

did not have cigarette hghters or arm

rests or rechnmg seat backs so If you
want these thmgs be sure to look for
them Datsun sedans also seem to be
more prone than usual to the rare diS
ease of a cracked wmdshleld but It

goes without saymg that you shouldn t

buy a car with a cracked wmdshleld
unless It IS repla ed fITst While on the

subject of wmdshlelds small rock chips
and plttmg from sandstorms are much
more noticeable from mSlde the car

1 The 1200 s engme was a sturdy and
Ihrlfty 4 cyltnder Unit wtlh

pushrodoperated overhead vatves A

gas m ser could eas ly yield over 30
mpg yet could push the I ghtwelght title
caral speeds up to 90 mph

2 The 240 Z s 6 cylmder engine
d splaced 24 liters and was raled al150

hp The plumbing looks a title

compl cated bul that s mosly because
of the anIsmog gear The basic engine
des gn was very sturdy and used many
mterchangeable parts w th the 510 sedan

3 The class c 240 Z took the sports car

world by storm when t made tsdebut
In late 69 AsIanshingly low In price tis
shark sleek skin covered a powerful
engme and a very advanced chassis
There are no cheap Z cars

4 The 1200 was Datsun s prtce leader
from 1970 to 73 The sporty faslback

coupe s the besl remembered model
from th s tne but the2 door sedan
would probably be a beller buy now

5 Among the many extras mcluded m

the 240 Z s base prtce was an

e ectrlcaty heated rear window for ts

large ta lgate The standard wheels had

Ihe slamped steel hubcaps shown here
most buyers ended up wtlh Ihe optonal
wde rlm atoy wheel w h wde rada s 3

r

lookmg out than from outside lookmg
m so he k carefully for these mmor

but Important haLards to VlSlblhty
Other than these httle hmts for spe

clhc mode you should naturally ap
ply rules that hold for any used car

Agam the best bet IS to take the car

to a mechamc you tru t Most dealers
w1l1 let you do thiS but some pnvate
parties may balk Better keep your
money m your wallet There are many

thmgs you can do on your own how
ever Check all the Vital flUIds It s

okay If the OIlS dark but It better not

be gummy If so It hasn t been

changed m a long time or the owner

has added a lot of STP to qUIet down

somethmg serIoUnscrew the 011 fil
ler cap and take a peek at the over

head cam or ro ker shaft If the car

has pushrod valves Is It clean with a

transparent 011 hIm all over It or can

you ee a lot of ludge and varnish If
the latter the engme has not had ItS

011 and hlter changed regularly which
means a lot of Internal wear Does
blue moke come out the exhaust par
l1cularly when descendmg a hill with
the throttle dosed Then the rIngs
need replacmg nou If you can get

the ar up m the air remove one front
wheel and the cap for the wheel bear

mg Check the condition of the bear

mg and the brake rotor If the rotor IS

scored from negleLtmg to change the
brake pads m time and or the beanng
IS bone dry or falls out m pieces you
not only have expensive parts to re

place but It IS a sure Sign of neglect m

other areas

Don t let these httle hornble pos
slblhtles frIghten you Datsuns are

among the sturdiest and most durable

cars ever made and most parts are rel

al1vely mexpenslve Datsun dealers are

now WIdespread Will be glad to exam

me your prospecl1ve purchase and are

mvarIably honest They have to be

they are pretty well wntrolled by the

factory which IS very conscIOus of

what has happened to a great many
other Imported car makes whICh grew
l areless about customer servIce Dat
sun owners have a high loyalty to the

marque the dealer knows that even If

your hrst Datsun IS a used one from

somebody else your next one may very
well be a new or used one from him
so he s gomg to do hiS best to keep
you as a customer Happy huntmgl lit

4
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NEW YS TO GO
A LOOK AT ALTERNATE FUEL SYSTEMS FOR DATSUNS

WIth Congress pulling one way
the President pulhng the otli
er and no Energy Program In

the forseeable future you and I and

good old John Q Taxpayer have only
one thmg we can rely on LIke death

and taxes It IS mevltable that the LOst

of fuel IS gomg to go nlv one way
UP With thIs m mmd It wIll behoove

us to take a close look at some alter
nate power sources They too are go
Ing to go up but hopefully not qUite
as high as gasolme

Propane IS currently selhng for 421

per gallon and IS the darhng of the

envuonmentahsts You can chmb on

the clean au bandwagon and save

some money too

Jody NICholas Techmcal Edrtor of

our MotorcyclIst magazine wants to

keep the desert al1 clean so he took

hIS Datsun 1600 PIckup to Ak MIller

Enterpnses at 9236 Bermudez In PIca

Rivera Cahf Ak mstalled a complete
propane kIt along WIth a turbo harger
to help hustle the httle fella over the

Allgeles Crest hIghway WIth no train

at all even when carrYing a load of

Cycles out to the de ert for a

MotorcyclIst road te t

In addllIon to bemg cheaper than

gasohne propane has other more eso

tenc vIrtues that aren t readIly appar
ent Propane bums deaner because It

has only 3 atom of carbon per mole

cule as opposed to 5 or more In a

moleLule of gasohne Being a gas at

atmosphenc pressure propane burns
both leaner and deaner Since It mlXe

completely With the InLOmlng al1 In

the cylinders There IS httle If anv ar

bon formallon In the combu lIon

chamber and plug fouhng IS ml WIth

no crankcase ddulIon You eventually
have to drain the ad because It gets
thlLker rather than thinner With an

octane rating of 105 propane IS eqUiv
alent to al1Lraft gasoline Good auto

molIve gasoline IS rated at about 94
oLtane Propane can be squeezed lIgbt
er by ralSlng the compreSlOn or tur

bochargmg WIthout detonallon WIth

less carbon propane doesn t burn qUite
as hot as gasohne hence doesn t dehv

er qUite as many Bnllsh thermal umts

BTU per gallon and It IS beat that

does the work In an mternal combus

tIOn engine However propane weIghs
only 4 25 Ibs per gal while gasohne
weIgh 5 87 lbs per gal When you
compute output In pounds of fuel per
hour per horsepower as IS done With

aucraft engines propane becomes

qUite effICIent

PICTURES TALK

through the pressure regulatmg con

verter and emergmg at atmosphenL
pressure Wlthm second after the en

gme starts warm water beginS to flow

through the converter changmg the m

LOmlng hqUld propane to a gas much

more effICIently
The vaponLed gas IS next routed to

the Impco carburetor which IS fully
euclosed by the al1 fIlter The carbure
tor IS deSIgned to fIt inSIde the al1 fIl
ter so that the enlIre umt can be m

stalled on top of the tock ga olme car

buretor It takes no more room than
the ongmal frlter and therefore pro
VIdes a dual fuel oplIon whereby you
can operate the engine au either gaso
hne or propane The ImpLO carburetor

operates hke a Europeau Solex Lar

buretor In that It s a Vdcuum con

trolled Ulllt responding to the throttle

ettmg As the throttle butterfly opens
and the vacuum drops the carburetor

Follow the pictures and let s take a

close look at thiS installatIOn The

pressunzed hqUld propane IS fl1st

piped to a vawum controlled shutoff
valve ThIs valve opens after the en

gine develops a vaLuum while being
turned over by the starter a sltuallon

that serve two purpose LiqUid pro
pane stored at Just uuder 200 pl

depending on ambIent temperature so

there must be a valve In the Ime to

prevent fuel flow wheu the engme n t

mnlllng But there IS no float bowl In

a propane carburetor SeLondly It

shut off the fuel If the engme stops
aCCidentally pun Intended The Impco
converter heat exchauger has a bIg
sponge In the lower sectIOn t at re

tams enough fuel to get the engme go

Ing on that fl1st cold tart Propane
butane and LNG hqUld natural gas
are stored under pressure because they
WIll bOIl away very qUlcklv at normal

atmosphenL pressure Even on a cold

start hqUld propane WIll become a gas
almo t Immediately after passing 3
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1 From fITewall forward we have fITst
the vacuum controlled shut off vatve an

Impco heat exchanger and pressure
regulator then the Impco Propene carb
mSlde he aIT filter

2 Boost control valve IS located In the
mtake duct Predetermmed sprIng
loadmg lImits boost pressure The

turbocharger Is burled outof SIght
alongsIde engme close to exhaust

3 Th s s what you can t see the
exhaust dflven turbme black must be
close to exhaust outlet to avoId heat
loss TurbIne blower sliver has Intake
to carb at fight Charge eXIts upward to
boost control valve

4 Impco Propene carb fits mslde the aIT

cleaner UnIt can be mstalled atop
gasoline carb for a dual fuel system
Carb Is vacuum controlled

5 Close up of Impco heat exchanger
and vacuum control valve The heat

exchanger IS heated by engme water
to convert lIquId Propene to vapor Umt

contams a pressure regulator
Economizer valve leans mIx at
crUIse to a 17 1 aIrfuel ratio

6 Crown Mtg Co gasoline turbo may
be short on economy but t WIll almost

double yourhorsepower ThIS InstallatIon
has a HitachI SU carb and should have
an aIT cleaner Ifyour car IS reg stered
m Calif you can forget this setup It IS

a nono Althoughcsuper clean at crUIse

It s heavy on emIssions at start up

7 Tony Capanna can slip a small
Nssan diesel Into your Datsun for a

pflce Both the Z carand 1600 pickup
are equIpped with diesels You have
to do a lot of dflvmg to recoup your
mvestment but they do runcheaper
and almost forever

shde nses conversely as the vacuum

rises when the throttle closes the shde

drops

NEW POINT

Up to thIS pomt the system we have
descnbed IS the standard propane con

verSIOn eIther straIght propane or

whIle used m conJunclton WIth your
gasohne Larburetor as a duaJ fuel sys

tem If you choose dual fuel and hve
m Cahfornla you wIll have to retam

all the stock smog wntrol devlLes m

order to be legal ThIs WIll negate the
whole deal one of the pnmary reasons

beSIdes fuel cost for gomg to propane
being to get away from those

perfonnance stranghng smog controls
To get even better performance

hang on a turbocharger and gra your
hat thIS IS hard to beheve you wIll

pICk up 60 10 70 more torque along
WIth 30 to 40 more borsepower m

addllton to a mIle or a mlle and a half

per gallon mcrease There IS a free
lunch after all You are makmg more

horsepower and Imrnmg less fuel AL

tually you are burnmg about the same

amount of fuel but you are burmng It

more effiuently by boostmg the com

preSSIon ratIo

A turbocharger IS a pecuhar httle
machme t looks hke a palf of vacuum

cleaners back to back Engme exhaust
drives one Impeller whIch spms a sec

and Impeller to force the alT gas
Lharge mfo the engIne Exhaust gas IS

asted pouer a turbocharger puts thIS

free power back to work thus recover

mg some of that wasted energy Per

haps thIS IS where the mIleage mcrease

comes from

In addItIOn to lookmg pecuhar tur

bos have another httle IdIOsyncrasy
that you must compensate for L ke
the old Stanley Steamer you don t

hold one w de open very long Smce a

turbo IS dnven by exhaust gas It Just
so happens that the more fuel you stuff
mto the engme tbe more exhaust you
get back whlc m turn stuffs m that
much more fuel the faster you go the
faster you go The end result of thIS
self perpetuatmg merry go round wIll
be a rod through the SIde of the en

gIne If you hold the throttle open too

long
To overcome th s httle eLcentnclty

racmg engInes ulthze a spnng loaded
exhaust bypass valve Lalled a waste

gate between the engme and the tur

bo We use a TC2 boost control valve
called a poormans wastegate m the

mtake system The TC2 IS ava lable
WIth a selectIOn of sprmg tenSIOns that

preset the valve at a ml1Xlmum boost

pressure As the boost begms to ap
proaLh the preset value the valve be

gms to close cuttmg down the charge
entenng the engme ThIS m turn re

duces the amount of exhaust leavmg
the engme thereby slowmg the turoo
and lowenng the boost pressure It

prevents a runaway engme at full
throttle For normal street use the
boost begms to occur at 2300 rpm and

6
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reaches a maxImum of 10 to 11 pSI at

full throttle

THE BOTTOM LINE

If all thIS sounds too good to be

true lets look at the bottom line Ak
MIller gets 1200 for a propane turbo

converSIOn mcludlng a 40 gallon tank

A straIght propane converSIOn less tur

bo runs about 600 whIle a gasohne
turbo mstallatlOn comes to only 580
If you have a fat wallet and are more

mterested m performance than econo

my a gasohne turbo IS a great way to

go
The Crown Mfg Co of 858 Produc

hon Place m Newport Beach Cahf
makes the turbocharger mstallatlOn
that we show here for use on the Dat
sun Z car 6cyl engme ThIS kIt devel

ops some very ImpressIve numbe
The stock engme IS rated 135 hp at

3500 to 5500 rpm WIth a Crown tur

bo the httle 6 puts out 140 hp at 3500

rpm 260 hp at 5000 rpm before drop
ping back to 255 hp at 5500 rpm on

only 9 pSI hoost ThIs IS almost dou

bhng the horsepower There IS no free
lunch on thIS Job though More horses
eat a lot more fuel but they do go
fast

Unfortunately gasohne powered tur

bocharged engmes are a no no m

Cahfornla due to the fact that they
are very heavy on emISSIOns when

startIng At crUIse thev are actually
cleaner than a stock engme In spIte of
all the latter s smog eqUIpment

All you lucky people out there
where the aIr IS clean can stuff a bIg
herd of horses under the hood wIth
thIS Crown KIt The Crown Mfg kIt
for the Datsun Z retails for about

625 but don t bother to wnte If

your car IS regIstered In Cahfornla
So much for cost be damned perfor

mance Now let s get back to more

practIcal matters DIesel at 46e per
gal has the highest BTU rating of all
fuels Translated thIS means that It has
more carbon and develop more com

bustIOn heat than any other fuel re

member It IS heat that does the work

Tony Capam a of WIlcap Co 2930 Se

pulveda Blvd Torrance Cahf WIll

shp a Nlssan dIesel mto your Datsun
that WIll not only mcrease the horse

power but WIll mcrease the mIleage as

well on cheaper fuel Tony has

Chrysler NlSSan dIesels avaIlable from
httle 2 cyhnder models to 4s 6 s and
a 908 cu In monster V 8 that he Will
mstall m anythmg you care to set be
fore hIm HIS most popular conversIOn

IS a 4cyhnder diesel In a Pmto that
dehvers an honest 85 mpg wIth a

2 79 1 rear end at a steady 55 mph
cruIse ThIS httle Job wIll squeeze out

55 mpg aroung town I

STRONG VALUE

A dwsel has a great many advan

tages In addItIon to mileage and

horsepower on cheaper fuel a diesel

develops tremendous bottom end

torque and you can put It m hIgh gear
and almost forget the transmISSIOn In
creased torque relate to the ablhty to

pull much hIgher gear rahos thereby
gammg better mIleage A major advan

tage however won t become apparent
for several years And that IS wIth
added horsepower and a compressIOn
ratIO of 22 I a dIesel engIne does have

to be stronger read heaVIer a shght
drawback However bemg stronger the

engme WIll wear forever at least
100 000 mIles before havmg to touch a

wrench to the engme IS not unusual
One of the gasohne engme s pnme

maintenance problems the electncal

system Is ehmmated m a dIesel the
latter SImply doesn t have any It does
have a set of glow plugs that are used
on cold start only WIth the 22 1 com

pressIOn ratIo the air In the cylmder IS

squeezed 0 hard It becomes almost
red hot When fuel IS Injected mto thIS

Stlper heated air It Igmtes mstantly
The Datsun 1600 pICkup that we

show you here belongs to JIm Reynolds
of Torrance Cahf The Wlkap con

versIOn cost hIm about 2700 ObvlOus

Iv you WIll have to do a lot of dnvmg
to Ju tIfv the added cost but that IS

the name of the game With a dw el It
WIll run forever Jlln can look forward
to weanng out a couple of ca before
he WIll have to overhaul the engme
ThIS httle 4 banger IS rated at 2200cc

dIsplacement WIth 110 Ibs ft of

torque At present JIm s pICkup IS run

mng a standard 4 speed manual trans

miSSIOn WIth a 438 1 rear end far too

low a ratIO WIth thIS much torque
avaIlable Jim IS gomg to mstall a Vega
rear end With 2 53 1 gears a fIX that

WIll get the truck Into the hall park
WIth the high mileage Pinto If he

wants more power Tony can Install a

turbocharger for an additIonal 500
that WIll dehver 15 to 17 more hoes

The tronger and heavICr engine
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added another 200 pounds up front
hut adJw tIng the httle pickup s taman

bar suspensIOn took are of the prob
lem mcely

The Datsun Z car shown here comes

wIth a 2060c engIne When Tony
shpped a 6cyhnder d esel under the
hood the dlspJacement Jumped to 3246

c 198 cu ins Th s workhorse IS rat

ed at 105 hp With 165 lbs oft of

torque A turbo w1l1 add another 25
horses to thIS underhood stable The
5 speed manual transmISSIOn Lomes

stock WIth the 5th speed bemg a 865 1

11 overdrIve Tony reworked the
00 to a 571 43 00 W th a 3361
stock rear end thIS works out to a final
dnve of 1 92 1 At present the car de
hvers over 56 mpg as opposed to only
28 mpg on gasohne but still Tony Isn t

satisfIed W th such an aerodynamIc
body deSIgn he should get even better

mIleage The ar pIcked up 210

pounds more weIght but no suspensIOn
changes were necessary Th s httle Job
less au condItioner and turbo w1ll set

you back a warm 4000 You w1l1 hav
to hve WIth thIS httle bomb for a lot

I

5

7

8

of years and do a lot of dnvmg to

recoup your mvestment though It s for

sure that you re not gomg to wear It

out

If B1ll Lear and some of the others

get theu acts together we may some

day get a steam engine or better yet
a turbine HaVing had the pnv1lege of

dnvmg one of Chrysler s experImental
turbine powered cars back In the 60 s

we re still not convinced that It Isn t

the way to go They were smooth as

SIlk and WIth today s spa e age metal

lurgy bUIlding the turbine would be
no problem Economy was a problem
but a turbIne hke a d esel w ll burn

anythmg that you can ferment or d s

tIll from cow dung to rotten banana

peels
In the meantIme you better get used

to smaller cars Our solutIon has
amounted to more than 28 000 m1les
on a 45 mpg motorcycle dUrIng the

past two years Let the good times

roll II

1 Cockp t addlt ons mcluda a

pushbutton switch and Ind cator I ght
Pushbutton energ zes glow plugs In

each cyfmder to Inlliate Ignition In a

cold start glow plugs are ready
In 20 seconds A 22 1 compression
ratio keeps engIne running with no

gnlton

2 Right s de appaars stock smce the
Z luellnJected engme doesn t have a

carb e ther Note the Wllcap water elbow
at front of engme Stock radiator

provides adequate cooling

3 Smce the original engme IS a 6 there

IS plenty of room for the desel 6 You
have to look closely to be sure thIS Isn t

a fuel mjected Z engme A bellhousmg
adaptor plate marries engme to the
5 spaed tranny

4 Air mtake Is located behmd the

g lIe justahead of rad ator core Note
exITa large air f lter this s a must
part cularly with turbocharged engmes
they use a lot more air

5 Vacuum control cJoses aIr Intake to

stop engme smoothly when fuel s shut
off Ex stmg choke cable s used to
actuate vacuum control valve High
compress on causes engine to buck

bedly on shut down unless air Is cut

6 Nlssan 4 cylinder diesel jumps 1600
Datsun pickup to 2200cc If you want
more horses W lcap can mstall a

turbocharger Note everything f ts

Firewall wlrmg s being sanltzed

7 Datsun heavy duty air conditioner
radIator s used alter movmg outlets to

mach engine Note Wllcap water f ttmg
at front of engine With this radator

cooling Is more than adequate

8 Addlllonallnstruments are nice this

panel con tams water temp 011 pressure
and ammeter Glow plug button and
IndIcator arrow appaar Just over center
of steering wheel very neat
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TUNE UPAND
TEg EQUIPA1ENr
ILLU TRA lIONS BY STEVE AMOS

SELECTING AND USING THESE ESSENTIAL TOOLS

It
seems that every neIghborhood

can boast of at least one Saturday
afternoon mechamc He s prob

ably the same one who rewued his
house last year and put on his own

roof thiS spnng Although hIs car was

old when you moved IOta the area 5

yearago It sllll looks new Your car

on the other hand IS lookmg pretty
shabby for bemg nearly new

You ve never abused your car In

fact you always took It to the car wash

every Saturday uhh every other

Saturday anyway And unlll the war

ranty expued you had It servIced at

the Datsun agency rehglOusly Of

course the corner service statIon was a

lot cheaper on theu pnces for lube

Job tune up and 011 change even

though they really dIdn t know much

about them furnn cars Unfortunate

ly It s Self Serve now and there are no

garage stallS It s a storeroom

Now you have two chOices Take

your Datsun to the mdependent garage
down the road and hope theu mechan
ICS don t use sable for shop rags or ask
the neIghborhood dO It yourselfer If

he ll do It Well there IS a thud alter

nallve You yes you can do It your
self After all you ve been cheatmg
the car wash out of theu profIt for

qUIte some ltme and WIth the new

easy toapply car waxes there s no rea

son why you can t handJe that too

It s Just a short step from there to

changmg your own 011 engme trans

miSSIOn and rear end Then domg
your own lubncatlOn work And tune

ups would be next

The problem confrontmg most

would be dOIt yourself auto mechamcs
IS what IS requued 10 the way of gad
gets That IS of course assummg there
IS a molecule of mechamcal aplltude
10 one of those 10 thumbs Instrucllon
al books such as thiS the Datsun Own
er s Manual and Shop Manual WIll
serve as your mstructor But If you re

ally get stuck there s the Saturday af
ternoon mechamc 10 your neIghbor
hood to fall back on When It comes to

tools you should have your own

HAND WRENCHES

Hand wrenches Will probably be
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your fIrst addllton to the very baSIC set

of tools supphed With your Datsun

smce you no doubt have a standard
screwdnver set and a Phllhps cross

slot screwdnver set around the house
Phers are also a common household
Item along WIth an adjustable wrench
or two The bargam bm hand
wrenches are usually of the open end

type that IS both ends are open slot
ted to accept bolt heads and nuts 10

hexagonal pattern OccaSIOnally the

bargam bm Will contam box end
wrenches Smce the ends of these
wrenches are closed or boxed they
must be dropped over the nut or bolt
Youll fInd box end wrenches 10 6 or

12pomt patterns 12 pomt IS prefered
but 6 pomt provIdes more gnp on the
nut or bolt Box end wrenches Will not

fIt mto some places where the nut or

bolthead IS too close to a perpendICu
lar sectIOn of the part It s holdmg

The most versaltle of all hand

wrenches IS the combmalton type
whIch has an open end configuratIOn
on one end and a box end pattern on

the other end Most pro mechamcs use

thIS type of hand wrench
The Important thmg to remember IS

to aVOId the bargam bm wrenches

regardless of type Quahty wrenches
are made from a hIgh grade steel and
are usually drop forged not cast for

strength Also the ends that gnp the

nut or bolt are machmed to closer tol
erances so there IS less slop between

the wrench and the nut or bolt Oh

yes your Datsun IS eqUIpped WIth
metnc fastenerso don t even bother
WIth wrenches 10 fracllonal mch sizes

look for those marked 10mm llmm
13mm etc

SOCKET WRENCHES

Socket wrenches are the backbone
tools of the profeSSIOnal and backyard
mechamc ahke They are SimIlar to

other wrenches m apphcalton but
have more uses smce they can reach

IOta recesses that other wrenches can

not The socket must be turned or

dnven by a handle that mates to a

square hole 10 the back of the socket
which IS SIzed from 14 10 up to 2 ms

for heavy mdustnal use The most

common dnve sIzes are lA In m

and h m There are many different

styles of handles avaIlable 10 each of
these dnve SIzes but the three most

popular are the hmge handle speed
handle and ratchet handle

Of the three the ratchet wrench IS

the most useful and most expensive
As Its name Imphes It has a ratchetmg
mechamsm bUIlt mto It to permit re

versmg directIOn lIghtenmg or loosen

mg Without removmg the socket from
the nut or bolt And the better quahty
ratchet wrenches possess a fIner gradu
allan so that shght handle movement

translates IOta a turn of the nut or

bolt Nme limes out of 10 though a

httle more dIstance between the socket
and the wrench Will clear the path for
a greater swmg WIth the rathet han
dle That s why socket extensIOn bars
are offered AvaIlable lengths vary de

pendmg upon dnve sIze and some

aren t a bar but a spnng steel COIl for

fleXibility Of course there are

umversal Jomt sockets and adapters for

anghng mto awkward places
As m the chOIce of other automollve

tools the hIgher pnced socket sets are

usually of better quahty but don t buy
by pnce alone Fmd out what kmd of

guarantee IS offered WIth the tools Ac

cept nothmg less than hfellme

FEELER GAUGES

There are two way to go on feeler

gauges cheap or expensive Even the

expensive ones aren t really all that

costly so don t waste your money on

bargam box feeler gauges Look for a

set that IS marked 10 mches and mllh

meterShortIes are less money than

long feeler gauges WIth tapered ones

costmg a httle more Pnce usually 10

dlCates better quahty steel that results
m longer servIce hfe And longer
blades make It easIer to shp IOta those

sometImes elUSIve valve lash places
Those that taper to a narrow lip are

hkeWlse easier to msert 10 light quar
terSome feeler gauge sets are fmely

graduated from 0005 to 125 or thick

er but those With fewer blades are Just
as useful and WIll leave your wallet
thicker You may have to combme two

or more blades to get the proper dI

menSIOn but If you aVOid warpmg

kmkmg and mckmg the blades the
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1 Hopefuly your aulomotlve
Involvement with your Datsun will go
beyond merely checkmg thedlpsllck lor

proper OIl level Beyond thIs Is where

tools become necessary

2 Addmg oil usually requIres usmg one

of those serVIce statIon spouts top 10
avoid drlbblmg the OIl over the engme
Of coursa you can sava the cost by
usIng a beer can openerand a pIece of

cardboard to start the OIl flowing m the

right dIrectIon This Isalso handy Ifyou
mIsplace your store bought spout
Crease the cardboard center and pour
onlo creased area whIch IS posllloned In
the liar neck Then as flow of oil evens

out guIde can down cardboard until It S

over the fller neck bonom When

finishedaddmg the oil dIscard can and
OIl stamed cardboard

3 1 you elect to also change your own

oil you can make your own catch basin
with dIscarded or new plasllc
dlshpan provldmg It WII hold at least 2

gallons To overcome thespllage
problem plywood base and 1xl In
SIdes combmed with old bed casters

wllpermIt It to roll In and outon

concrete dflveway

4 ScroungIng around tha place may
reveal something on the order of thIs

mofley assortment The screwdflvers are

okay but the wrenches are Ameflcan
Standard sizes and your Datsun requIres
MetrIC Items

5 you have a lew odd lengths of
twoby Iour laying around you can make

up a paIr of wheet chocks that WIll

mterlock lor storage m the trunk of your
Datsun Contact cementmg pIeces of old
shower mat or non skId strIps helps on

smooth concrete and while you re at It

put a few pIeces on thebolom of the
scIssors jack and your otherbumper
jack In the second car
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measurement WIll be accurate enough
One fmal Item before we leave hand

tools and move mto meters and thmgs
It really Isn t neLessary to buy all your
tools from the same source unless you
crave matchmg brand names There IS

noreason why Crafbman Sears Roe
bULk screwdnvers Proto sockets S K
extensIOn bars UtIca phers Snap On
combInation lwrenches a WIllIams
ratchet Thorsen speeder handle and

Challenger flex handle Lan t be put m

the same tobl box In other words
don t feel obliged to purchase one

manufaLturer s complete Ime of hand
tools And don t feel that you must

purLhase a complete set of sockets or

combmatIon wrenches or screwdrIvers
In fact before you part WIth even a

fraction of your meagerly monthly
pIttance look m varIOUS stores gather
up some tool catalogs and compare
brands feature by feature design by
deSIgn Don t be fooled by a shmy
smooth chrome plated handle Thmk
of what would happen to your knuck
les If your greasy hand shpped off that
shck surfaLe Conversely deep knurlmg
or serratIons on a handle mIght aDJure
up VISIOns of bhsters

After you ve mtegrated your hand
tool purchases mto your paychecks no

need to buy everythmg at once begm
WIth the purchase of the sizes most

Lammon to your model Datsun do

1 A full Slit of Iools like this Proto
Master Maintenance Set may be

Invaluable 10 a pro buta weekend
mechanic really doesn t require 10 pair
of plIers and one good socket set

upper teft wlli suffice

2 BasIc wrench patterns are open end

bottom box end top and the most
versatIle and popular among
professIonal mechaniCS the
combmatlon wrench center

3 A full set of Metric size combination
wrenches may take too big a bIte outof
the budget so determme the most

useful sizes and purchase only those to
start Later other sizes can be added
Remember that good hand tools are an

Investment not an expense

some senous shoppmg Take a nut and
bolt along WIth you and use them as a

quahty gauge Out of SIX lOmm sockets

or wrenches perhaps fIve of them Will
be nght on and the Sixth wIll be a

half oversize P ck one of the fIvel
Be sure to ex mme each and every
tool even If m a set for umform plat
mg precise mIlhng or broachmg and
accurate markmg When glvmg the

onceover to phers and wife tutters

make sure the SCISSOrs aclton IS smooth
and that the Jaws gnp evenly Wire

wtters hould be exammed agamst a

strong hght If there dayhght VISIble
when the laws are squeezed together
pIck another paIr and te t them A
man doesn t marry the first woman he
meet or buy the flfSt house he sees so

why should he purLhase the fIrst
wrenLh he pulls out of the bm Just
hke a Wife or a home tools are a long
tIme Investment

TORQUE WRENCHES

The hand tools Just dIscussed are reI

e 6e ff Ge @ e f gil fr
I

e tl e 8 3 t f r f 1 T Jt e
F

l
1

t t M ag r
I IP

i I
I tet tt Oi 4 1 1

M M HO 0
R

c

l
L

E 0 jft
1 fi

me fll o 3i
N LtfjJ i

iII i lli i J
Q qg tf W

I 4i
l nu

v 21

l g ltllillll 2
p J sr

D
f

ff A
W

f z1 f i

J f ei J g
0 I

z
It tiil tt

H q

1 Q C n 2 J
I

2
JJ f

38 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN



atIvely mexpenslve and adequate for
the simple pomts plugs and wndem
er type of tune up If you praLtIce
the alternatmg tune up techmque the

garage does one you do the next etL

you really don t need any addItional
tools Should you decIde to Lilt the ga
rage off hke you did the car wash
then a few addItional Items are of val
ue The torque wrenLh IS the fIrSt of
these to be consIdered If YOII fhp
qUIckly mto the tune up phase of the
malntenanLe section you ll nalKe In

the stepby step sequenLe that the cyl
mder head IS alwaY torqued before
the valve lash adjusted ThIS of

lourse requlfes the use of d torque
wrench Nuts and bolts even those se

curmg the cyhnder head to the engme
bloLk have a tendenLY to loosen after

prolonged operation If tune up mter

vals are frequent and you re practIcmg
the alternatmg tune up techmque
there s httle to worry about If youve

deoded you re gomg to tune your Dat
sun every time then the pomts plug

5

6 7

and condenser along WIth valve lash

naturally tune lip IS out

It IS ImpossIble for you or even a

tramed mechanlto tighten a senes of
nuts or bolts to an exaLt predeter
mmed tenSIOn Without some way of

measllnng the force torque bemg ap
phed And the cyhnder head must be

umformly tight agamst the cylInder
block Otherwise gas and coolant can

leak out Too much torque Will cause

leaks too due to dItortIon of the mat

mg surfaces and ulflmately major
damage to expensIve parts The answer

IS III USIng a torque wrench
There are three basIC kmds of torque

wrenches The least expensive IS the

deflectmg beam type It IS not as accu

rate as the other two types and unless
the user can pOSitIOn hImself dIrectly
over the scale maybe by standmg on

the fender when torqUIng cylInder
head bolts false readmgs are easIly
obtamed Next on the cost scale IS the
dIal mdlCatmg type of torque wrenLh
It IS more aLcurate than the defleLtmg
beam but the user stIli has to be m a

posItion to read the dIal accurately al

4 AdJustmg valve lash Isn t all that
dIfficult WIth a good set oUeeler gauges
arrow The longer the blades the

easIer It willbe

5 To keep from marrIng the fm sh of
your Datsun fenders you will need some

kInd of fender cover The store bought
kInd WIll setyou back about 5 but an

old beach towel IS a good and

mexpens ve substItute Have the wife or

glflfrlend stitch pockets along one edge
to hold tools

6 Remote starter SWItches are hooked
up dIrectly from the positive battery
termInal to the small flat tablike
termInal on the sterter solenoId Do not

connect clip to eIther of the two bIg
termInals on the starterl

7 To make the valve lash adjusting task
easIer stili a remote starter switch
should be added to your tool kit
VIrtually all tune up sets Include one

of these unIts
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though some have added features to

overcome thIs handIcap Some have a

tattletale hand a second pomter moves

along WIth the fust and stays at the

highest readmg until reset There IS

also one wIth a hght signal that s ac

livated by an outer dIal set to the de
sIred torque great for cavernous en

gme compartments or dim garages
However the most accurate and ex

pensIve torque wrench IS the audible
click type wherem a mIcrometer

barrel handle set to the delred

torque readmg and when this IS

reached there IS a cli k that can be
both felt and heard A mechamsm m

the head of this type wrench Just hke
a ratchet wrench head allows torqumg
to the left or nght

TIMING LIGHTS

You ve probably seen a limmg hght
offered as part of a low wst tune up
kIt at the local dIscount store and
wondered whether they d really get
the Job done After all there are lim

mg hghts m the automolive sectIOn of
the same store that sell for more than
double the cost of that enlire tune up
kit The answer IS yes they WIll get
the Job done but

But the lImmg marks on your
rankshaft VIbratIOn dampner had bet

ter be very legIble and not buned In

the most remote rea hes of the engme
compartment obs ured by hoses tubes
WIres and smog apparatus These mex

pensIve neon type lImmg lights are

perfectly okay If you have a dear shot
at the limmg mark and If you re do

mg your tune up m a garage where

you can eaSIly shield extraneous sun

light from dImming the hghtmg quah
lies of that mexpenslve neon bulb

The liming hght the pros use the
strobe light gun can cost anywhere 2

from 20 to over 70 Although all the
strobe type tlmmg lights are search

lights compared to the neon bulb van

ety some are bnghter than others The

bnghter the strobe light gun the far
ther from the 20 pnce tag Itll be
Then too the strobe hght guns at the

upper end of the pnce range offer fea

1 11 you opt tor the tency tender cover

mmus pockel3 e seperate tool caddy
can be made trom scrap ptywood 10 tIt

astraddte the gntte guard or the radIator
shroud Use towetttng or te to prevenl
scratches

2 This Is deneclmg beam fyp8 with

tattletale Indicators so Ihal you don I

have to stand dlractty over the scate to

gel accurale readIng This Is tine tor
most Jobs and tess expensive Ihan one

In No 3

3 Torquing cylinder head betora seltlng
vat tash Isa mus and that means

buytng a torque wrench This Is
micrometer handle type wIth ratchetlng
head tts expensIve 3
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tures not avaIlable WIth the neon type
limmg hghts

For example the Proto strobe type
lImmg gun features not only a bnlhant
whIte hght that WIll let you see the

lImmg mark even famt buned ones

on the bnghtest of days but also an

automatIc polanty power pIckup ThiS

means It makes no dIfference what clip
you hook to the two battery posts the

limmg hght wIll work Just the same

Without any damage to the gun
Other likeWIse expensIve strobe

type liming hghts have a handy fea
ture called Induclion pickup ThiS IS a

clever phrase that means no spark plug

r

h



WIre d1sLOnnectlOn IS needed to hook

up the hm10g lIght All that IS re

qUIred of the user of thIS gun IS to

sImply clamp the dothesp1O type 10

duchon pKkup Lhp around the No 1

spark plug WIre the Igmhon WIre lead

109 to the front cylInder on your Dat
sun Presto The hm10g gun IS ready
to use

The Hawk 0 C Power Analyzer has

a tach dwell meter bUIlt 1Oto the back
of the strobe type hm10g lIght so If
the treasurer of your household lImits

you to one tune up tool you d better

pIck th s one

To sum up hm10g lIghts If you re

tun10g under brIght sun cond1hons
such as out on the drIveway or your
hm10g marks are hard to get at or dlf
hcult to read you ll need the extra

5

6

brIllIant lIght that nearly all strobe

type hm10g hghts offer If on the oth

er hand you re work1Og 10 a dun ga
rage and your tIm10g marks are unob
structed and easy to read you ll be
hard pressed to JustIfy anyth10g better

than that hand flashlIght style neon

tIm10g lIght
TACH DWELL METERS

What does a tach dwell meter do
As ItS name 1mphes It Lan n1OctIon
eIther as a tachometer or by f1lpp1Og a

sWItch as a dwell meter The d al faLe
IS ImprInted WIth two scales one 10

rpm for the tach functIOn the other 10

degrees to read dwell The same nee

dle IS used for both and you sImply
read the scale that corresponds to the
sWItch pOSItIon There IS one major dlf

Hooking up lire Imlng IIghl s easy
Poslllve clamp 10 poslllve balle
posl negallva clamp goes on Ihe other
posl and lire hooded lead Is allached
to lire No f cylinder al Ihe sperle plug
Ilself An extenson usually suppled

goes between lire plug and Ihe plug
wire

5 If lire No f cylinder s nol easily
accessible al Ihe sperle plug the wire
can be traced from lire sperle plug to lhe

dlslrlbulor lire extension Inserted
belwen Ihe distributor cap and plug

wire and the hooded clamp from Ihe
liming Ighl connecled to if as shown
above

6 II you opl tor lire more cosily 1

slrobe Iype liming IIghl wllh en

Inductance pickup you don t have tok
disconnect anything Allyou do Is slip
the clothes pln type cl pover lire spalc
plug wire on the No f cylinder lire
ollrer hvo to the proper batte terminals
f rs of course and you re ready to

check lire Imlng the engine musl be

going

7 Again mosl tuneup sets w1I have a

small flashlight type timing light that
wllbe serviceable under proper
condlt ons but IIr s RAe All Pro
model with replaceable xenon tube

retails for less than 25 and wll really
pick out the marks
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ference among the vanous brands of

meters Some have a second sWitch for

selectIng the number of cylinders
wh le others have double dials for rpm
and degrees one for 6 cylinders the
other for 8 cylinders 4 cylinder en

g10es double the 8cylinder readmgs
In Its tachometer mode Its used for

sett10g Idle adJustments Most tune up
1Ostruchons especially those for cars

With automatIc transmiSSIOns speofy
settmg the Idle at a speofIc rpm Smce
the 240Z IS the only Datsun model

whlLh comes w th a tachometer as

standard eqUipment the tach funchon

IS most useful for carb adjustments
To understand the dwell functIOn

let s bnefly cons der the Igmhon sys
tem espeoally the dIstnbutor pomts
These po1Ots are a SWitch wh ch con

trols the flow of electnclty m the pn

mary low voltage gmtIOn CIrCUIt

When the po1Ots are closed the CirCUit

IS grounded and eJectnclty flows
which bUilds up a magnetIc field 10

the COlI When the po1Ots open the

pnmary CIrCUIt current stops whICh

collapses the call s magnetIc held

whICh 10 turn causes an extremely h gh
voltage to be 10duced 1Oto the COlI S

secondary w1Od1Ogs Th s high voltage
IS routed to the proper spark plug
whICh fires and gmtes the fuel air

mIXture

So the po1Ots are a key Item m the

system The all Important gap between

them whICh you are be10g forever told

to check was established by the manu

facturer to ensure that they do their

Job They must be closed long enough
for the COli to buIld up ItS full magnet
IC held called saturahng the COlI and

open long enough for the field to com

pletely collapse and dIscharge ItS spark
before startmg over aga10 If the gap IS

either too Wide or too narrow the

spark wIll be weak

IgnitIon dwell refers to the tIme the

pomts are closed and t IS measured m

degrees of dlstnbutor cam angle ThIS

s what you measure With the tach

dwell meter m ts dwell functIon It s

another way of measunng the pomt
gap but more accurate than the tom

manly used feeler gauge A feeler

gauge should never be used on pomts
whICh have been 10 service but only
on new pomts smce the surfaces of

the po1Ots become distorted from all

the electncal arcmg they undergo A
feeler gauge therefore cannot accurate

Iy measure the proper gap on used

pomts smce the surfaces are no longer
flat and parallel to each other but a

dwell meter can smce It IS an

electrical measurement of the gap
rather than a mechamcal one

Not only s a dwell meter accurate

1 WIllie Its possible to tune your
Datsun to en ecceptable degree 01

accuracy WIthout a tachIdwell meter

superlor performance and better
economy lustlty the cosl of the greater
accuracy they provide ThIs Penske
Model No 21014 tach dwell meter

offers pomt resIstance check es well
You ll flndIt at Sears

2 J C Penney s Is getting a well earned
reputstlon for hIgh quality products at

very reasonable prices Their tune up
Iools are a case In pomt ThIS
PrecIsIon Master test and tune kit

Model No 8876 has flVflellcellent
quality UnIts tachIdwell meter remote

starter SWItch strobetype timIng light
compression gauge and vacuumI

pressure gauge WIth compertmented
carrymg case lor about 70

3 You re Interested m thet easy touse

mducllve pickup timIng light Your
Sears aulo depertment offers a superb
one under theIr topquallly Penske label

4 01 course tachIdwell meters are

offered as pert of any tuneup kIt ThIs

one rom RAC Is a basIc tool bargain al

22 99 Included WIth Ihe tech Idwell
meter and tIming light Is a rotatmg dlal
compression gauge a remote starter
switch and a vacuumlfuel pump
pressure tester Accuracy can t compete
with 1o lIne units mdlvldually priced far

hIgher but these Items are more than
suitable for that Saturday atternoon lob2
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It IS also fast If you ve ever nddled
with settmg the pomts with a feeler

gauge you know what a pam It IS to
make sure that the pomts are restmg
emctly on the top of the dlstnbutor

am lobe It means hlttmg the starter

button or a remote starter If you have
one time and agam And the pomts
must be 10 that posItion or your mea

surement IS worthless Then you ve got
to lean over the dlstnbutor peermg
closely at the pomts perhaps with
someone holdmg a f1ashhght so you
an see what you re damg while you

hddle with the feeler gauge and screw

dnver With a dwell meter you can

forget all that You don t even have to

touch the dlstnbutor to measure the

gap Just chp on the meter one Wire

lead to the dlstnbutor s outside pn
mary ClrLUlt termmal the other to

ground hre up the engme and you
have an mstant readmg Most Datsun
4 ylmder engines should read 50 54
refer to the speclnc tune up sectIOn 10

thiS book for your particular engme If
the readmg higher the pomt gap IS

5

7

too small If lower the gap IS too

Wide and you can then adjust the gap
accordmgly All thmgs onsldered

you ll hnd a good ta h dwell meter to

he the most valuable and useful smgle
mstrument you can buy

Tach dwell meters vary 10 pnce
range due to a vanety of reasons but

chiefly because of meter a curacy eas

ily legible s ales and the capacity of

tumng 4 6 or 8 cyhnder ars

On the more expensive deluxe mod
els you ll see an additional 4 cyhnder
mode on the selector sWitch dial
What happens here when the 4 yhn
der mode IS selected You read the

rpm and dwell dIrectly without hav

109 to double the readlOg of the

economy tach dwells ThiS IS a worth
while feature For example If you re

tumng your 4 cyhnder Datsun and the
meter you have has only 6 and 8

cyhnder pOSitIOns on the selector dial

you ll have to use the 8 yhnder POSI
tion and then double the readmg on

the 8 yhnder s ale Say the dwell
reads 260 on the 8 ylmder scale you

now have to multiply thiS figure by
two to get the value you an compare
to fa tory spe s The answer IS of
course 260 times twoor 520 of dwell

This 4 cyhnder sele tor SWitch fea
ture alone an gIVe you better meter

5 A lIttle hIgher on the scale Is Daytona
Amencan s PIt Stop tune up Ieam of
tImIng light remote s18rler switch
compressIon tesler vacuumlfuel pump
tesler and expandedscale tach dwell
meter with poInts test and distributor
function modes It reta s for 99 95 as

shown

6 The J C Penny Accutune 700 IS a

timing lightand tachdwell meter In the
shape of a liming light This
trans sforlzed marvel Is 39 95

7 AII18chdwell melers hook up In thIS
manner the red poslllve lead of the
meler Is connected In parallel to the
distributor side 01 the Ignition call
The ground black lead of the meter Is
then all8ched to the chassis or body

8 RAC s Analyzer Timing LIght
combines the tach dwell meter and

timing light Info the shape of a

tachdwell meter Price IS 3999

8
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TUNE UP AND TEST EQUIPMENT

accuracy not to mentIOn ease of read

mg the dwell or rpm Ponder this If

the dwell calibratIOn IS off 1 on the

8cylmder scale on the economy tach
dwell meter It will be off 2 when

doubhng the readmg to get an compa
rable 4cyllnder value However If you
use a tach dwell with a separate 4

cylinder selector sWitch positIOn your

readmg will only be off 1 m callbra
lion What we re saymg here about
tach dwell meters IS that the less ex

pensIVe ones almost all of them will
do the Job but the more expensive me

ters WIll usually get the task done a

tad easier and offer a few more frmge
benefits to boot

Check high quality tach dwell me

tel such as Sears Penske It not only
has 4 6 and 8 cyhnder selector sWitch

poslllons and easy to read tach and
dwell scales but It also has a handy

1 Returning to the 20th Century this
RAC MaxI Tune 560 Is their newest

and greatest value In an Igmtlon
analyzer It handles 4 6 and B cyl
engines and reads rpm points
condItIon dwell amperage and voltage
for only 29 95

2 Inspecllon mirror makes It easy to

locate carb adlustmg screws Make your
own with old plastIC compact lId and
toothbrush handle

3 ThIS Penske dwelltachometer Irom

Sears s one 01 the most versatile umts

of Its kmd It can be used on 2 3 4
6 and B cyl engines and the scale IS

large

4 ThIS moderatelyplced Sears engme
analyzer handles a multitude of tasks
Dwell and tach readmgs for 4 6 and
B cylmder engines plus voltmeter and
points condItIon

5 ThIS SearsIPenske deluxe
automotove analyzer Is tops for the
doIt yourselfer ItnotonlygIves tach

and dwell readmgs butIncludes
condenser check spark output volt

ohm and amp scales for thorough
checkout of your Datsun s electlcal
circUIts It comes complete w th the

allachments shown here 3

pomts resistance scale to let you test

and know what cond tlon your Igmtlon
pomts are m

InCidentally all tach dwell meters

are wnnected to the Igmtlon electncal
urcmt m the same manner m parallel
The red posltlve lead of the tach
dwell meter IS connected to the d s

tnbutor or the CB Side of the COli and

the black ground lead of the meter IS

conneled firmly to a good ground on

the car

Tnne up tools both the exollc and

SImple ones used m the penodlc tune

up of your Datsun are mdeed a more

complex problem than sometlmes tun

mg the car Itselft So m our explanatlon
of tune up tools we have tned to keep
everythmg Simple and run down what
tools are offered that will get the Job
done Your own Judgment whether It

be the deluxe or get the Job done plam
Jane model and what s left m your

petty cash fund Will determme whICh

deSign and pnce of tune up tools you
will buy W
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A1AINrENANCE
TUNE UPAND
REPAIR SECTION

e doth hdndkerchief was re

placed by the Kleenex the shop
rag gave way to a paper towel

the pop up toaster that malhmllOned
was dlarded and replaced with a

new one after hardly a sewnd thought
Now Amenl anli are having second

thoughts Thdlsposahle sOciety whKh
we have enjoyed for many yedrs is on

the way out AmerIcans have heen
forced to reahze thdt the world s re

sources are not mexhaustIble There l
a dehmte hmit to the amount of fo 1
fuel Just a there IS only d certam

quantity of lTOO ore or a fIxed amount

of oxygen and mtrogen envelopmg the
earth when It IS used up there I no

reserve

The atlItude toward automobile

ownership has dlso changed The era of

buymg a new car every yedr or two

wIll probably dIe d low death but the
Ddtsun dnd automobile hke It will

greatly help hasten the end Datsun

dre easIly capable of nmmng 100 000
miles or more And should the cost of
new dr continue to estalate It WIlJ

provIde a neessary stimulus for retam

mg ownership beyond the few years so

ammon nowddays And who knows

Mayhe the tatus of a new car wIll

gIVe way to a greater status achieved

by ownership of a pnstme old car

Most Cdrs seldom hve to the npe old

age of 10 because of owner neglect
Part dnd parcel of the dlposable socie

ty IS the lack of Cdre accorded posses
ons from the simplest hke a toaster

to the most amplex hke a car The
tune to start canng for a caT IS not

when the hnal pdyment l made but
when it fIrSt purchdSed Make dally
care dnd weekly mspectlOn and dean

mg a habIt through repetItIon On the

followmg pages are gUldelmes to help
you establIsh these good habits m addI
tIon to mstnKtIons on how to do your
own tune up and repaIr work Not only

does self care and repan Sdve l onslder
dble money It proVIdes personal SdtIS

factIon thdt leads to havmg a pnstme
old car that not only looks hke new

but runs hke new as well Domg one s

fIrSt tune up may seem a bIt fnghten
mg but you have the added advantage
of ownmg a Datsun so you re well up
on the problem Datsuns are excellent
Cdrs for the dO It yourselfer because

they are Simple and edsy to work 01
The lIlilIal expense for tools and

eqUIpment Will more than pay for It

elf over a lO or IS year penod and
there s certamly nothlllg wrong With

plCkmg up a few extrd dollars for tun

mg d fnend s Datsun on a Saturday
mornmg Of course you may not want

to hdng onto your car for 10 or 15

yedrs but the day IS Just around the
arner when you may not have any
chOKe LIke quahty hand tools a car
should be VIewed as an mve tment a

long term mvestment W
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HOW TO CHECK YOUR DATSUN S FLUID LEVELS

FREQUENT MAINTENANCE
Frequent

mamtenance What s

that It can be hkened to the

adJustmg of mirrors seats and
seat belts before one dnves But m

stead of bemg pnmanly concerned
with extendmg the hfe span of the
dnver proper mamtenance extends the

operatIonal longevity of the car Its
tIme span may be anythmg from daily
to every two weeks but It should be

performed regularly and routmely
Veteran car commuters are aware of

the fact that the adjustment of seat

belts mirrors etc comes almost auto

mallLally With dnvmg expenence and
that the bnef exercise IS not an mcon

vemence at all to the dnver startmg
out on that trek to work So don t be
hesitant about takmg care of your car

too on a dally pre dnve basIs Most
aVid car enthusIasts do and there IS

good reason hIgher resale value more

miles of operatIon per dollar mvested
less mechamcal breakdowns and the
conhdence that your car will make It

from Pomt A to Pomt B Without an

unwanted halt All these are benefits
that frequent mamtenance offerS With
out any great demands from you

Just walkmg around the car each

mommg can be fnntful Are the tires

properly mflated You don t have to

1 Dally flUId check on the lfafOUS Datsun models IS sImple
ThIS Is the B 210 Shown at 1 IS the dipstIck handle 2 the
011 tiller cap and 3 the radIator cap

3 On the 610 serIes the fluid checks are at the same poInts
At 1 IS the dlpsflck at 2 the 011 filler and at 3 IS the

radIator cap Slmplel
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whip out your trusty tIre pressure
gauge then and there but If one tIre IS

conSIderably lower tban the others

you ll nollce It Any SUSpICIOUS puddJe
on the dnveway or garage floor If so

what IS It OIl water gas brake flUId
transmISSIOn flUId Spottmg It whIle
It s stIli small and correctmg It

promptly can prevent a horrendous re

paIr blllor even a colhslOn

Just a few mmutes a day and some

tender lovmg care will msure that your
car makes It to the magic 100 000 mile

fIgure on your odometer or unlll you re

ready for another new four wheel
dazzler tit

2 The underhood of the 710 IS similar to the other sedans At
1 IS the dipstIck 2 IS the all tiller cap and at 3 IS the

radIator fIller cap

VlifIlIllI lOOlfllfllfllIlFIIfj s W

7
J

1
I

t Jl

4 The plckup s underhood IS straightforward and the three
main flUId checks are at 1 dIpstick 2 engIne all tiller 3
radIator cap
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FREQUENT MAINTENANCE

HOW TO CHECK YOUR DATSUN S FLUID LEVELS

13 Batte es halfe a tough ob but are relable pieces of
equipment Regular cell and termInal checks are stili needed
espec ally m extreme weather Check lelfel In all cells

15 Don t check the coolant lelfel In the radIator unless the

engine s cold or you re In for a scaldmg surprise Release
cap slowly elfen when cold
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12 To add 0 all you halfe to do Is unscrew the f lIercap on

the Ifallfe cOlfer and pour In the required amount Use a funnel
Ifneeded

14 Ifa cell needs topping up use only d st lIed nelfer ord

nary lap water Don t olfert 1I a cell and don t smoke or halfe

any flame near an open battery

16 Add water or coolant as necessary accordmg to mstruc
lions from manufacturer There should always be a certain

percentage of rust mh b tor m system



J

t
CI

0

17 Windshield washer reservolfs are frequent points of neg
lect because an empty one Is an annoyance on the road not
a catastropha

19 Check those brake reservoirs Fluid should be up to the
mark beneath the cap as shown Keap area around filler
moulh free of dr1

21 Don l lorget 10 check Ihe hydraulic clutch servolf and
top II up I needed wllh the same fluid as you used In Ihe
brake syslem Don t overfill

1 iier r 1
4 r
iv

Jr
or

af

18 Ordinary waler Is useless m Ihe washer system usa a
su ab e wmdow cleaning solullon as recommended Naver
use any solul on thaI could damage palnl

J

20 To top up reservolfs use Ihe recommended brake fluid
Be carelul because brake fluid w1I damage palnl Frequenl
IOppmg up means Irouble

l
rj

22 Topping up fluid levels In the brake and clulch reservoirs

requ res some care Always c aan tha araa around Ihe 1 lIer
opening Don I let any dlrlln
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FREQUENT MAINTENANCE

HOW TO KEE YOUR DATSUN SQUEAK FREE

23 Now Its time 10 look aner all Ihose hinges and Jomts
Start wllh the secondary hood latch Spray w th lube dirty
flush wllh lube then wpe clean

25 S cone spray tubes come wth a small tube extension lor

the spray head Use II on the door lock mechanisms as

shown Work lube mlo tumblers

t

J

i

lr r

t
V

27 To keep door hinges free of water and squeaks shoot

them wllh slllccone lube In areas where there s a lot of ram

snow general dampness spray onen
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24 Using a small brush grease the hood latch mechanism

Don t be sparmg butdon t use an excess e amount because
d rt collects here quickly

1
I

1
1

1
1
I

26 Insert key mlo lock and work around se eral times to

spread the lubricant Into the lock s Internals Twist key se er

alllmes

28 The door slop roller mechanism will benef t from an occa

sional shot of silicone spray E en though II s painted spray
the spring as well
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29 Apply a I lfa grsasa 10 he fingers 01 Ihe door lalchlng
meehan sm In he door IIself Walch lubrlcallon 01 Ihe door
hal gels opened mosl ofen

31 Use a shol 01 s l cone spray In he Irunk lock mechanism
In Ihe me way as you did Inlo Ihe door locks One good
shol willdo Ihe lob

33 Apply a dab of grease 10 Ihe lock fingers on Ihe Irunk lid
lself This Is anolher one of Ihose I lfle lobs Ihal s ofen

forgollen

IN

l
f 1

1
C l

I I
L I

1
1

1 rJi1

l
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30 The door lalch on he body should rscel e a dab of grsaS9
as II Don I apply an excess hers or you ll sla finding
grsase on clolhes

32 Now Inse he lrunk lock s key Inlo he fumbler mech
anism and sl 1 from side 10 side e eral limes Thl works
lube Inlo lock

34 Some grease may be applied 10 he lalch Inside Ihe lrunk

Iself Hers again Is besl 10 go sparingly 10 keep grease
away from slored obJecls
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HOW TO Z G4R OIL CHANGE

REGUlAR MAINrENANCE
NoW

that youve become a pro
at those httle chores that
should be performed frequent

ly let s go up the ladder to penodlc
ffi31ntenance This covers service that

should be performed regularly espe
cIally niter changes OIl changes and

ChassIS lubncatIOn NothlOg lo thIS sec

bon IS comphcated or reqmres the use

of an unusual tool You can do It all

yourself although you may prefer to

leave the chaSSIS lube to the tender

care of your dealer or local garage
they wIll have the hIgh pressure grease
gun and hydrauhc hft whICh make thIS

Job much easIer

How often should thIS malOtenance

be performed Check your owners

manual for the recommended lOtervals
but remember that they should be var

led dependmg upon your dnvlOg con

dItIOns If you drIve mostly 10

stop and go cIty traffic you should

change the 011 more frequently espe
CIally m cold weather If you dnve m

dusty condlbons change the au and

OIl nlters frequently Let s see where

the fun and sabsfa bon comes lo

We re not gomg to tell you that

crawhng underneath the mud and 011

stamed chassIS of your Datsun IS fun

but It may gIVe you the lOcenbve to

get the undercarnage steam cleaned

And the effort to have the rest of the

car match the undercharnage WIll re

qmre plenty of elbow grease needless

to say that s certamly no fun But
there WIll come a tIme when you w1l1

be more famllmr WIth your car than

even the person who sold It to you

1 Checking 011 level end chenglnglreplenlshlng on the Z cers

Isn t dIfficult The 0 1 IS edded through the IIlIer cep A end

the level checked et dIpstick B

3 If you re the lucky owner of e Z cer you may feel beller In

knowing thetthe rear suspension does not reqUIre any lublng
Check everything for soundness
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You ll know every flttmg every pIece
of metal that It Jams and every other

component both large and small

Your nrst OIl fllter change may take
the better part of a Saturday after

noon but the next one WIll be done

qUIcker and before too long you ll

have matched the speed of the 10caJ
mechamc despIte the advantage he

has lo eqmpment By the way he has

to look up the lube pomts fIlter car

tndge number etc wh le you WIll

have long smce memorIzed them

KnowlOg that your car 15 lo top cond

bon and reahzmg that you are savlOg

money offers enormous sab tsfacbon

Fun WIll come dunng trade lO bme

when the salesman throws away the

Blue Book and offers you a stagger
109 pnce for your eons old Datsun lit

2 The Z car s hood release Is at the lower lell hand corner 01

the dashboard Use of International symbols on controls Is
meklng things SImpler Ihese days

4 The Zcar s tiller Is poslboned horlzonlally on the lell hand
SIde of the block next to the dipstick It needs to be hend
tightened Into place only no force



5 You re going 10 IIs9 10 get wsy undernestll 10 clleck tire

Zcsr s resr end 011 At A Is tile filler plug 8 Is tile drsln

Oil should be 10 level of plug A

7 Currenl Dslsuns Including tire Z csr require ve little fronl

end lubrication Check tire msnusl on yours tor correct Inler

vels Arrows Indicate whezerk f ttlngs go

9 Z csr s drsln plug tor the engine sump Is m s convenient

locstlon Wstch your knuckles when loosenlngl When replsc
lng don t o9roghten or you could strip thresds

6 The sulomstlc trans dIpstick IS locsted on tire lethsnd side

of the llrewsll Follow msker s directions In checking level
IIs 9 Importsnt to keep lopped up

8 While checking snd or gressmg the front end IIIwsys
check the steering geer boots tor crscks or tesrs Keep them

In good shllpe with A morAII

10 Stsndsrd trsns on Zcsr hss IIl1er plug st A drsln plug st

8 Chllnge 011 st recommended Intl sls more otten It you

drive hard Wslch for excessive leeks
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REGUlAR MAINrENANCE

HOW TO 610 OIL CHANGE

1 Lsyout 01 the 610 series Is such that general servIces are

carned oul IIflthout dlff cullles At A Is the 011 I Ier cap lor

engine lubricants

3 Frontend greasing points are IIf and lar belllfeen com

pared to a IIf years ago Plugs are mstaled IIfhare zerk

Ilttlngs go lafter are put In It lube t me

5 Engine and manual trans dram plugs are shollfn here At

A Is the trans I Ier plug 8 s the trans drain IIfhl e at C

Is the engine drain TIghten securely
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2 The 610 s hood release Is aT handle pos lIoned at the

lOllfer leff hand corner 01 the dash panel W th the obvious

symbol s amped on ls easy 0 tmd

4 Arrollfs mdlcate ball Jom lube points as IIfel as 10llfer Joint
01 MacPherson slrut Lafter should be looked affer according
0 your ollfner s manual

6 The 610 s rear suspension needs lIfte allent on Dram s at

8 flIer at A Replace 0 1 only at Infrequent Intervals but

check condition of rubber boots offen



HOW TO 710 OIL CHANGE

1 The 710 Is well wllhln Ihe realm of owner ma nlenance
Underhood appears al flrsl 10 be a maze of hoses and pIpes
Look for the 011 flIer arrow and you re on Ihe way

3 Modern cars don l need frequenl shols wllh grease gun
Dalsun s zerlc type grease fillings are plugged unlll lube lime
arrows Then zerlcs are Inslelled

5 Here are Ihe 710 s Irans filling plug A drain plug B and
engIne draIn plug C Be careful of hol 011 when draInIng
don l o ertlghlen when retitling

t

2 Dlpsllck Is on left sIde of engine In common wllh olher
Dalsuns 011 mler arrow should be hand tlghlened only e en

though special wrench Is needed 10 remo e

t
it

t

j

4 You can buy Zflrk IIt11ngs from your dealer and do the Job
wllh a hand type grease gun Jolnl al bollom of MacPherson
suspension arrows should be checked more ofen

6 Rear axle drain Is at B f lIer al A Changes are ery
Infrequent Consull your owners manual lor correcl Inlervals
Ne er try 10 fill abole el of A
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REGUlAR MAlNrENANCE

HOW TO 1 210 OIL CHANGE

1 On the 8 210 droppIng the front skId pen Isn t necessery
for chenglng the 011 filler but II does meke the lob ells er

Four bolls loosen pen from chassIs

3 The 8210 has the usual front suspensIon lube pomts They
need Infrequentallenllon but look at your owner s manual r

correct ntervas Plugs cover erle poInts

5 EngIne and trans fIll and draIn plugs are al A 8 and C
Watch your hands and knuckles when undoIng replace wIth
out excessIve IIghtenmg
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1

2 011 filler Is on rIght hand sIde 01 engIne but unlike other
Datsuns II Is In vertIcal posll on Use strap wrench to undo
hand lighten replacement

4 MacPherson lower pIvot poInt lar fight may need more

frequent alienlion than other front end lube poInts Check con

dlllon of rubber bushIngs look for bed leaks

6 Rear axle 011 should be drained at recommended mterva s

checked at other mileage pl nts Drain plug Is at 8 whIle

fller Is at A Never try to fllabove A



HOW TO PICKUP OIL CHANGE

1

1 The Delsun pIckup Is one 01 Ihe ellslesl 01 lilt Ihe models 10

servce IInd malnlllln and Ihlll S Jusl Ihe WilY Ihe makers In

tended II 011 tiller Is under fuel pump

3 The two grease poInts on each kIngpIn should be checked

more onen on Irucks pul 10 hard use Walch for wellr on

kIngpins liS welt

5 Trllns dram Is III A f lIer II B When lublng gellrbox
check rubber bool over clulch relellse IInd on hydrllullc sfllVII

cylInder LoolI III bacllup IIghl termInals

2 Double A IIrm suspensIon hils II tew grellse polnls Ihal

shoufd be ffed via zerfc f flmgs and II grellse gun III recom

mended Inlflrvllfs Check rubber bushings

4
l

4 Engme and 0 draIn plugs lire eeslty IIccesslble once you

gelhe Iruck up hfgh Be cllreful when unllghlenlng especially
anar fong periods Don l overtlghlen

6 Rellr lI e drllln s III B er III A To check 011 level

remove A IInd Insert your finger 10 feef where 0 Is III Do

hIS only when IIxle Is cool
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HOW TO TUNE U lAE1200ccENGINE

1 210TUNING PROCEDURES
The

1975 Datsun B 210 s power
plant IS a marvel Consider thiS
With 1397cc displacement the 4

cyl overhead valve high cam engme
can power the B 210 well m excess of
the natIOnal 55 mph speed hmlt and
do It With a full load of passengers and
thell luggage too Even more amazmg
IS the fact that It achieves thiS perfor
mance Without detnment to gas mde

age How does 41 mpg sound That s

what the EPA recorded for the B 21O
m simulated highway dnv10g Gettmg

30 mpg 10 stop and go city traffiC IS

well Wlthm the abdlty of any dnver
Not only IS the B 21O engme effiCient
It s also bullet proof So much so that
It may be the most troublefree power

plant 10 Nlssan s history
The B 21O eng10e IS denved from

the powerplant used m the 1200 se

dans up through 1973 In 1974 the en

g10e size was mcreased to 1300cc to

accommodate the emiSSIOn control de

vices reqUired by law on the B 21O s

Without senously affectlllg perfor

mance More changes came m 1975
For 1975 the displacement was 10

creased to nearly 1400cc and the

spark plugs were hred by capaCltlve
discharge Igml10n through a super
high voltage COIl The smog pump be

came mandatory and m Cahforma so

did the catalytic convertor

The B 21O engrnes are a JOY to tune

the 74 s because of less smog apparat
us and the 75 s because there are no

pomts to replace adjust and re tlme

so let s get startedl II

1 The 1975 version of the 8 210 4 banger features a new

smog pump catalytic converter and vacuum line plumbing

3 Remove air tIIter lid 8 210 IS one ot the most trouble tree
cars on the road Tune ups should last 8000 miles
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2 Don t panic Engine can be golten to one slep at a Ilme

Begin tune up by loosening wlngnut that holds air filter lid

4 AIr filler deserves close allenton If the filter IS clogged
with grit poor gas mIleage can resull Changel



5 Compress olfal wire clp that clamps black Intake duct hose
0 air iller Inlet Pull off hose from alf f lter Inlet

7 Use ordinary pl ers you don t halfe one specially made for

the purpose Loosen wire hose clamps pull hose off

9 This wre clamp has 0 be loosened so that the hose It

holds can be remolfed Ifhose s tight try 0 twist off

8 A Phlll ps screwdrllfer Is what s needed here 0 loosen this

type of dual wife hose clamp Pull black hose off

L

P

10 Loosen this clamp and remolfe hose to air flter hOUSing
Due 0 stricter 75 smog laws there are more hoses
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1 210 TUNING PROCEDURES

HOW TO TUNE U lHE 1200ccENGINE

11 With 10mm sockel end ralchel spin oul boll Ihel helps 12 Use 10mm sockel end ralchello remove second boll fromanchor smog valve 10 air tiller housing Hole ball localon air filler hOUSing smog valve brackel Th s frees smog valve

N i
S

13 Pull Ih s vacuum line oft hol air sensor valve Pull genly 14 This Is the lasl boll Ihal needs 10 be removed so Ihe airhose shouldcome oft wllh a lIn1e palence flIer housing can be IIf1ed aside IIs a 10mm

x
4

r

19
i9A t

J t

15 We can l qulle 1If1 oft Ihe alf tiller housing yel because we 16 Secondly we have 10 dlsconnecl Ihls black vacuum linehaVIJ 10 push this smog valve oul of the way Orst that goes 10 the air fillerhousing then housing willbe free
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1 1J J A

J7
Sr

t f t

w

end wrench here will remOye the lasl lam

tl
p

lS ocnYalve cover
from being lilted off

I d head 8e careful not 10

21 RemOye
yalye cOyer

from cyl n er used

clSmage
yalVe coyer gaskel generallY II can be re

l
i
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8 210 TUNING PROCEDURES

HOW TO TUNE UP lftE 1200ccENGINE

23 Be sure to criss cross cylmder head boll IIghlenlng pal
tem Torque head when engine Is cool to the touch

24 Rocker shaft holddown bolts have 10 be torqued properly
also 15 ft Ibs Iscorrecl Tighten from center outward

25 A 12mm bOxed end wrench slandard screwdriver feeler

gauge are needed to set valve lash 010 m Intake exhaust

27 Upon valve cover mslalalon make sure Ihal gasket IS

correctly posllloned and m one piece nol 01 will eak
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26 In the previous step we adjusted the exhausl valve lash

here the mtake valves Valve lash specs are wllh mill cold

28 Do this step Jrsl Itl make things easIer Start valve cover

ho ddown bOil WIth lngers but leave loose



29 Now you can secure Ifallfe cOlfer tlghlly by mstallmg the
SIZ Phillips head bolts afterward tighten loose bolt

30 Remolfe all spark plugs Replacement IS usually needed
every 10 000 miles 11 plugs look good regap to specs

31 Use wIre type spark plug gap gauge Correct gap Is 032
m Make sure electrodes areclean In good condition

33 Push sprmg clips oft distributor cap There are two clipsthat hold down cap one here one directly opposite
34 On 75 California B 210 s capacllor discharge Ignlllon system is used There are no pomts to change
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1 210 TUNING PROCEDURES

HOW TO TUNE UP lHE 1200cc ENGINE

36 On other 8210 models set point gap to 018 n to 020 n
Install rotor snep dlst butor cep back Into place

31 Connect red lead of tach dwell mater to the negallve side 38 Set meter to dwe1 functIon salector switch to 4 cy1nder yof COIl connecf the black lead to ground posJtJon WIth engine running dwe1 should be 53

If
Iy

J

1

39 Connect red lead of liming lIght to the positive post of the 40 Insert spring adapter Into No 1 cylinder spark plug bootbattery connect black lead to negative post clip Ignon pickup lead from gun to sprmg adapter

itIf
t

I
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41 Attach No 1 spark plug wre with Ignllon pIckup lead 10
No 1 cylinder flash Ighl TImIng should be 10 BTDC

43 On cars wlh manual transm sslon m neutral set Idle to

700 rpm on cars with automatic m drIve t s 650 rpm

t

l

J 45 Go back to the dIe screw readjust engine dIe speed to
700 rpm manual 650 automatic Turn screw slowly

42 On both pomts and pointless B 210 s dstrlbutor can be

turned In e ther direction to advance or retard t mmg

44 Adlust Idle mixture screw back out and screw It In tor

smoothest tasst dIe Then screw It In 1 4 turn

46 Tune up s almost tlnlshed All we have to do now Is

button up engine compartment Start wth retitling cleaner
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8 210 TUNING PROCEDURES

HOW TO TUNE UP THE 1200ccENGINE

47 Don t forget to attach th s vacuum Ime to aIT cleaner hous
mg mpple S cone spray w1I help t slpon

48 SI p smog valve mto Is rubber f tted receptacfe A flttle
s l cone spray w fI help m sfdmg vafve m

t
L

Z

49 Remstall aIT cleaner housmg mountmg bolt 10mm Don t
overtIghten t Just snug t down fITmly

50 Another 10mm arr cleaner housmg bolt goes here An
extens on shaft wIth 10mm socket and ratchet wIll help

i

1

51 The thrrd and fast housmg mountmg bolt goes here It anyof these bolls IS overtIghtened Itmay break
52 Vafve cover to arr fllter hose shoufd be connected s l cone

sprayed on housmg s metat tube WlfI help reflnmg
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53 Install these two rubber hoses back on the aIr flter hous

Ing SI de on then tghten hoses with wIre clamps

55 Hot cold a sensor s vacuum line should be reconnected
now Hose has no holdmg clamp Just a snug fiton nipple

57 SIp on rubber a Intake duct from radIator area to a

Intake tube on filter housIng hold t w th wIfe clamp

I

UI I

54 Don t forget to Install th s hose at rear of a flter housIng
Slide t on then secure It w th wire clamp

56 Hot a duct from exhaust manifold to air Intake tube on

f lterhousmg should be refitted Slide on band clamp

58 Install new a filter f the engine needs It refit air fllter
cover and hold down whole assembly w th wmgnut
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HOW TO TUNE UP DATSUN S LI L OVERHfAD rAMMER

TUNING lF1E DATSUN 710
The

710 senes of cars share a com

mon powerplant wIth the 610 s

It a basIcally SImple 4 cyhnder
sohc umt with a bore Ind tro e of
3 35x 3 39 InS The close proxImIty of
the bore and stroke dInlenSlOn ma e

thIs engIne almost square In engl
neenng termInology Proven In mllhons
of dnvmg and probably almost as

many raung mIles the L20B engIne IS

a very trustworthy package Recent re

finements In emlSSlOn controls have re

stored much of the power lost In pa t

efforts to clean up the exhaust and
rankcase fumes You as an owner can

carry out many 01 the tune up and ad

Justments on the engIne You need a

httle tIme some tools and If no ex

penence IS with you patience
Proper tumng of a modem engIne IS

somewhat more complex than In pre
em SIan control davs The adoptIOn of

breakerletransIstorIzed IgnItIon iYS
terns has eased the servIce problem to

a great degree Proper elechon of
tune up eqUIpment IS Important how
ever and our chapter on that subject
should help remove a lot of the mys
tery surroundmg tho e tools Pay close
attentIon to such areas as valve dear

ances and carburetor settmg Over
head cam engmes 111 mamtaIn proper
valve l h clearances over long penods
of lime and therefore tend to become

neglected Carburetor settmg IS all

Important for lood runmng and low
exhaust emISSIOn levels Remember that
the Idle mIxture setllng IS restncted
and should be adjusted only WIthIn
close hmlts A factory supphed ervlte

manual avaIlable through your dealer
WIll be valuable In fIndmg all the spe

CIfIcdetails on vour particular car

WIth relard to year model and exact

tune up settmgs tit

f L ke mostpresent day cars the 710 s underhood area looks
lIke a lungle of rubber and metal plpmg

3 Drt accumulatIon IS obVIOUS near mtake pIpe Replace f lIer

at recommended mtervals Clean Wllh alr blasl
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2 Begm servIce by removmg air cleaner cover A smgle wmg
nut holds It m place along WIth three loggles

4 DIsconnect the rubber extensIon at forward end 01 air

cleaner housmg Work off eas y don t yank on It



5 Air cleaner housmg IS held onlo carb by this long thumb
screw at rear Unscrew un II loose

7 Use a stubby PhIllIps screwdriver to remove clamp on the

EGR control valve Lots 01 connec ons these days

9 The hot air riserpIpe Irom the exhaust mamlold IS dIscon
nected next Release clamp and pull off

6 DIsconnect crankcase breather hose clamp WIth a pair of

sllPJomt plIers Work hose off connectIon

8 DIsconnect the two bolts whIch hold the air cleaner housmg
to ItS support bracket adJacent to dIstributor

10 Remove spark plug boots by graspmg and twlstmg Never
pull on the wires themselves or they will come off boot
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TUNNG tHE DATSUN 710

HOW TO TUNE UP DATSUN S LI L OVERHfAD QMMER

11 The Igmtlon wre loom Is held by th s bracket to the cam
box COlier It lilts directly off tspost

13 Remove L bracket from cambox without movmg the defayvallie Now you can unfasten al cam coverbolts

15 Once foosened the cambox cover may be I lted off byhand Enf re valve tram s exposed now for checkmg
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12 Disconnect the throllle defay valve bracket from the cam
box cover Don t disturb Its selling to throllle

14 Cover w lI almost afways be f mly f xed to the cyfmderhead Tap don tpound loose with solt mallet

16 Using the correct socket head bolt wrench check the cylInder head torque to a maxmum of 61 ft fbs



IT Check each valve for the correcl lash They should be

OOT In Intake 009 m exhaust wIth cold engIne

19 Replace cambox cover checkIng the posItionIng and con

ditIon at gasket Warm up engme and recheck valves

21 Cam cover bolts shoull1 be cleaned and tightly oIled be

fore replacIng TIghten evenly begInnIng at center

l

i

18 Always check WIth cam lobe pomted upwards Turn engme
with starter to turn cam Adjust lash as shown lock securely

22 Replace the lower Ignition wlfmg loom onto Its bracket It

should slide mto place without twisting
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TUNNG lHE DATSUN 710

HOW TO TUNE UP DATSUN S LI L OVERHFAD QMMER

23 Replace the upper Ignition wlrmg loom onto ts bracket on
the cam cover Check condition of wifing

24 When replacing spark plugs make sure threads In head
and on plug are clean Lube lIghtly and seat firmly

25 Replace Ignition leads onto plugs holdmg the boot Theyare a firm push fIt but should requIre no force

21 Check the condItion 01 the rotor and the ms de of the
dlsfnbutor cap Look for cracks or carbon deposits
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26 IgnitIon systems are relIable and mostly trouble free todaybut It s worthwhile to check Uncllp cap

28 TranSIstor Ignition on Callorma models has no pomts but
air gap between mbs on rotor and magnet must be 016 ln



29 Replece cep co ectly and snap the two clips back Intoplace Make sure that cap IS securely In place

31 WIth the engine Idling and the meter s settings adlustedproperly the dwell should be wlthm lactory specs

30 In order to check the dIstributor dwelt slide all the rubberboot coverIng he call and connect he meter

32 Now let s check he Ignition timIng Connect the tIminggun s two leads to the battery termmals as shown

33 Connect he gun s thlnt lead to the number one IgnitionleBtl Start the engine and leI ItIdle
34 Aim the stroboSCOpIC gun at he crankshaft pulley and pultthe Ingger The reading should be 120BTDC
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TUNING tHE DATSUN 710

HOW TO TUNE UIt DATSUN S LI L OVERHfAD cAMMER

35 In order to correct the tImIng It Is off loosen the dIstrIbutor clemp end turn the unit unlll readmg Is OK
36 Idlmg speed may be adJusted when the engine IS tullywarmed up by rotating the throttle stop screw

37 The Idle mixture should not be disturbed except whancarb has been overhauJed PJastlc cap IImlls adJustment
38 When Idle mixture Is correct reset the Idle speed with the
throffle stop screw 815 rpm manuat 670 automatic

1P7
t L

lo c 7

39 Replace air cleaner body onto carburetor align correctly 40 ClIp the vacuum Ime Into positIon on the SIde ot the airHook up the rubber hose to the vacuum valve cleaner body Make sure af llnes are reconnected
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41 Remstall the two bolts Into the air cleaner through the
bracket mounted to engme and secure

43 Secure the air cleaner to the carburetor by tIghtening the

large wmg nutat the rear of the air cleaner

45 Inspect the rubber gasket on the air fIlter lid Make sure t

s In posItIon Ifbroken replace t

42 Check the Idle compensator valves They should be closed

when the engme IS cold one IS bed both are replaced

44 Reconnect the crankcase breather hose 10 the air cleaner

body Use pl ers 10 ease oil clamp while fltlmg

1

j
y

46 Finally replace the lid Into position on the air cleaner
TIghten wing nut firmly but not too tightly
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CARBURETOR TfARDOWN
If you lift the hood on your Datsun

you are liable to fmd anyone of
three dIfferent types of mysten

ous carburetors unless you are the

proud owner of a 280Z 10 whIch case

you ll hnd fuel mJectlon and we urge
you to bypass thiS article ImmedIately
Regardless of whIch of the three car

buretors you dIscover It WIll be made

by either HItachI or N kki We under
stand that N kki IS owned by HItachi

so It IS all 10 the same family Some of
the carbs are obvIOUS copIes of other

company s deSigns 10 fact the twm

carbs used on the 240Z are almost an

exact duphcate of the Bntlsh SU The
other HitachI carbs do not seem to

have nruch personahty of then own

but are a conglomeration of features
Before you tackle any H tach Lar

buretor we must warn you to brmg
along a bushel of patlenLe and the

memory of an elephant On other
makes of carburetors removmg the an

horn or bowl cover IS a SImple opera
tion On Hitach Larburetors It IS a

major undertakmg that can eaSIly lead
to disaster If you can t remember
where those httle parts go when you
start to put It back together The SU

type on the 240 Z of course IS an ex

ception Ditto for the SU type on the
260 Z whICh has different lookmg dash

HOW TO DISASEMILE THE 1200 S 2 IIL QRI

r

1 Here are he three baSIC carburetors we WIll be disassem
bling At nghllS the model tound on 510 sedans and wagons
and he pIckup frucks In back IS the SU type and up tront the

Datsun 1200 sedan carb

r l

l
I

i
I

3 Dashpots elflrywhere you look but they all have a purpose
The slow clOSing throll e A Is to prevent engine stumbte wlfh
automatic frans B Is vatuum diaphragm thaI cracks choke

and C Is exhausllgnll on conlrol
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I

2 As In other Japanese 2 bbl carburelors one barrel Is Ihe

primary and the other Is the secondary ThIS parf cular car

buretor operalfls the secondary Ihrough a manual Ilnkaga In

slead ot vacuum lIke many

y

4 Here Is exhausllgnll on conlrol C again II opens throll e

sllghlly during deceleral on tor beller burning ot mlxlure Idle
speed screw 1 and Idle mIxture screw 2 are convenient tor

adJuslmenl



pots but IS really a less cluttered ver

slQn It has always been an uncom

phcated carburetor and HItachI saw

fIt to keep It that way on the 240 Z In
fact they dIdn t even Improve upon
the sImple SU desl untIl faced wIth
the lar er dIsplacement of the 260 Z
The SU carb has a separate float bowl
wIth connectm hose that could and
often illd leak ThIs setup IS tbe same

on the 240Z and that oes for the SU
float and needle seat desl an an

tIquated arran ement tbat IS dIffIcult
to set and of course you must check

the dash bots for 011 level every so

often to be sure that the pIstons et

the proper dampm
As wIth other en me related Items

there WIll be external differences be
tween the same models of carburetor
because of pollutIon control deVIces re

qUIred dunn vanous model years and
even amon the same model years due
to separate state reqUIrements e Ca
hfornIa s far stncter regulatIons Some
of these variatIOns are Illustrated and
dIfferences noted Smce these are ex

ternal the baSIC dIsassembly proce

dures apply to all However settm s

and hookups are dIfferent and the Dat

sun Shop Repair Manual IS a must for
obtamm proper settIngs for your par
tIcular carburetor

We have selected three of the most

representatIve of the HItachI carbure
tors FIrSt we wIll tackle the carbure

tor common to the Datsun 1200 Next
the model found on the 510 m both

early and later verSIOns and fmally the
tWIn carburetor Job that comes on the
240 Z and IS found on Datsun s 1600cc
and 2000cc sports roadsters lit

5 A neat touch that does away with a few parts ts tha moldmg
ot the sight glass right mto the side ot the Ioat bowl Fuel
level should be even with the dot m the mIddle ot the SIght
glass arrow

p

0

tJC
0

L

i
f

r

7 The choke coli IS electncally healed and causes spring
toreground to bear agamst cam opening choke your

choke doesn t open check to make sure there Is JUIce to the
cod when the IgmlIon SWItch Is on

6 Three tabs secured by PhIllIps head screws retain the
choke coli and healing element Marks on the housmg at the

top side are ulltlzed for proper selling Note alIgnment ot outer
cover with marlrs before removing

r

8 Fast Idle cam IS Inside the choke housIng It Is adjustable
by bending the lang but thIS shoutdn t be necessary unless
somebody has been beallng on It wllh a ball pean hammer
should be lal completely alone

COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN 77



CARBURETOR TfARDOWN

HOW TO DISASEMILE lFtE 1200 S 2 IIL fARI

9 Underside of bowl cover shows convenl onal arrangemenl
WhIle Upped spring IS power plslon slem IIs staked m place
and needn t be removed If II works freely Choke diaphragm IS

removed before carb Issolvenl cleaned

11 Float Is removed by pushmg retaining pm through hold
down arms Check floal for leaks Floal evel IS set by bending
the tang on the floal A The olher tang B IS used to sel Ihe
float drop

13 This tube Is the primary Idle Jet Untortunately for novices

It wlfl also fll Into the secondary side Make whatever notes

you have to In order to make sure you don l gel II replaced m

the wrong sIde
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I

I

10 Almost everything you see m this pIcture had to be dls

connecled before we could remove the bowl cover Of course

the IhroltJe opener diaphragm contrlbules a lot to thIs so

pre IgnitIon conlrol models are sImpler

1
1

f r

12 One peculIarity of Ihe 1200 carb IS Ihat II feeds fuel at Idle

mto both pnmary and secondary Ihroats Here you can clearly
see the duplIcatIon of Idle systems for primary 1 and sec

ondary 2

l

1

f2

1

J

J

14 TIe acceleratmg pump mlel check valve utilIzes a small
steel bafl for control The accelerating pump oulet check
valve uses the needle Be very careful of the needle when
handlmg 10 avoid burring or nlckmg



rJ

15 Under pressure from Ihe pump fuel comes up eround

pushmg 1 off S seal and ex ts Ihrough Ihe e nozzle lusl
10 the left of where we are holdmg Ihe needle poInt

j3

j

r

73

17 The mam leIs are exposed after Ihe plugs are removed
The mam leis Ihemselves should be laken oul with a specIal
jel wrench ava Iable from your Datsun dealer s paris man ff

you use a screwdriver be very careful

19 W h Ihro e body left removed from the main body you
can see the sl ght d fference m size between pTlmary and
secondary Ihro e bores Th s Is also good v ew of weighted
velocity valve m secondary lower TIght

16 The carburetor main jels are located m the base of Ihe
float bowl Access to them Is gained by un tightening the hex
head plugs arrows In the tubular protrusions Be careful not
10 round off the corners w h Ihe wrench

18 This hollow screw Is found m Ihe base of a greal many

Japanese carburelors Ills Ihe begmnmg of Ihe vacuum pas

sage thaI leads Ihrough an mlTlcale senes of channels to Ihe

lop of Ihe power p slon

vi

@ 1
0 I

20 When you gellhe carburelor all back logelher f gurmg oul

the way this curlyque acceleralmg arm sprmg goes can be
fruslralmg lis purpose s 10 keep Ihe slack oul of Ihe thro e

Imkage
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CARBURETOR TfARDOWN

HOW TO DISASEMILE lHE 510 gYLE CARl

1 ThIs IS the early 2 bbl model carburetor found on Datsun s

L 16 1600cc engIne The COBslmg enrIcher CE arrow was

efeetflcaf aid to lowering emissions

r

1

I
f
I
r

I
I
l
f
f

I
I

3 The C08sUng EnrIcher arrow allows extra fuel to enter the

mamtold on deceleratIon for more complele combustIon and

fewer emissions ROBt Is behind glass wmdow

e I
I

j

5 The CEequlpped 2 bbl carb Is virtually the same In every

Important point as the BCDD version Idle speed 1 and Idle

mlxfure 2 screws are conventIonally placed
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I

I
i

I

2 ThIs IS the more recent model 2 bbl carburetor used on he

L 16 engine IIs almosl Identcarto the earlIer carb except
for the BCDD arrow replailng the CE

1

1
1
J
1

J

1
1

4 The BCDD Boost Controlled DeceleratIon DeVIce on later

versions of the L 16 carb performs the same function as the

CE 0 a belter degree but Its more compllca ed

r

1
1

I
I

i

6 The BCDDequlpped later model has slight Imkage dllter

ence but Idle speed 1 and Id e mixture 2 screws are not

Involved In the changes wrought by smog



z

f

1 With Ihe aIT cleaner removed you shouldbe able lo Idenllfy
thIS carb whIch s 51111 mounted 10 the manlfofd as Ihe early

12 CEeqUlpped 2 bbl model

9 Tfe upper parts 01 each eleclrlc choke housing half are

Indexed Make note of allgnmenl of marks so selling Is not

changed Inside IS healing coli and choke coli

ttf

11 To remOle pump arm lake off clrcllp or pull coller pin
according 10 your model and slide pump arm off pllot shall
and pIn will come oul of pump slem 100

I

t
1

J
I

1
3

J
oj

r f J i

8 Common 10 boh early and la e lr9rS ons of he L 16 carb
he electric choke housing can be disassembled by remollng
he three screws arrows holding locking labs

10 Vacuum break dIaphragm Is connected by a link arrow 10
crack choke open when engine starls Ifyours does nol work
check 10 see Ifcollis healing properly

1
1
1
I

1

I

12 Free end of accelerallng pump arm lenslon spring fils Inlo
depreSSIon In casllng arrow upon reassembly Two holes In

pump stem accommodale different slroke lengths
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CARBURETOR TfARDOWN

HOW TO DISASEMILE UtE 510 SFVLE rARI

13 After removing the acce eretlng pump arm remove Ihls

tension spring a ow 10 pave the way tor tekmg oft the car

burelor a horn Don t tose these sprlngst

15 You must remove thIS nul on banjo tIlling 10 lake oft

banjo tilting and gatn access 10 tuel metermg needte and seal

tocaled above Ihe ttoal

I

t

17 Now by taktng oul the Ihree screws securing ttoal slghl
gtass 10 ftoal bowl the ttoal can be extracted trom Ihe plvol
ptn seen at upper right In photo
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I
i
I

1

I
ij

L

14 Mam Jels can be removed or adJusled by lakmg oul the

ptugs benealh Ihe ttoal bowl Use a Jel wrench 10 avotd bur

ring lets and or damaging Ihreads

lIIE1

16 Loosenmg screw hotdmg brackel 10 carb body Ihen per
mits removat ot benJo ttllmg Nole thaI benlO Is eqUIpped w lh
fuel ttllerlng screen arrow InsIde

18 The Illite sleeve arrow goes on the ttoal pm next 10 Ihe

glass II s merely a spacer 10 keep Ihe ttoal m Ihe proper
posItion wllhln the bowl



l
I
1

i
j

19 Th s Is sll we had 10 lake 0 10 remove Ihe air hornl Well
we Iold you wasn l easy Choke link arrow slps oul as you
IIfI the horn Reassembly Is Iougher

21 Th s funny Iookmg sp gol s Ihe acceleral on pump noule
II s anolher bsnJo type of fuel fillIng wIth seals on bolh side
of the hoJlow boll

2 S

r

23 The accelerallng pump also hss a sprIng undernealh I
Wllh a ballcheck al Ihe bollom of Ihe well You don l wanl 10
Immerse Ih s umlln carburelor cleaner

20 ThIs Is Hllachl s unIque IffInlurl and clusler selup Primary
Is on Ihe lell Nole number of removable aIr bleeds and jels
Pay allenllon and wa lI dig a bll deeper

22 Beneath Ihal bsnJO slye fIllIng known as Ihe acce erallng
pump noule you ll find a spring and bsllcheck selup exaclly
I ke Ihe one we re holdmg here

24 LoosenIng the Ihree screws Ihal hold Ihe secondary clus
ler 10 the carb body allows you 10 remove I 10 renew Ihe
gaskel undernealh arrow Thls s a musll
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CARBURETOR TfARDOWN

HOW TO DISASEMILE IHE 510 srVLE QRI

25 Next you must remore the three screws that secure the
secondary throttle diaphragm housIng to Ihe sIde 01 Ihe car
buretor Standard orPhillips screwdrtrer willdo

27 Four counlersunk screws hold Ihe Ihrottle bOdy 10 Ihe
maIn body 01 the 2 bbl calburetor Remormg these permlls
separalmg Ihe two so gaskel can be replaced

r

I

n
0 1

L
t

r

29 The laler model Dalsun 510 carb wllh Ihe Boosl Conlrolled
Decelerallon Der ce BCDD Isn l dlfflcull 10 remore I youlake oul erery olher screw arrows
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r
r
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26 ThIs large diaphragm which controls the secondary throttleaction must also be kept out 01 Ihe carburelor cleaner When
putting It back don t lorget the gasket

f h

l

28 Here we are back to Ihe Coaslng EnrIcher early model2bbl carb Imusl be remored ria three screws belore car
buretor bOdy Is dunkeiIn Ihe cleaner

t

30 The BCDD and lis gaskel musl not be permitted to bedunked In the carburetor solrenl or the delicate diaphragmInside It wilt be ruIned Replace gaskel



HOW TO ADJUsr AND DISASEMILE HITACHI S SU

1 The 1600cc end 2000cc Datsun sporls roadster as well as

the Z car ut l ze twIn Hllachl carbs whIch are a dead rInger for
the Brlllsh manulactured SU carburetor Details will dlller ac

cordIng 10 year and model 01 car

3 Throllle adJustmg screw 1 lor lorward carburetor has
mIrror Image mate on rear carburelor The convemenlly locat
ed screw 2 Is used only lor selling engIne speed wllh throt
lie opener emIsSIon control devce

5 Throllle adJusting screws are set f st then play at 1 IS set
to 1I32 1n by means of linkage 2 Play at 3 Is adjusted
same amount by turnIng screw at 4 There must be a small
amount of play so throllles close

2 SInce th s style carburetor doesn t provIde much In the way
of convement mounllng poInts for em ss oncontrol hardware
brackets for the mulllpllc ty of daphragm units are a uced to

the manllold and engIne

4 WIth a cleaner completely removed the complicated link
age reqUIred for the dual Hitachi carbs becomes moslly viSI

ble Bellcrank setup synchronizes operat on of both carbs
Note that carbs are mirror Image unlls

J

f
I

I
0

6 When v ewlng the SU style Hllachl carburetor from the air
cleaner end the large piston that slIdes up and down to con

trol carburetor throat dIameter accordIng to engine vacuum Is

plainly vIsIble arrow
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CARBURETOR TfARDOWN

HOW TO ADJUlAND DISASEMILE HITACHI S SU

T Choke controt utilizing remote cable IS seen here In the
off poslllon Cable housing secures at projectIon under fin

ger while the cable aftlxes to collar above thumb sWIveling
on ann mounted to control shan

9 Here IS proof that the piston and tapered needle do not
move when the choke Is on Rather the Jet metering fuel
from the float bowl at fight Is lowered away to permIt more
fuel to enter the carb flcher mlxure

r
r

I

i

11 SuctIon chamber piston be careful of that needle and

spflng are usually removed and this IS all there Is to the
assembly Note the needle 1 mounted to the piston and the

Jet 2 Into which the needle slIdes
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B When the choke Is pulled on II lowers the Jet away from
the needle that IS fastened to the pIston thereby allowing
more fuel to enter the carburetor The Jet IS beneath the car

buretor body arrow

i

r

10 Peeflng at the engine end of the SU type HItachi wllh the
throllle bullerly open we can see the two lIttle notches In the
bollom of the piston These are ports where engine vacuum

acts to raise the pIston

J

j
I

1
J

J

t

I
j
I

12 The needle Is held In the slIding pIston by a set screw

The shoulder on the needle must be even wllh the bollom
edge of the piston It should be obVIOUS why the needle must

be handled WIth care to avoid damage



13 The 1oat and hinge pin arrangement on the SU styte Hita
chi carburetor IS remmlscent of somethmg from an antique
car The 1oaf Is hefd In place by the sfdes of the bowl not
shown Regulator vafve Is In top cover

15 Adjustment of float levef IS made by bending tang on the
1oat arm Specifications vary but 1oat adjustment Is usually
given as the distance from some parl of the leller to the
undersIde arrow of thIs cover

l

f

I
J
I

I
4
Jo

14 Fuel return system wIth thermostatic vafve inside Is at
teched to bowl cover One line brings fuel from tank the other
returns It When fuel gets too hot the valve opens and allows
It to return to tank so no vapor lock

16 Idling adjustment IS made wIth large nut arrow Which
raIses and lowers the Jet On dual clirburetor models a bal
ance device like Unl Syn must be used to get the vacuum

Identical on each carburetor

17 A bIrds eye view reveals all the linkages and the adJust
ment points Items 3 and 6 the control valve and servo

dIaphragm crack thronle open on deceleration to reduce
emIssIons To check them out remove line 5 at control valve

1 Vacuum adjulhn Jtrew

2 Lock lCUW

Control Yal

4 Connector control valve

S Vae lubc1ervo dnphragnl
6 SeI100 dphragm
7 Conltctor A B V1Jle

I AUIhary throttle wrt

9 Vac tubcon1rol 3IVII
10 Throttle adJUotIDJ sftw

11 ThlOtlle hafl

12 Audeaner all hom

13 Opener adJusunl screw

14 BabnlC screw

and check engine rpm wIth factory spec Adjust opener screw

13 If needed Hook up vacuum line and check lag If It s 011
loosen set screw 2 and turn adjusting screw 1 clockwise to
Increase the lag tIme
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HOW TO RENEW 1 210 DISC IRAKE ADS

KEEP ON srOPPING
DISC

brakei now used almost UnI

versally at the front wheel

were developed from alfuaft

and sports Lar raung m the early 50

They are a boon to the home mechan

IC as not only are they a better brake

desIgn m almo t all respects than dmm
brake hut they are much easier to

work on It s a very simple Job to re

new the pads or pucks on Datsun
front brakes Be lde the Lar s Jack and

lug wrench the only tools you ll need
are long nose phers and a sc rewdnver
That S It Not even any wrenche ex

cept pOSSIbly one to bleed the brake

mpple a bit If a pad doe not shp nght
out You hould be able to replace the

pads on both front brakes In Ie than
an hour WIth no dIfficulty Certam dl
count homes and large brake hop
Lhams offer thelf own replaLement
pads hut It s best to slIck to factory
replaLement parts You mIght be sur

pnsed to fmd out that they are cheap
er A few words of Laullon don t dean

any brake parts WIth petroleum ba ed
solvents as they can nnn the ruhber

eal m the cyhnde U e oapy water

or an alcohol based deanmg fhud Be
sure to examme the dlSLS for deep
sconng Mmor groovmg can be over

looked smce the new pads WIll adapt
them elves to such condlllons qUld ly
but deep swnng wIll reqUIre resurfac

mg or replaLement of the dISC Sconng
usually results from not replacmg the

pads oon enough wnsult your owners

manual for the mInImum pad thIck
ness A to the condItIOn of a ruSL

remove It from the spmdle and have

your 10Lal dealer examme It Replace
ment dISC cost around 25 tit

1 Ftrst we remove the hub cap You can use the pomted end
of the lug nutwrench or a bIg screwdriver

3 Now you can lack up the car SlIde the cars jack carefully
on the strip under the rockerpanet and turn
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2 Loosen the lug nuts Don t lack up the car yet as the wheel

has to be on the ground to prevent Its turnmg

ii

4 WIth the wheel up m the air you can now safely remove the

loosened lug nuts and remove the wheel



J j s

c

5 There s the little beauty ThIs brake uses two pads one on

eIther SIde of the dIsc rotor Its easy to servIce

1 Now repeat for the lower spacer clIp Set these clIps WhIch
look like cotter pIns eSlde as you ll reuse them

J

9 Each pad has lis own retaInIng clip whIch holds the pad In

place Remolfe the outer one by IItlmg back and up

6 With long nose pliers pull out the small specer clip on the
upper of the two pad locatmg pms

l

I

t

8 WIth the clIps out withdraw the upper locating pIn Lealfe
the lower one m while we tend to the pad clIps

r

10 Now repeat for the retaInIng clip on themner brake pad Set
these asIde also you need them for the new pads
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KEEP ON srOPPING

HOW TO RENEW 1210 DISC IRAKE ADS

11 With the retaining clips oul ot Ihe way withdraw Ihe lower
locating pin Don l ose lIs cOIl spring

l
J

13 The outer pad should now slIp rlghl out as you wllhdraw It
backwards lilt slicks gIve It a 1Iltle wiggle

15 Since we know thIS brake doesn l need new pads we ll juslpoint Ouf the other pad It wlhdraws the same way
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1

12 Slip a scrawdrlver between Ihe pad and brackello deprass
the plslon You may have 10 bleed Ihe line a bl

14 This pad had plenty ot Immg len so we won l pul m a new
one You may notbe so lucky so check ragu arly

l

f

L
16 Slip In the new pads m Ihls case the same old one Ihe
reverse of the wayyou withdrew the old ones



17 Line up the lower pin holes and push m the lower pm Get
thatltllle cOIl spring pos boned correclly

19 Push the upper pin home makmg sure the clp ends stay
behmd I The pads are now securely In place

21 Put the wheel back on and spm the lug nuts as tIght as you
can get them untIl the wheel staffs 10 turn

18 Now Install the pad retalnmg clIps and the upper locallng
pm Remember the clIp ends go behmd the pins

20 Install the twollIle spacer clIps on thepms whIch lock them
m posItIon You ve finished the brake lob

22 Then lower the car and lighten the nuts Replace the hub
cap Now you re ready lor the other front brake
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1 The frsl slllp 15 10 remove the hubcap Ihls 5 a 710 USII a

screwd va 0 the polnled end of Ihll lug w ench

2 TheJack slides on a aliunde Ihe rocke panel LIff Ihll ca

but leave the f onl tire louchlng Ihll g ound

3 Loaslln Ihll Iou lug nuls Now flmsh Jacking up Ihll car Ihen

remove thll four nuls and Ihll whellf

4 Now the Irlcky 1 lIle spring stelll dusl cover has 10 be re

moved Press In al the lop wllh you thumbs

5 Thll covllr can now be swung back and down Note how I

Is shaped 10 hold the pads In poslllon arrow

6 KflfIp pulling Ihe cover down 10 unsnap from Ihe pads

RllmovlI althe bollom by pressing upwa ds
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7 Insert a screwdr er blade belween pad and disc 10 push the
pad back You may halffl 10 blflfld the nipple arrow

8 Grasp he ouler pad as shown and pull backwards should
slip right out wlthoul any trouble

I
9 Now Insert the screwdr er blade In the other side to getclearance tor remo lng the Inner pad

I

10 The Inner pad remores the same way The Iwo pads look
lIke hIs and are Idenllcal so you can t mIll them up

11 On he backof each pad Is this depression which the pIstonfIts fnto Sflp fn fhe new pads
12 Carefully replace the co er which locks the pads In place
You re done Replace the wheel and do he oher side
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HOW TO REPLACE lULlS TIRES AND WIPER IIADES

FIXING LITTLE lFlINGS
NOt

even frequent or regular
mamtenance will guarantee
100 faultless mehamcal reh

ablhty Nothmg wIll Fact Cars are a

careful collectIon of greater and lesser

parts and pieces and httle thmgs wIll

go wrong When thIs occurs through
no fault of your own or the
manufacturer s what can you do

What If your backup hghts stop
workmg They are Important because
wIthout them you may overshoot
where you re almmg some dark mght
and crunch a fender worse yet It may

not even be yours DItto for turn sIg
nals WIthout turn sIgnals other mo

tonsts would notknow your mtentIons

possIbly resultmg m an accIdent Brake

hghts too are of great value If your
brake hghts qUIt functIomng and you
have to Jam on your brakes m an

emergency sItuatIOn you may fInd the
dnver of the vehIcle behmd you sud

denly m your trunk
That goes for flat tIres as well

Would you know how to change a tIre

on your Datsun nght now thIs mm

ute If your answer IS no you d better

get out your owners manual and read

up on thIs facet of ownershIp Better
stIlI SImulate a flat tITe m the relatIve

secunty of your dnveway and practIce
replacmg fIrst the front then the rear

tIre As you know the only place you d
ever get a flat IS late at mght m the
mIddle of nowhere Never around the
comer from a serY1le statIon so make
a dry run and you ll be better pre
pared to cope wIth It hke a pro

Of course there are a thousand and
one httle thmgs that can and wIll go
wrong The followmg should help lit

1 S de marker lIghts are known 10 burn oul occasIonally bul

replacIng them Isn t dlcult Just loosen one lens screw

3 Fronl turn Ind cators burn out a bulb every so otten 100

Undo lens wIth a Phlll ps screwdrIver
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2 Allow lens to PIvot downwards Bulbs are of Ihe bayonel
type Jusl depress and sl to refease

4 Remove lens and partly wlhdraw hOUSing Press down and

remove bulb When reassembling walch lens gaskel



f s JtA

5 Rear s de marker I ghl ou Its bulb s replaced In same
manner as Ironl Undo one screw swmg down lens

6 Rear screw wll1 need partial removal 10 elow lens 10 p votdownward Twist out bulb elter t rst pressmg m

7 Access to te Ights s through the housmgs m the trunk
L ghts can be w thdrawn m the sockets as seen

8 When replacmg any 01 the rear ghts be carelul not 10 use

any unnecessary loree as the wiring couid be damaged

9 License plate lghts are located at the center 01 the rear
trunk wal Thay are heid m smaii piaslic sockets

10 Removmg wmdsh eld wiper blades takes a I ttle patence
With a screwd yer rase the smaii clip
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FIXING lRE UTTLE lRlNGS
0

HOW TO REPLACE lULlS TIRES AND WIPER llADES

11 With clip raised draw oN btade Note the smell button on

arm detent In clIp engages this

I

15 Scissors type Jack has a bracket that permits secure con

lact with car s underbody Jack points are noted
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12 Pull the new blade onto arm holding up the detent sprmg

wIth screwd ver Allow button on arm to engage

14 Spare tIre Is located beneath trunk floor and held by a

wing nut Remove wing nut completely to free tire

r

l
1 3

1 t l h

t

J t

16 Wheel chock IS mctuded w1lh car s tool kit and must

always be used whenJacking Locate diagonally to jack



17 Wheel cover snaps on and off and usually your fingers
will do he ob though a screwdrIver may help

18 Belore JackIng up wheel loosen all lour wheel lug nuls

but do not remove them untIl wheel IS off ground

19 Elevale car usIng lack and hand crank Be sure that Jack
IS properly positIoned under car

21 Remove wheel carefully lrom lug studs Car should be
elevated enough so thaI there are no clearance problems

20 Once wheelIs off ground remove wheel lug nuts Use Ihe

wheelcover to place nuts In whIle changIng tire

22 Afler Installmg new wheel mstall lug nuts but do not

lighten hem until car Is back on ground agaIn

COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN 97



FIXING lRE UnLE lRlNGS

HOW TO RENeE lHE PCV LVE

The
pev valve and AIr Injection

System pump AIS are addItIOns

to your engme to reduce aIr pol
lution The AIS pump IS found on Dat

suns manufactured between 1968 and

1970 The pev PoSItive Crankcas e

VentilatIOn valve IS still with us and

may bewme a permanent fIXture on

mternal combustIOn gasohne engmes
The pev valve can be a ftxed on

ft e type or may utlhze a sprmg Ioad

ed plunger The result of proJonged
operatIOn WIthout attentIOn IS the same

for both types of umts They get

plugged up ThIS can result m senous

damage to the engme The best way to

aVOId thIS IS frequent he ks and re

placement where mdlCated

The AlS pump made by Nlpponden
so looks hke an alternator and can be

Identlfted by a plate beanng the le

gend NO OILING Not only IS It a

costly 1l3 umt to replace m Lase of

total failure but the carbon shoe wear

sufhuently III the course of

15 000 20 000 mIle to cause Its partial

failure and an excessIvely nOIsy rattle

develops ThIS IS the warmng SIgnal
and If It s not wrrected m time you re

m for a costly tnp to the nearby Dat

sun servIce department Even If you do

cat h It m tIme a pump rebUIld as

shown costs upwards of 40 but If

you re wilhng to mvest 16 for a new

set of shoes and vanes plus about an

hour of your tIme we ll show you how

to save some cash by domg It yourself
The only speLlal tool reqUIred a

4mm hex head Allen wrench tit

1 The sprmg Ioaded PCV al e at dIe bollom pre ents

blowby but dUflng accelerat on top there s no ftow Re

placement al e must be obtamed Irom your dealer

3 I you ha e a Datsun 1200 the PCV al e location s on the
rear of the al e co er f ewaft end Remo e the sprIng clip
and the hose to gam access
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2 IIs not an mfaft ble test but If the JIggle pm ms de your
PCV al e can be heard rattlmg around then you at least

know that tiSnot gummed up

1

4 The Datsun 1600 engme has the PCV al e In the hose

leadmg mto the cam box co er on the carburetor s de of the

engme about m dway along ts length



5 The 1600 and 2000 sports cars halfe the PCV Ifallfe POS
lIoned at Ihe rear of the cam box cOlfer arrow Agam get
exact replacement umt from your dealer

6 On the 240 Z and 260 Z you fI fmd once agam that the hose
leadmg to the cam cOlfer hooks to the PCV Ifallfe arrow

Offset to the carburetor s de

HOW TO OVERHAUL lFlE AIR IlUM

1 Remolfe alf pump from car by d sconnectmg mlet and oullet
hoses and mountmg bolls Secure pump In a Iflse and ramolfe

the four front cOlfer bolls Be carefufl

3 COlfer can be completely remolfed a er step 2 by carefully
prymg with a screwdfllfer Be careful not to damage the mat
mg flanges smce no gasket s between housmg and cOlfer

I
t
I

t
t

2 Tap Ilghlly along the edga of the front housIng to loosen
the cOlfer and fmally break the seal with the mam housmg
Don t use any excess force durmg th s operation

4 Now you can II off the COlfer exposIng the bearIng and
rotor as well as a thorough mess InsIde In the case m the

subJect bemg olferhauled here Carbon bUildup s the culpflt
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FIXING lHE unLE lFIINGS

HOW TO OVERHAUL lHE AIR IlUM

5 Loosen and remolfe the s x 4mm Allen head screws that

hold the rotor rmg In place These halfe probably become tight
dUflng seflf ce and may requIre effort to loosen

9 Clean the pump housmg rotor COlfer and rear bearIng
assembly Check the rear beaflng for excess wear or damage
then repack w th high temperature grease
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J J
1

1

6 L out the old carbon Ifanes and toss them out they will

be replaced As they wear they cause all the carbon depos t

ms de There s more so stay wth us

B Behmd each tra lIng shoe s a sprmg Don t lose these as

they are not suppled along with the new shoes There s Ifery
I ttle else m the pump that can cause trouble

10 Insert the new carbon shoe with ts tapered edge facmg m

the dlrecton of the Ifane Th s IS the only way the part w1I fit

D d you clean elferythlng ms de and out



11 Drop the Ifanes Into place as shown then Insert the tra l

mg shoes w th a sprmg behind each one The cUflfature of the

springs should tace the shoe Do not01 anything

13 Inlfert the rear bearmg assembly mto place then Install
and tghten afl the Allen head screws AfI threads should be
cleaned and m this case free of any lubricants

15 Insert the shaft Into the Ifane bearings and push home It

should be an easy f t most of the way down Tap the housIng
cOlfer Ightly to seat t then snug down the cOlfer bolls

12 The rear seal protects the rear bearing and f ts In only one

way correctly Ifall holes are to line up properly for assembly
Wpe off any excess grease

1

14 Here IS one pomt that does requIre thorough lubflcat on

for effc ent operat on the front housing eccentrIc shaft Pack
t with grease as shown both eccentric and shaft

16 Replace the air pump Into ts bracket on the engine and

tighten the mounting bolls Replace the V bell around pulley
and adjust to g lfe m deflection Install hoses
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HOW TO DISASEMILE lHE GROWN U 1200

B 210 ENGINE TfARDOWN
ThIS engme hIt the market In late

1971 as the powerplant for the
72 model 110 senes cars Havmg

a dISplacement of 1200cc It was desIg
nated the A 12

In 73 the engme receIved a bore Job
and was moved up to an A 13 you

guessed It 1300cc s and B 21O car

For 75 the engme IS hsted as an

A 14 WIth 14OOcc s gamed by bonng
and strokmg and IS sttll m the B 210
ars The engine IS now rated at 78 hp

at 6000 rpm
We would have preferred to have

shown you an overhaul Job but over

hauls of late engmes are hard to come

by the engmes don t wear out that

qUIckly An appeal to the Datsun serv

Ice department brought an offer to

tear down a test engme We had to

settle for showmg you how thIS httle

Jewel comes apart
WIth a servIce manuaJ and a httle

mgenUlty you should have no trouble

gettmg It back together It IS about as

basIC a 4 ylmder engme as you WIll
ftnd The Japanese have made an effort
to keep It clean and uncomphcated
and thIS IS a good place to start learn

mg how to bUIld an engme
You WIll need a manual whIch IS

avatlable from your dealer It WIll have

all the proper specs to set your engme

up correctly mcludmg tlmmg valve
lash beanng clearances and most Im

portantly torque fIgures It IS much
too easy to tWISt off those httle bolts
You WIll also need a set of metTlC

tools mdudmg Allen wrenches It s a

good Investment as we are all gomg
metnc eventually It s the only senSIble

way to go
ThIS engme IS so small you can do

the Job on the top of your workben h

Get a couple of foot long ple es of 2x4
clear off the bench and we are all

ready to go at It Just follow the pIC
tures ItS really as easy as It looks tit

1 The 1 4 Iter engine actually 1397cc Is a beaul ful exam

ple of a well planned and laid outsmallpowerplant

3 Mamfoldlng and carburet on can be remolfed as a unit With

no engine stand the extra hands arequ te welcome
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2 Begm remolflng the external plumbmg by unbollmg the fuel

pump tlfSt Ant smog controls add to the clutter

4 As wth the OHC engine the Intake and exhaust head pas
sages are wefl des gned to delllfer good pertormance



5 Loosen rocker arm bolts a little at a t me alternating from

boll to boll to avoid bending the rockerarm sha

7 Pushrods will II out keep them In order tor reuse Inspect

for bent rods and possible excessIve tip wear

9 Remove old gasket and Inspect top of bore for wear ledge
at the end of ring travel Ledge must be reamed out

6 After unbolllng evenly I the entire assembly off In one

p ece Rocker t ps can be refaced It badly worn

B When removmg bolls from aluminum heads begin at the

ends and work toward center Reverse sequence to lghten

10 Be sur 0 1 has been draIned from pan then Invert

engIne on wood blocks on bench for convenIent handling
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1 210 ENGINE TE4RDOWN

HOW TO DISASEMILE lFfE GROWN U 1200

11 Remove bolls and I ftcrankcase off block Inspect pan tordebfls and mefalllc pamt effect s gnaJlng wear

12 Remove 011 pump pickup Screen should be clean If not
s artJookmg to tmd where the debfls came tram

13 Note engme standmg on flywheel Remove rod caps a er
be ng sure they are Indexed fo a dmstallatlon

14 Tap rod cap with so hammer to remove The cap should
be numbered by cylmder and have cam Side marked

15 With cap removed Inspect crank bearing Journal as well
as rod cap beaflng Check upper half on removal
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16 Tap rod and piston assembly out of block usmg a wooden
hammer handle Wear ledge must be removed first



17 That special tool holdmg the pufley IS nice but you can

accompl sh tha same thmg by wedging the crankshaft

19 Tap do not pry the alummum tmlng chain cover off
Check water pump replace 01 seal In coverIfdoubtful

21 Remove cham tens oner and mspect shoe Replace the
sprockets t teeth are worn Always replace the chain

18 Pry and tap genlly pulley w1I stlp off crankshaft Check 011
seal that Ispressed Into t mlng chain cover

20 Cam chain and sprockets are revealed Note the 0 1 s mg
erplate on end of crankshall II s very Important

t lL
I

I

22 Wedge crank w th hammer handle to remove cam sprocket
nut Don t close fist on bar or you w1I skin knuckles
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1 210 ENGINE TfARDOWN

HOW TO DISASEMILE lFfE GROWN U 1200

23 Sprockets will I off easily Don t lose the key In the
cranksha snout Wrap snout with maskmg tape

25 Back to the big bar to pull Ihe main bearmg bolls When
assembling use a forque wrench and follow specs

27 Got a little ahead of ourselves lifted Ihe crank out wllh
flywheel attached fnspect all Journals Closely
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24 Align timing marks on sprockets when assembling the
engine to get correct cam timing Don t forget slinger

26 Use the so hammer to tap the main caps loose Be sure

they aremdexed at Sides they arealready numbered

28 Remove external 0 1 pump Note pump Includes filler
mounf Inspecf gear disassemble pump fo check wear



tsJf

29 Remove two bolls Ihat secure the camsha keeper Dls
tnbufor must be removed pflor fo removmg the cam

31 Slip cam out of block carefully unlike the OHC engIne
these beaflngs can be replaced when worn out

33 We placed crank back In block and wedged II w th a

hammer fo pull the lIywheel bolls this IS the easy way

30 L ft cam retalnmg plate fo free cam II s this type 01
functional design at whIch Japanese engineers excel

I

fl lUllI
32 Note PBred cam followers below each cylinder bore The

followers can now be pushed out and examined closely

34 Remove the aufomatlc transmission p ot converter plate
and the one pIece 011 seal fo complete the Job
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HOW TO DlsASEMILE DATSUN S LITTLE 04MMER

2 LITER ENGINE TfARDOWN
Datsun

overhead cam engtnes ohc
are deSIgnated wIth an L senes

number begtnmng m 68 wIth
the Ll6 and working up through 73
and 74 to the L18 engme and the L20
m 75 As you may suspect the 16 18
and 20 numbers SIgnIfy dIsplacement
16OOcc 1800cc and 2000cc or the 2 hter

engtne m 75 whICh IS rated at 110 hp
at 5600 rpm The engtne we are usmg
m thIs teardown sequence IS an LI8
All engtnes m the senes are ahke vary
mg only m bore and stroke to gam the
added cc s There IS also an ohc 6

cyhnder fuel inJected engine In the
Zcar a very good mIll
The ohc deSIgn IS a clasSIC European

concept much favored m racmg engmes

Datsun has set many records and has
won a lot of races WIth thIS engme both
on sports car courses and the Salt Flats

Don t let that ohc fTlghten you away
from workmg on thIs httle Jewel ItS not

all that exotic There are a coupJe of

tncky httle Items you must be aware of
on assembly but WIth your trusty Ser
vIce Manual to guIde you It WIll be a

cmch Gettmg the cam m time IS a mat

ter of hmng up certam marks on the
cham and crank sprocket The other

pItfall wIn be encountered when mstall

mg the IgnItion system The 011 pump
on one SIde of the engtne and the Igm
tlon on the other are dnven by a

common shaft that extends dIagonally
through the engme and IS dTlven by a

worm gear on the crankshaft snout The
dnven gear IS on the 011 pump SIde of
the shaft and must be mstalled macer

tam pOSItion to permIt the dlstnbutor
shaft to be engaged at the proper angle
so the engme can be timed All thIS IS

explamed In detaIl m the ServIce Man
ual When removmg the cam be ex

tremely careful The cam towers have
no bearmgs and the towers are cast

alloy Ime bored to support the cam

and serve as theIr own beaTIngs If It

IS mcked and has to be replaced It

would have to be re bored for ahgnment
Same thing goes If you loosen them up

Keep these words of WIsdom m mind

your ServIce Manual ready and you re

set to tear Into that ohc engme tit

1 The 2 I ter OHC engme Is standard In the 610 and 710 cars

and 620 trucks Test headers worked quite well

3 One reason tor this engIne s efflc ency becomes evident
ImmedIately note the direct mtake and exhaust passages
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2 To get fo the basIcs both manifolds carburetor and all
associated fuel and vacuum lines are removed flfst

4 Afler removing gnllon wlrmg the dIstrIbutor pops all w th
the removal of one boll Check O rIng for leaks



5 Now for the cam and rocker cover Work on this engine Is
a pleasure as Datsun has kept design clean and s mple

7 Rght s de reveals the classIc rocker desIgn Valve lash s

set by adJusting easily accessible pivot balls

9 Remove two retamlng bolls to remove the fuel pump Look
for wear on cam eccentric and pump actuatmg lever

6 Rocker box I ns off easily Ifyou have ch nged 011 and flIer

regularlyyour engme willbe thIs clean too

8 Le s de reveals a very short rocker ratio distance between
c9m contact and rocker lip keeps monkey motion minimal

10 Before removing the cam sprocket we must make sure

chaIn doesn t falllnlo the crankcase note special tool
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2 UTER ENGINE TE4RDOWN

HOW TO DlsASEMILE DATSUN S LITTLE CAMMER

11 Hold cam sprocket WIth screwdflver through hole m webUse socket Bnd tJex handle to remove sprocket boll

13 Drop chain Into housmg wooden wedge willkeep It outof
crankcase Next remove mousetrap rocker sprIngs

15 Back v ew reveals how heel of bar Is used fo depress the
valve spring Don t cock keeper or lock w1I lIy out
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V

12 Chain need not be broken to I off sprocket After re
moving fuel pump eccentflc the sprocket IS liNed out

14 Use an angIe lipped bar fo depress the valve sprmgs and
remove rocker arms mcel No speCIal tool needed here

1 1

16 W th valve spring depressed rocker arm Is I ed off pivotball and removed from engme Keep In order



17 Remove two bolls holding the cam retainer m place and

you re ready to remove the cam Note rag In case

r
tl

18 SIp cam forward and outof cam fower bearings Be very
careful support cam to avo d nlckmg the bearmgs

21 Head can now be II ed off I t st cks bump with a so

hammer Never pry w th a screwdflver IIs aluminum
22 Now you can see where the chain went That spec al tool

Is merely a wooden wedge but It has a part number
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2 L1TER ENGINE TMRDOWN

HOW TO DlsASEMILE DATSUN S LITTLE CAMMER

24 The externally mounted 011 pump Is removed next DIsas

semble later and check Internal clearances for wear

26 SpecIal tools are nice but the pan could be removed flfst
and crank wedged or lock flywheel w th punch

27 Angle bar and soft hammer are used to massage front

pulley after unbolting In prevIous step Check all seal
28 Remove two pan bolls then unboll cam chain cover Cflt

cat all seat appears afound nose at the crenksha
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29 Tap case loose don t pry or alummum coverwill nick and

leak 011 seal Ispressed Into case always replace
30 Now we can see the entire limIng chain and the chaIn

gu des Chain Is held tIght by a spring loaded tensloner

31 Here we go again w th a spec al tool You can do as well

w th a rod poked through one of the flywheel holes

33 Beflhouslng and starter mounting plate can now be re

moved Note the rear main 0 1 seal Is a one pIece unit

34 Remove the rest of the pan bolls now and IR the crank
case pan Note Y block des gn for added strength
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2 UTER ENGINE T64RDOWN

HOW TO DlsASEMILE DATSUNS LITTLE QMMER

35 Remove 0 pump pickup be sure screen s clean If any
debfls s present look closely for a bad wear pomt

37 Lift rod cap off reinstall on rod later In the same relat ve

pos t on Inspect both top and bolom bearings

39 Ifpiston will not come outeasily check for a wear ridge
around top of bore IImust be reamed out flfst
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36 Now we can unboll a rod cap Check tor Indexing marks
Unboll rod cap then tap wIth soft hammer to break loose

38 Rotate crank throw out of the way use hammer handle to
lap rod and p ston out of block Gently do not force

40 For the mam bearings use a long flex handle on yoursocket They are torqued down very tlghfly brace engine



f
I

I

41 Datsun uses a spec al fool to I rear and center mainS

ludlclous tapping and prying Will do the tflck

rY tii cU
1j t tt t
q L i

t 4 k

i 5

43 With the rear maIn beaflng out the one p ece 011 seal can
be removed Use new seal when rebu dlng engine

45 L crank out and you have completed dlssasembly In
spect all bearings and cranksha Journals for wear

42 The rear mam requIres more work II s In tight snd
contams rear 011 seal Center main has thrust beaflng

i

44 Intermedate beaTIngs Will come loose wth a s ght tap
Keep bearmgs In order use Index marks Ifnecessary

46 F ve main bearings m this little 4 banger make t a virtually
wearproof engine Blowoutall 011 passages
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4 SPEED TRANS TfARDOWN
ThIS

4speed transmISSIon has been
standard throughout the Datsun
hne smce 1968 There are vana

t10ns In external appearance such as

length of tallshaft housing to SUIt the

apphcahon however the box Itself has

remamed baSIcally the same wIth a

few updatmg Improvements from tIme

to time

The same transmISSIon IS used In

both the Z car and the trucks There
are a couple of options avaIlable on

special order One IS a 5speed box m

whIch 5th IS the 1 1 ratio the other IS

also a 5speed box but 4th IS the 1 1
ratIo WIth 5th bemg an overdnve ThIS

box IS frequently used wIth hopped up

engtnes to utIhze the full potential of
the added horsepower

You may notice the neat way we

have secured thIS transmISSIOn for our

teardown photo sesSIOn You too can

use thIS tnck by obtammg an extra fIl

ler plug and weldmg or braZing a short

length of bar stock to the plug head

Hold the bar stock securely m a bIg
bench vISe WIth the plug screwed mto

the transmISSIOn ftller hole and you re

ready to go to work after you have

dramed the tranny
ThIS IS a very SImple transmISSIon

and all you WIll need m the way of

speCIal tools IS a palT of snap Tlng

phers You WIll need a second cluster

gear shaft to dnve the one m the

transmISSIOn out Shorten the second

shaft to the exact length of the cluster

gear It can then be used to dnve the

shaft out of the transmISSIOn and hold
the Jtlhon needle beaTIngs m place at

the same time

You WIll have to resort to the old
tnck of packmg the needle beanngs
WIth heavy grease to mstall them m

SIde the cluster gear when assembhng
Shp the short shaft mto the cluster

gear as you assemble each set of nee

dles It WIll hoJd the needles until you
Install the gear m the case and are

ready to push It out WIth the longer
permanent shaft when mstalhng the
cluster gear m the case

You WIll need a servIce manual to

make sure you get all the gears and

syn hro nngs back m the nght pla e

There are a lot of small parts and each
has to go back correctly tit

1 The Datsun 4 speed syncro transm ss ons may halfe slight
external Ifarlatlons butare all alike Internally

3 Dre n the transmIssion first then you are ready to remolfe

gear box cOlfer Look closely for metallic debris
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2 Shlfl linkage extends forward within tallsha housing Plas

I1c bag prevented drIps Check rear 011 seal for wear

4 If debfls or metallic paInt effect appears look for ch pped
or worn gear leeth bushings and thrust washers



5 Remolfe clelfls pin In shlfllelfer linkage as thfl first step In

disassembly Insjflct case tor cracks or leaks

7 Sh fter ra s are at top of picture Relferse gears are spur

type wlh a slIding mesh engagement 10 reduce clash

9 Clutch lelfer Is secured to ball pllfot by a spring clip SIp
lever outboardoff ball and remolfe throwout bearing

6 Remolfe speedo dfllfe then unboll tallshaft housing Turn

housing slightly to d sfmgage sh r rail linkage

8 Clulch lever has a rubber boot fo keep dirt out of the clutch

housing Remolfe and Inspecl the boor for lears

10 Unbolt throwout bearing carrIer Pry genlly agaInst P lfOt

ball wh le lappmg s de of carrier to free unit
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4 SPEB TIMNS TE4RDOWN

11 Throwout bearing carrier seflfes as front bearing retainer
as well as anchoring the cluster gear sha

13 Remolfe cluster gear Note there are selferal sets of loose
needle beaflngs Ins de this gaar mspect closely

15 It he springs dJdn t Jump out carefully remolfe both the
spnngs and detent balls wllh a pocket magnet
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12 The cluster gear Is removed by drllflng the carrier shaft
forward w th another slightly smaller shaft

14 There are two external plugs Ihet retain the sh er rail
detenls Walch for small parts when remolfmg plugs

16 Wllh a small chisel bend down the lockIng tab on the lock
washer Ihat secures the tallsha relalnlng nut



17 SIp a unllfersal yoke on the tallsha splines and hold the
yoke wIth a bar while remolflng lallsha nul

19 The shifting forks are pinned 0 the sh ft ra s Use a drlfl
punch of proper size to drllfe the pins out

9
7f

lilD
t

21 We can now slide the shlfler ra ls out of the case Remolfe
the lower rail wllh the sIngle c elfls first

18 W th tallsha nut removed the lock washer and speedom
eterdflve gear can now be remolfed Ifery easily

20 Both forks are secured In the same manner II Is Ifery
cfllical that the dfl punch be the correct sIze

7
r

i
J

22 The upper rail and relferse gear are remolfed at the same

lime Careful there are more detent In the case
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4 SPEED 1A4NS TE4RDOWN

23 Shflmg forks must be held In place while remolflng rails
to prelfent binding Inspect fork tips tor wear

25 Using proper fool remOlfe snap fng tram the end of the
reverse gear transfer sha

I l

27 Carefully unbollthe transmission case rear bearing caffl
er Beaflng can be remolfed from camer later
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24 Detents In case serve fo lock one shfl rail when the other
mOlfes Remolfe carefully and note gasket cond t on

l

26 Small relferse df lflng gear can now be sl pped off sha
splines Check thrust washer behind gear for wear

28 Rear bearing gears syncro rIngs shfler hubs and s eelfes
ere slipped outof the trans case as a unll



tile case Gently thiS IS an elumllm case

II I g and geer ere remolfed as a untl Beer

g

t he nJ rolll shellleter
If necessary

or

frOIII the forWerd end of the reverse transter s a

nobe relllOved trolll case

32 rranstehr Shes
II lannS

a

v
hln9 closelY tor lieer

Take nO c ance

I p

r
needle roller bearings that are presse

n

2

34 It Ifery crlllcal needleroller pilot bearIng

Inside tile pllt gear hub Inspect very closelY
lilll be toun
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HOW TO RE AIR A MANUAL SHIFT TRANS

OVERHAULING lFlE S SPEED
Like

most manual transmissIons

those used by Datsun are hardy
httle beasts these days and If

you aVOId power or speed shlftmg
them which Isn t ne essary anyway

you should have very httle trouble
wIth any of them 3 speed 4 speed or

5speed If for any reason you fmd It

necessary to pull the transmISSIon to

work on It you ll fmd that the case

desIgn IS dtfferent from Amencan and

even European manual boxes
The transmISSIOn OnslStS of three

malO parts a tran mlSSlon ca e with

bellhousmg a center adapter plate to

whICh all gears and shaft are mstalled

and a rear extensIon The cast Iron

adapter plate supports the mamshaft

countershaft reverse Idler shaft and
three fork rods and IS bolted at the
front to the transmISSion case and at

the rear to the extensIOn housmg by
through bolts By removlOg the

through bolts the case can be spht and
all gears and shafts dtsassembled

Internally operatIOn of the Datsun

manual tran mlSSlOn IS pretty conven

tional as they are all fully synchro
lllzed constant mesh deSIgns that use

hehcal gears wIth a hdmg mesh re

verse gear that use spur gears Syn
chrolllzer deSIgn IS a bIt dIfferent from
others you may have encountered as Pi

the use of several needle beaTIng
sleeve assembhes on whKh the gears
nde But If you ve ever worked on a

transmISSIOn before you can handle

one of these
And If you ve never opened a manu

al transmISSIOn before the photograph
IC sequence on the folio mg pages WIll

Jet you do It hke an expert To demon

strate the sequence we ve sele ted the

Type FS5e71A 5 speed as It s the

most wmplex However WIth the ex

ceptIOn of the number of gears 10

volved the same procedure apphes to

the F4W71B 4 speed F4W63L 4

speed F4W56L 4 speed and R3W56L

3 speed used In vanous Datsuns over

the past 8 years the deSign IS IdentI

cal Reassembly of the transmISSIOn can

be accomphshed by reversmg the steps
and no speCIal tools are reqUIred tit

1 The Dalsun 5 speed trans Is a d vlded type wllh the gear
assembly secured to a center adapter plate Access to the

gears s gained by removing the bellhouslng gear case and
extens on housIng

3 Even though you drained the transm sslon before startIng
disassembly expect a bll of gear 01 remaIning In the case to

leak out when you break thebelhousIng loose Use solvent to
clean components as you work
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2 Begin the 5 speed overhaul by removing the belhOUSing
Youll need a 14mm socket tor thIS Job a 10mm and 12mm

w1 handle the maJority of the other bolls you l encounter w th

the Datsun transmissIons

4 Remove the bellhouslng togear Ce5e gasket and discard It

should be replaced by a new one when you reassemble the

transm sslon to prevent any poss blllty of leaks used gaskets
Just don t have II



r

1 f

1
ffi

5 Now turn the transmlss on around and unboll the extenson

housing from the center adapter plate When you reassemble
the two you should torque these bolls to 12 15 ft Ibs Correct

torque s mportant w th alloy parts

7 Remolfe the cotter pm from the output sha and unscrew

the spl t nut Th s rather th ck washer should also come off If

you halfe occas on to tap on the shaft w th a hammer later on

replace the nutbefore dOing so

9 The speedometer pm on assembly s held In place by a

hex head screw 10mm and a small metal extens on or re

taming plate Remove both the screw and the plate then pull
the gear stra ghl out

6 Use a small screwdfllfer to pop off the Ccllp wh ch fastens
the shl mount to the speed change cross leifer or as the

Japanese put t disconnect the stflklng rod from he control
te r

8 The companion lIange should pull off easily f not Insert a

screwdflver behmd t and pry carefully If t st 1I refuses to

budge use a puller as a last resort Whatelfer you do don t
beat t off WIth a hammer

lC
1
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10 Now you can sl de the extenson hOUSing off the output
sha The gasket will probably stick to the center adapter
plate and should be cleaned off completely before attemptmg
reassembly
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OVERHAULING lHE 5 SPEED

HOW TO RE AIR A MANUAL SHIFT TRANS

11 The speed change cross lelfer whIch engages the fork rod

brackels to shift the transm ss on Into the desITed gear should
be remolfed from the exlens on housing and Its tp Inspected
for undue wear

13 You ll need a paIr at snap ring pliers rather frequently
during the olferhaul beginning wth the snap ring which holds
the main dfllfe gear beaflng on the Input sha IIs st ff so go
slowly to alfo dbreaking pl ers

vc I
I

i
I

15 Here s a s mple and effect ve way of olfercomlng res st

ance on the part of a stubborn bearing Pry behind the beaTIng
retainer ring as you gently tap the output sha and you ll

gradually work the bearing free

124 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN

12 Before alemptlng to separate the gear case from the cen

ter adapter plate you should also remove the reverse lamp
neutral safety sWItch from the case Now you can concentrate

on separating the two safely

14 Ifyou have any kind of good luck you should be able 10

pop the bearing loose and remOlfe t from Ihe output shaft If

the transm sslon has nelfer been olferhauled before It can be

a real chore

I

I

16 Once the beaTIng has been remolfed use a screwdrllfer to

break the gear case loose tram the center adapter plate
Thpre s a th rd gasket Involved here and again clean II off

thoroughly



17 We begin gear d sassembly from the rear but before you
can remove the speedometer dfllfe gear from the output shaft
you must remolfe th s snap ring As you ll see there s lots of
work ahead for those plers

19 Now remove the speedo drive gear rear snap ring then
the front snap ring holding the output shaN overdflve bearing
and lap the bearing loose on sha Remolfe the beanng and
the rear snap ring

21 The malnsha thrust washer comes off a er the lock nuts
are removed Again there s another I ttle steel ball that must
be remolfed don t target to reinstall It when reassembling the
transmission

18 With the front snap ring removed pull the speedometer
drllfe gear off the output sha Don t lose that little steel ball

resting In the sha as t poslt ons and holds the gear In

place Keep small parts In a can

r

20 You can expect to have some real fun remolflng the main

sha nuts These are caulked at the factory When reassem

bling the trans torque the front nut to 120 140 Ibs and then

turn olfer lock nut

22 Use a socket to remolfe the boll from the rear of the
countersha A lock washer and beaflng sh m must also be
taken off to gain access to the rear countersha beaflng
whIch we remolfe next
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OVERHAULING lftE 5 SPEED

HOW TO RE AIR A MANUAL SHIFT TRANS

23 A beaTIng puller s the proper way to go when remolflng
the rear countershaft bearmg butt you don t have one handy
you can use a screwdrllfer and a hammer as shown as long
as you use care In remolfal

25 Now remolfe the corresponding 5th gear Its synchronrzer
ring and the needle beaTIng on wh ch the assembly fIdes from
the malnsha by s dlng t to the rear ThiS should present
absolutely no problems

27 Each sh rod uses a separate check plug and sp ng
housed In the adapter plate On the 5 speed you ll fmd two
steel check balls under each spring the 4 speed uses three
check balls and four Interlock balls

126 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN

24 Once the countersha rear bearing has been removed you
can now d sengage the countersha olferdflve 5th gear and
sl p t off the sha The 4 speed of course willnot halfe thiS
add tonal gear

26 The needle beaflng assembly which fides on top of thiS

bushing must be pfled offcarefully If the bushing s scored or

otherw se damaged replace It and the needle bearing assem

bly as well

lT

r

r

28 Dfllflng out the drlfl pin holdmg the shlfl fork In place wllh

a su table punch you can now remolfe the reverse 5th gear
sh rod fork relferse gear and the ent re synchronrzer unll

from the transm ss on



29 The reverse countergear slides off the countershaft once

the malnsha reverse gear has been removed lis desIgn Is
slghtly d fferent on the 4 speed but removal s essentally the
same for both desIgns

31 USing the punch tap out the remaining dfl pins holding
1st 2nd and 3rd 4th shl forks In place Slide the forks off
thelf sh f1 rods Inspect and then dent fy each for replace
ment They are not the same

2J
r

33 You can now remove the counters haft from the adapter
plate Note that the 5 speed uses three roller bearings while
the 4 speed s fIlled with only two You may have 10 tap the

end of the 5 speed shaft to free the bearing

30 Check the reverse Idler gear for chipped teeth or other
damage If the gear Is okay there s really no pOint In gOing to
the trouble to remove t Just leave the gear In place and

proceed to the next step

32 Work the sh rods free and WIthdraw each from the cen

ter adapter plate As w th the forks these should be replaced
to serve the same gears they served before disassembly as

each w1I have ItS own wearpalern

34 W th the countershaft out of the case carefully Inspect
each of the gears to make certain that there are no chIpped or

damaged teeth If there are you ll have to replace the entlfe

Unit as gears are Integral
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35 Now separate the main dflve or Input sha from the main

sha Check main drive gear and 4th gear for worn or dam
aged teeth and then continue gear d sassembly from the

malnsha

37 In order to remove the hub synchronrzer and Its coupling
sleeve from the malnsha front end you ll have to take off

another snap ring DIdn t we tell you that those pliers would
getplenty of use

39 When you pull the thrust washer forward t will expose
another one of those little steel balls resting In the malnsha
Remove washer and ball fo gain access to 2nd gear and Ihe
1sl2nd synchrOnizer unit

128 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN

J
1

i

36 Also be certain to check the synchronizer rings for worn

or damaged teeth If you re having dlff culty sh fIIng up or

down chances are good that a worn synchronizer unit Is

probably to blame

38 W th the snap ring removed the 3rd 4th synchronrzer unit

and 3rd gear slIp off Another needle beaflng assembly and

bushing must also be removed at this poInt do so carefully
AlwaYl check these for wear

I40 Stili another needle beaflng and bushing must be removed

as 2nd gear s pulled off the malnsha from the rear You ll
end up with almost as many needle bearings on the bench as

snap rings



41 The remainder of Ihe synchronl er assembly and 151 gear

can nOW be wllhdrawn trom the matnshall
This compleles

gear disassemblY Check IIe matnslall lor any signS at wear

or damage

42 All roller lelarlngs should be washed tn solvenl and blon

dry 11 compressed air Rolale ouler beaflng agatnSI race

and check for burrs IIghlneSS etc Ihen relubflCale beaflngs

Jlh gear 011 for reassemblY

43 All need e leaflngs and Ihe bushtngs should alsO be

checked carefully Should Ihe bushtn9 shOW SIgns
at wear

scoring burrs etc replace 1 and the needle beaTIng assem

bly thaI des on 1

44 Male synchroer rings 111 correspondIng gears
and

check leeth for ChIPS ear or other damage that could allecl

your abJl ly 10 make smooth gear
changes

thout problems

If necessary
replace

F

45 Check each speed gear for Ihe same defecls Revolve Ihe

alloWS Ihe gear 0 1 10 lubffcale the main shall and make cer

tatn thaI Ihe pessage
s clear

46 Don l overlook the InSIde face ot Ihe gear
ClOgged ad

area s orn be sure 10 recheck the mstnShSll as there ll be

correspondtng
ear You can noreassemble
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HOW TO RE AIR THAT T 35 LOOK ALIKE

AUTOMATIC TRANS OVERHAUL
first COUSin to the Amencan Borg
Warner T 35 automatic the 3

speed Datsun automatic was

used untIl 1973 when a sWItch was

made to the Jatco automatIc but thou
sands of these are still on the road and

mteresllngly enough a very close van

atlOn of the Idenllcal desIgn was used

by Toyota until 1974 As It was bUilt
under hcense you can t really consider
It to be a copy but rather an adapta
tIOn of a des gn no longer used III

Amencan cars Unfortunately when
the Japanese transferred the deSign to

their own drawmg boards they did It

a bit too faIthfully transferring also
the problems that had afflKted ItS pre
VIOUS use

One of the major problems that

develops with thiS automallc comes

with shppmg the transmiSSIOn out of
Reverse and mto Dnve before stoppIng
the car completely as In backIng out

of a dnveway ThiS causes shppage In

the rear band and coupled with low

hydrauhc pressure tends to cause the
loss of reverse gear which Isn t too

neat If you absolutely have to back up
the car to move It In the early stages
of thIS problem you can often over

come the transmISsIOn s reluctance to

engage reverse gear by shppmg It Into

Drive edgIng the car shghtly forward
and then shiftIng qUickly mto Reverse
But once the problem has dcveloped
It s only a mailer of llme before you ll
have to pull the transmISSIOn down

anyway and replace the rear band
clutches You can prevent thiS problem
from recurnng by enlargIng the rear

1 Allhough Is always hand er to work w th the transm ss on

mounted on a stand there s no reason why you can t pull
down your 3 speed automatic on a bench w thout problems

3 A 14mm socket w1I let you remove the six bolls holding the
converter housing to the case Other than a slide hammer and
slotted sprIng compressor usual tools WIll do
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servo 011 feed passage Increasmg the
011 flow to the rear servo WIll mcrease

the hydrauhc pressure but you should
also overcome the practice of sllppmg
the car from Reverse to Dnve while
ItS 10 motIOn

To get an expert s adVice on thIS

transmiSSion we went to Mike Gold
man who s taught transmISsIOn repalf
for more years than he cares to thmk

about and the result a stralghtfor
ward teardown procedure to reassem

ble the transmISSion Simply revcrse the

steps shown m dISassembly For exact

specs pertaInIng to the apphcatlOn of

your Datsun automallc pIck up a copy
of the factory repair manual from your
local dealer and use It as your speclfi
callon gUide ill

2 Begin the teardown procedure by removing the ATF auto
mat c transmlsson lIuld f lIer tube and dipstick Two hex

head bolls hold It rn place

r

11
r

4 W th the bolls removed you should be able to break the

converter hOUSing free by hand As the en re Unit s aluminum
alloy don t pry or hammer on the case



L
a

i
zo s

j
1

5 Now loosen and remove the 011 pan bolls L II off the 0 1

pan and set to one s de t s a handy container fo hold other

small parts to be removed

6 You ll find lour small tubes the line pressure A tront

seflfo release B front seflfo apply C and rear servo apply
D Don l cflmp or damage while removing

1
S

w

t

7 F ve bolls hold the front 011 strainer In place Remove and

wash t thoroughly wth solvent then blow dry With com

pressedair don t Wipe wllh a cloth

9 The valve body s secured at seven pain Is These two

shown are not bolls but locatrng studs for correct

replacement only the nuts come off

8 F ve bolls also hold the rear 0 1 strainer Remove and clean

t In the same manner taking care not to damage or puncture
Ihe screen If you do replace

v

10 A er unbolllng I ll the valve body up and off Ihe two

locating studs Set th s fo one s de and we ll get 0 ts d sas

sembly laler
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AUTOMATIC TA4NS OVERHAUL

HOW TO RE AIR THAT T 35 LOOK ALIKE

11 WIth the valve body removed you ll find a front and rear
01 check valve and compression spflng resting In the valve
body platedon t lose or forget to replace

13 Now Joosen and remove the two front seflfo securJngbolls then remove front seflfO and brake band apply strut
Strut may slpall and fall Into case we ll get It later

r

4

f
J

15 Now remove the rear seflfo and fhe brake band apply struf
which we dropped In the case Use a glob at grease to hold
struf to seflfO when reassembling transmission
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12 Off comes the valve body plate wh ch should also be
thoroughly cleaned w th solvent You ll find a Single throttle
pressure check ball located In the passage shown

14 The rear seflfo Is held In place by two securing bolls andth s center support boll You ll notice the d lIerence between
them be sure to replace support boll here

r
0

i i I
16 A er removing the SIX front 0 1 pump secufng bolts use a
slide hammer as shown fo pull the front 0 1 pump body out of
the transmission case



17 The clutch drum thrust washer and front mull ple d sc

clutcl come next wiggle as you pull forward Note needle

beaflng arrow on Input sha not all models have them

19 The second sun gear thrust washer and rear mull ple disc
clutch come out now wthout d ffcully That thrust washer Is

mportant remember where t goes

21 The next step s to loosen and remove two center support
bolls one on each s de Th s frees the center support rear

brake band and planetary for removal

18 Wggle the front brake band free of the rear clutch and

remove After checking band for burning scoring or other

detects mark w th an F so you can tell where It goes

20 Remove the Intermed ate sha w th ts two needle roller

bearings one located between the sha and the second sun

gear the other between sha and output sha

22 At the same tme unhook the cotter pIns holding the

parking lock rod to the control shaft lever and parking lock
lever then remove the rod
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AUTOMAnc TRANS OVERHAUL

HOW TO REPAIR THAT T 35 LOOK ALIKE
r
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23 Unbolt and remove parking brake pawl cover Check lock
pawl A for excessIve play by pressIng downward If cover
spring B s damaged remove dfftpIns and replace

25 Now I the extensIon hOUSing up and off the output sha
You ll find an all seal In the black dust deflector on the hous
Ing end replace t

J

24 Unboll extens on hOUSing from trans case and remove If t
doesn t break free by hand tap very gently at the pOint shown
and t lI come off

r

26 To remove the speedometer dflve gear you ll have to
expand the rear snap ring and slip II oft Drive gear will then
sl de off sha wthout d ffcully

27 Under the speedometer dflve gear you ll IInd a small
Woodruff key rather than fhe usual steel ball Remove th s andthe front snap ring as well
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28 Pop the E rlng off the governor valve sha then slIde sha
and valve fhrough the governor which can now be removed
from the ta 1 sha



29 The governor and support will slde off eas y Work the
Inner and outer we ghts with your fingers If they don t move

freely clean them untlthey do

31 Then unbolt and Ift the rear 011 pump body off the output
shall You ll find another check valve and spring located
here don tlose or neglect to replace t

33 Late model pumps also have a priming valve and spring
This head pIn drives the 0 1 pump gear As w th Ihe check
valve be sure to reinstall t

1
I

W j

1
1

30 Th s rather long sliding key should be removed from the

output shaft before you attempt to remove the rear 011 pump
body and drive gear

32 You don t have to break the 0 1 seal rings fo get them
off squeeze wllh your finger stick a coller pin under one end
fo d sengage the tanks and they slip off

34 You can now remove the planetary gear assembly center
support and rear brake band Band s responsible for most of
the transmission s problems
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35 The sprag clutch sl ps out of the race on the front of the

planetary Planetary unit cannot be d sassembled II defectve

the ent e untis replaced

37 Check the sprag for damage make sure 0 1 holes are

clear and replace the O rmg at A Reassemble so center

support locks against planetary when turned clockwise

39 Separate the stator sha from the 011 pump body to expose
the drive and dflven gear Wash everythmg w th solvent and

blow dry with compressed alf
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36 Note how the 1st reverse drum s riveted to planetary unt

making d sassembly mpossble Sprag clutch outer race and

snap ring s reused With new Unt

V

38 Holding the 011 pump body as shown remove the f ve

bolls then lower thf1 body to the bench as t drops away from

the stator shaft

j

40 Inspect the stator sha and the gear contact surface for

any wear or burns Th s s not known as a problem area w th

the Borg Warner des gn



t

t

i
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41 Inspect pump gears for wear or damage t worn replace
In pump body and check clearance with feeler gauge L mlts

43 Reassemble Unit a er lubrlcatmg gears with A TF If 6mm

bolls are used torque fo 3 5 Ibs If Bmm bolls torque fo
8 11 Ibs Then add thrust washer

J t 11
i

I
Y

T

dr
p

45 L off the Input sha and you ll find a thrust washer on

top of the clutch hub Remove washer and clutch hub and set
to one side

V
I l

J T

t
t tr

42 Check the 0 1 pump body as you didthe stator unit paymg
part cular allenton for wear at the pOint shown Replace the
O f1ng seal on outside of pump body

44 Start d sassembly of front clutch by prying end of snap
ring free from Its groove wllh a screwdflver then remove rIng
by hand

ItiiJcj
i

f oJ

I
Jr

Y

46 Clutch plates and discs come outnext Check both sIdes
of each plate and d sc for wear burning or scoring If one Is
bad all must be replaced

COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN 137



AUTOMATIC TRANS OVERHAUL

HOW TO REPAIR THAT T 35 LOOK ALIKE

1
1

I
1
1

1

47 Now remove Ihe plSlon spring relalnlng snap ring with a

screwdflver Ifp ston does not I out apply compressed af

to p ston apply hole Replace O f1ng

49 ThIs p ston check valve should be llfmly riveted and

spring back when you push t against the check valve hole If

not replace the plslon Inslead of trying 10 fix I

51 Before you can remove the rear clutch piston this heavy
spring must be compressed and a snap rIng removed to let

the spring come free
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48 Don llry 10 pry O ring seals from clutch squeeze Iogelher
with your lingers grab the protruding end and peel t off the

hub

j

c

I
I

50 D sassembly 01 rear clulch s sImilar 10 Iront one Replace
all D rlngs and Inspect all plates and clutch d scs carefully for

wesr or damage

52 We made our spring compression tool from a piece of

pipe w th a notch cut In one s de for snap ring removal

Without proper tools th s Is very dangerous



t
1 x

1

f
H

53 In order to dIsassemble the front seflfo Unit th s snap ring
must be pfled out flfst At first glance you mIght think the
small center retaining clp was the key

55 Th s tors on sprIng must be unfastened before you can

dsassemble the rear seflfo Unit Press down and sWing out
s de leg of spring to one s de releasIng pressure

j

or
c o 0 0

0

57 Here s the valve body d sassembled Components are held
In place by cover shown Unbolt and remove L fo R 1 2 sh ft

valve oflfce control 2 3 valve throllle relay

54 W th the front servo apart remove and replace both O ring
seals shown then reassemble and clip snap ring back In

pos tlon

56 P ston should then pull out of seflfO If not apply com

pressed alf the servo apply hole arrow Remove and re

place the O ring then reinstall pston and latch spring

l

1 L

t
j

58 Reassemble the transm ss on by reversing the procedure
shown In the preceding sequence Be sure to Install a new 011

pan gasket and torque bolts to 4 6 Ibs
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COMPETITION
BREEDS

SUCCESS AND MORE COMPETITION THRU DATSUN S UNIQUE PROGRAM

Before
there were cars there were

horses and people raced horses
Ever SInce there were cars peo

ple have raced cars Both types of ra

ers have claImed that racmg results m

a progressIVe Improvement of the prod
uct and there IS that tacky outworn

phrase about racmg Improvmg the
breed In today s use of the term It s

frequently better to say that raLlng

successfully WIll Improve somebody s

Image m the pubhc s eye SImply be
cause many of the people who race

ars aJso bUIld cars for everyday use

and there IS httle resemblance between
the two Datsun beheves m both Ideas
and they are nght now very busy m

the pro ess of provmg theIr pomt

Recently we saw a machme called
the R 382 It was pamted bnllalnt yel
low and was powered by a turho

charged V 12 engme Were the aerody
namIc body panels to be stnpped
away you would be left lookmg at

somethmg hke an overpowered kart

The R 382 was tucked away m a wr

ner of the ServIce Department at Dat
sun s West eoast offICe and frankly
there ISn t much mterest m It among
the people m the LOmpetltlon depart
ment DeVICes hke the R 382 are fas

cmatmg techmcal exerCISes and If

they clean house on the competition
WIll Improve the company s Image yet
they don t refleLt current production
practice and that IS Just why Datsun
has shelved such proJects

D ck Roberts heads up Datsun s

competition department m Gardena
eahf A few years ago DIck was aVid

ly competing m a productIOn type
sports car out of Omaha The people
who bUIlt hIS car ongmally couldn t

speak mu h Enghsh and were very

busy racmg theIr own cars auoss the
ocean DICk recalls that because he
had a good dT1ll he was consIdered
well eqUIpped I Thmgs have changed

Datsun s competition department IS

an ImpreSSIve mstallatlOn replete WIth
a clean room a parts bin that was

ImpreSSIve to say the least and last
but not least a study hall The study
hall IS really a dyno room where new

engme wmponents can be tested and

proved on a continuous basIS There s a
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nice offt e too where the phone nngs
anywhere between 50 to 80 times a

day and desks across whICh pass 80 to

100 letters a day both forms of com

mUnicatIOn commg from people who

are raong Datsuns a ross the country
It s an Interesting bUSIness because
these racers are runnmg real Datsuns
WIth numbers hke B 2 10 610 710
1600 2000 and the Z cars Every one

of those cars began hfe as showroom
stockers WIth a lot of potential and
Datsun has done theIr homework well
m developmg a complete lme of com

ponents that WIll help turn tho e cars

Into race wInners

Interestingly enough there wasn t a

race car m SIght ex ept for a 280 Z
that was headed for BonneVIlle aImed

at breakmg some class record It had

a hot engme roll cage adJustable
spnngmg and a ftre extmgulShmg sys
tem but aSIde from a speCIal pamt Job
and some speual saJt tires nearby
there wasn t much to dlStmgUlsh It

from a sto k 280 In a wooden crate

next to the wall was a 280 engme

painted flat black and sportmg a set of

44mm Mkum arbs that was sent out

from Bob Sharp RaCing m eonnectlcut
The competitIOn department doesn t

spend theIr time bUlldmg theIr own

cars and racmg them mstead they
stand ready to help the guy out there

racmg and that s a mighty reassuring

1 Raced prepped 2 I ter Datsun engine
bears IIIIe external resemblance to

tsproduct on counterparts Carbs are

M kunllSolex 44mm s dedra s w th
extended trumpet veloc ty stacks

Note header conf gurat on

2 Pete Brock s BRE Dalsun team put
Nlssan on the American racing map
Thelf hotly contested seasonagainst
the Alfa Romeos In 1971 ended w th

the Wh te Datsuns on top John Horton

drove the 510 car No 46

3 Mke Downey backed up Horton In the
1971 season on the BRE team

4 Today Datsuns of all varlet es are

raced across the country In a number of
classes Ths s Miller Imports
B Sedan dflven by SCCA Southern

Pac f c D s on Champ on Dave Mad son
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COMPETITION BREEDS

feehng to know that the factory IS your
SIlent partner m thIs crazy add cttve

sport of gOtng fast

Usmg productton cars as the basIS

for competItton we wondered whether

Datsun had dlTected most of thelT tIme

towards developmg the engme and

dnvehne or the suspenSIOn The obvI

ous answer was both Today you can

bUIld up an engme WIth a lot of

horses but the real tTlck IS puttmg
them on the ground and keeptng tbe

car stable all the way around the

lA

I
I

f

2

5

lf
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tra k Datsuns are baSl ally made of

pretty tough stuff and It s a matter of

USIng the rIght combInatIOn of both

horsepower and handlmg to come up
WIth the competttlve result On the

rows of shelves m the parts bm are the
results of the competttton department s

testIng program and It s a program
that keeps on testing both on the dyno
and dUrIng the fmal test on the track

But unless a partIcular deSIgn IS no

longer ompetItlve or a better one

comes along there are no ftnal grades

gIven out after the tests are over Wtn

mng dnvers and teams take home the

pflze money and the prestIge but Dat

sun contmues the Job of development
Racmg IS never a stattc SItuatIOn and

new results are avaIlable to any team

on an equal baSIS from Datsun
The competttton department m Gar

dena has gone to conSIderable length
to develop racmg components sUItable
for our wnd ttons on our tracks Rac

mg IS Important m Japan too but tbe
rules and frequently the condlttons dlf

1t 11I t W1

JC

Y
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fer Datsun bas worked wIth several
outde outftts m order to come up

wIth tbe nght kmd of parts for the Joh
A lot of part particularly suspemlOn
element and kIts come from the fac

tory but that doe n t mean that te tlnR
on them IS fmal m every respe t

How does the factory use the knowl

edRe gamed from rallng expenence
and apply It to produdlOn cars That s

a questIOn a ked often as a equel to

the Improving the breed ch he and
It s not an easy one to answer 10 one

1 The 510 sedan sllll s a compet tlve
car Th s one s raced by M lIer Imports
out of Van Nuys Cal f

2 Nearing complet on In Gardena Cal f
s Datsun Compet ton s new dyno room

Here the factory Will be able to test
and evaluate new components and tryout
some new Ideas as well

3 D ck Roberts s the man In charge of
the Datsun racing program illS hIS
Jab 10 see that all the teams are

rece mg the parts seflflce and new

Informat on to stay on top

4 Powerplant for the 280 was bUill

by Bob Sharp RaCing In Connect cut
a long way from the sail Note heat
sh eld beneath carbs Datsun IS hes tant
to quote bhp figures on these engines
s mply because they have found that
one engine willg ve d fferent fgures
on d fferent dynamometers

5 Dick shows a v s tor a full scale

drawmg suppled to each purchaser of
a suspens on k t DraWing mdcates

mounting pomts areas on the chaSSIS
requITmg modf caton etc

6 Ths s the latest factory suspens on
kll for the 280 Z II Includes front
and rear hubs sway bars adJustable
spring shock units bushings arms

and installation hardware Datsun
does not sell this type of eqUipment
to anyone who s notactively racmg

7 R ght rear suspension of the 280

Bonnev lIe car shows ts adJustable
spring shock towers and behind a

protect ve shield an electflc fuel

pump Drum rear brakes are retamed

8 ThIS IS a fresh 2 I ter engine
pnor to del very Engines arepainted
m heat res stant flatblack Note the

degreed front pulley and large 011 pan

9 Caught napping before It goes Into
action s the 280 Z that w1I be
headed to Bonnev lIe In 1975 to take
a shot at some records Temporaflly
mounted on street tITes the chass s

Is relat vely stock

10 Control panel for the Datsun dyno
Coolant water p pmg s at the Ie
A mercury gauge measuring alf dens ty
In the dyno room stands against the
wall Sw tchboxes on wall w1I operate
vent lat on system

11 Dick Roberts standing behind the
new dyno s water brake IS conf dent
of the new installation s poten al
and versat IIIy Short dflvesha
w 1I couple test engine s flywheel to

brake Unt 10

or two words In the pa t yea the

greatest gams have been In suspenSIOn
deSIgn aerodynamICs and tire tech

nology Datsun has heen applYIng
these pnnclples heavIly In order to

tay competItive and refInements In

probuhon l ar suspenSIOn drc frequent
ly the result of racmg expenence The
same can he s ud for structural mtegn
ty Any productIOn car out on the
tra k no matter what modIficatIOns
have been made to It IS still baSIcally
a Dat un In structure The loads lffi

po ed on a car dUrIng a race au elera
hon omenng brakIng are tremen

dous and proVIde an excellent check
for the Integnty of the car s baSIC
oundness Partly by mtent and partly

through the medlllm of competItIon
Dat uns are among the most sohd cars

on the road
DICk spoke for a whIle on the dura

blhty of the 4 and 6 cyhnder NI an

engines They re tough by degn and

competition has proven thelT ablhty to

take on morc than tWIce theIr

productIOn line output and live

throuRh more than one ra e Without a

rehUlld Much of th depends on the

engme bUIlder talents and care hut It

9 0 L

also IS a clear reflection of the baSl

sohdanty of the deSIgns The same ap
phe to the cars dnvehnes ARaIn
whIle not speclfKally deSigned for rac

mg the Datsuns have proven thelT ba
Sl rehablhty through contmuou rac

mR You can bet that any component
whKh breaks WIth comlStency IS gomg
to be earmarked for Improvement by
the fadory The competition depart
ment IS able to gather together all the

applied results from racIng every
weekend auoss the land and compIle a

very complete dOSSIer on everythIng
bemg learned

Just how deep mto ra mR IS Dat un

Better to ask how deeply Into Datsun
are the people m SeeA IMSA and
other sandlOned forms of gomg fast
At anyone tIme there are a many IS

1500 people mvolved In one way or

another WIth racmg them Over 30 of
the ca mvolved m rallymR today are

Dat uns In dub racmg you can fmd
as many as 7 out of 10 top dnve

dOing thelT thmg In a Datsun ApproXI
mate fIgures yes but nonethelea

te tlmony to Dabun s rehablllty and

bac ftber Well all nRht then racmg
does Improve the breed tit
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PHOTOS COURTESY NISSAN MOTOR CORPORATION

THE L IL HUSTLER S FAMILY TREE HAS ITS ROOTS DEEP INTO HISTORY

ong the popular Datsuns whIch
NlSsan Motors eorporatIon sells
m the Umted States are the LI 1

Hustler pIckups These are econolnlcal

rugged and rehable mlm tru ks A

product of NlSsan s long years of auto

motIve expenence they have worked
out very well m Amenca It all began
way back around 1910 when motor ve

hIdes were replacmg horses and wag
on and the Kwalshmaha Motor ear
eo the olde t ancestor m the Nlssan
hne began producmg the Dat motor

vehIcles
While the vast maJonty of all early

Japanese motor vehIcle were passen
ger cars from the very begmnmg a

few tru ks and other commercIal vehl

cles were bUIlt on the same chassIS the

early Japanese automobIles used The

pnmltIve and undeveloped road net

work of Japan of those days hmlted all

motor vehldes to the envIrons of the

blcItIes

The number of ca trucks and com

mercIal motor vehIcles used m Japan
and the mIles of roads they could oper
ate on w re very hnuted untIl an

enormous natural d aster the Great

Earthquake of 1923 wre ked the coun

try One of the most seTlous casualtIes
of these temblors was the Japane e

ratlroad system on whIch the wuntry
placed almost wmplete rehance for Its

mternal transportatIOn WhIle the raIl

ways were hemg rebUIlt the Japanese
began Improvmg theIT roads so they
wuld use Inotor vehIcle transportatIOn
unttl the trains wuld operate effICIent

ly agam
To get the motor vehIcles they need

ed the Japane e had to turn to foreIgn
automobIle manufacturers mostly the

AmeTl ans WhIle the ma oTlty of the

rapIdly expandmg number of trucks

and commercIal motor vehlLles used m

Japan after the Great Earthquake were

Amencan made the Japanese began to

butld theIr own vehldes as soon as

they got back mto productIOn The
Dat Automobtle Manufactunng eo

f44fCOMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN
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su ce ors to the KwalShmsha Motor
ear Co soon began bUlldmg hht and

heavy truck chasSIS The hght trucks

were hUllt on the passener car chaSSIS

and the heavy model used a speCIal
medIUm tmck chasSIS From about

1926 untIl the mld J930 s Dat was the

most Important producer of trucks m

Japan and for several years m the

1920 Dat was the only domesttc mak

er of trucks for the Impenal Japanese
Armed Forces

When the mlhtanst fa tIon gamed
wntrol of the Japanese government m

1930 they began expanslOmst adven

tures mto Chmese Manchuna and ItS

va t Sl e and area created a need to

motoTlze the Impenal Japanese Army
Imttally they used motor vehldes pur
chased m the Umted States but they
hegan to fear that the AmeTlcan gov
ernment would wt off thIS supply The

mlhtansts felt t was essentIal that the

Japanese motor vehlde mdustry be en

couraged to become larger and wm

pletely self suffILlent so the Mmlstry
of eommerce set up a Motor Industry
Estabhshmg eommlttee m 193J ThIS
commIttee s purpose was to put the

Japanese automotIve mdustry on a

sound footmg and to phase out the

rehance m1 foreIgn made vehIcles The

Dat Automolllle Manufactunng eo
whIch was already produllng sattsfac

tory medIUm trucks ood hght trucks
and successful passenger cars was one

of the wmpames whIch receIved con

slderable encouragement from the Jap
anese Government

ThIS encouragement for Dat was

espellally needed as the world depre
slOn of the early 1930 s had the compa

ny m fmanctal d ffKulttes and they
desperately needed help A total reor

gamzatIon of Dat took pla e m 1933

and out of It came Nlssan Motors

Corp the manufacturer of Datsun and

NlSsan motor vehIcles As a result of

thIS reorgamzatlOn some parts of the

ongmal Dat company were spun off to

other automotive companIes

For a couple of yea NlSsan bUIlt

only the Datsun hne of automobtles
and the hght trucks whlLh shared the

same chaSSIS The e Datsun mini carli

and mlm trucks were qUite uclessful
and hy 1935 the company was again m

a posItIon to expand At thIS ttme Nls
san bought the Amencan Graham

PaIge automolllle toohng and hegan
producmg thelT versIOn of thIS car m

Japan They were also soon back mto

the productIon of a medIUm truck
Lhaslils

Nlssan move hack Into medIum
trud productIOn was further en

couraged by a 1936 law whICh was de

SIgned to keep Imported motor vehlde
off the Japane e market ThIS Motor
Vehlde ManufactunnEnterpre Law

speCIfIed that the Japanese govern
ment would hcense all motor vehICle
manufacturers that at least one half
the capItal and owne hlp of motor ve

hIde compa1l1es would haw to be Jap
anese and that the Japanese Impenal
Army would have the nght to ISsue

orders as to what the motor vehlde

mdustry could and could not produce
In 1939 the Japanese ForeIgn Ex

change Control Law almost completely
stopped the Import of foreIgn motor

vehldes of any sort

Under mlhtary dlTe tton Nlssan con

tinued to produce their Datsun mlm

cars and hght trucks unttl about 1940
and for the rest of World War 11 they
only bUIlt hght trucks on the Datsun

cha1S They also developed two

trucks whIch were the mamstays of the

Impenal Japane e Arlned Forces

throuhout the war

The ftrst of these and the older was

the Nlssan Model 80 a 2 ton

cab over engme tmck WIth an overall

deSIgn very mu h hke an Amencan
Federal tru k of the mld 1930 s It was

powered by an 85hp engine and ItS

whole deSIgn layout and constructIOn

were very typlLal of the trucks of the
mld 30 s Its 2x4 2 axle chassIS was

very hght but It was underpowered by



Amencan standards of the day It only
had a top speed of 48 mph Actually
by Amencan standards the Model 80
was only a 1 tonner however Itwas

rugged and dependable and It dId a

good Job for the Japanese who made
extensIve use of It throughout the war

The Nlssan Model 80 was replaced
by the Model 180 sometImes referred
to as the Model 81 about the mIddle
of the war The Model 180 had a con

ventIonal cab on a 2 axle 2x4 chasSIS
and a conventIonal 6 cyhnder engme
sImIlar to the Model 80 s but was only
rated at 69 hp The Model 180 by
Amencan standards was even more

underpowered and slower than the
Model 80 but It was used very exten

Slvly by the Japanese dUTlng World
War II and seemed to do the Job for
them The ment of both the Nlssan
Model 80 and Model 180 was that they
were Simple rugged rehable and well
bUIlt trucks They were dependable
and could do what was expected of
them despIte theIr power defflclency

The maJonty of the Nlssart Model
80 s and Model 180 s were bUIlt as

open cargo body mlhtary trucks wIth

typllal mlhtary hnes and theIr argo
bodIes were made of tough wood to

reheve the wartIme need for steel
These trucks were also fttted out for
almost any other u e theIr chasSIS
would lend Itself to from buses and fire
trucks to tank truck and searchhght
trucks About the only thmg they were 2
seldom If ever used for was towmg
traIlers of fIeld artIllery pIeces and
thIS was because they were Just not

1 In Iront of the Dat Aufomoblle
Manufacturing Co In the eerly 1920 s

are displayed a Model 51 tourtng cer

and a truck that was probably a

modmcalon of that aufomoblle

2 The successful Dalsun vans of 1935

were part of he reason he company
was able to expand

3 In 1936 Nlssan produced th s

mInI pickup

4 ThIs Datsun lightpickup bu 1I about
1946 was sImilar to the military model
they had builldurtng WWII

5 The 1950 Datsun m nI p ckup Is a

dIrect ancestor of foday s L1 1 Husler
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powerful enough for thIS demandlllg
servIce

Toward the end of World War II
the Japanese automotive mdustry be

gan to fall apart Steel shortages and

transportation failures forced them to

assemble some vehldes wIthout fend
ers and they began bUlldlllg chaSSIS
wIth wooden cabs toward the end of
the war Nlssan suffered problems at

the end of the war along wIth the rest

of Japanese mdustry and by the end of

the war was producmg practIcally
nothmg

As soon as the war ended U S Army
General Douglas MacArthur beRan ml

plementmg the program for rebUlldmg
Japan to Ret the country back on Its

feet economICally There was a de per
ate need for transportatIOn wlthm Ja
pan and the only qUick way to ftll It

wa with motor vehicles so the Japa
nese automotIve llldustry got a hlRh
pnonty m the reblllldmg proRram Nls
san kept the Model 180 chassIS m pro
duction and It was u ed for many ve

hicles but predomlllantly for cargo

trucks and buses N ISsan also got then

prewar hght car tru k chasSIS back mto

production In a shghtly modIfIed form
and was oon producmg badly needed

hght trucks As always Nlssan and Dat
sun trucks were found to be excellent

utlhty vehIcles and they soon put the

company back on ItS feet
When the Korean War came along

m J950 the UlIlted States fmanced and

supphed the Ulllted NatIOns Forces

ftghtmg to mamtam a free Korea and

the U S turned to Japan as a source of

many non combat supphes The Japa
nese automobIle llldustry supphed
many vehicles rebUIlt many more and

many NlSsan and Datsun trucks were

procured and used These were almost

all commerCIal model Nlssan products
and they were not mtended for use In

the combat LOnes

In 1952 NlSsan Motors became m

volved m a labor tnke WhKh lasted
untIl 1954 ThIS stnke nearly bankrupt
ed NIssan Motors and whIle It was go
mg on the wmpany produced nothIng
Vhen the stTlke fmally ended the NIS

san company went back mto busmess
WIth a WIll and was soon back In full

production In fact 1955 was the year
they beRan the expansIOn program
whIch has led to the sucessful large
modern company they are today

In the late 1950 s NlSsan belan to

thmk about exportlnR then motor vehl
cle ThIS was not a new Idea for NIS

san had sold a few trucks and automo

bIles Into the export market m the late

1930 s but World War II had brought
an end to all such Japanese enterpnse
In 1958 NlSsan showed tbelr Datsun

mml cars at the Los Angeles Imported
AutomobIle Show and m 1960 Datsun
were Imported mto the U market

Among the fnst Dat uns m Amenca

were the Model 320 pIckups a hlht

mlll1 plCkup SImilar m deSIgn wncept
to the hght pIckups they had been suc

cessfully bUlldlllg smce back m the

early 1930 s With a 73 cu m engIne
The Model 320 was ba cally then
mml passenger car LhJsS15 and power
tram bUilt LP as a pIckup and becau c

of the rugged nature of the Datsun

I
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1 Many trucks like these 1951 Datsun
minipickups were suppl ed fo the US
by Japan during the Korean War

2 Many Dat trucks such as these 1928
models were converted fo military use

for the Japanese Armed Seflflces

3 Typical Japenesa truck of the
mid 1930 s

4 N ssan Model 80 m lIIary truck of
1937 had an overall desIgn very much
tlke the AmITlcan F deral truck of the
mld 30 s

5 Th s s the 1934 vITs on of theNssan

bus buill on 8 medIum ruck chass s

6 Th s Nsssn Model 180 tank truck
was captured by the U S Army durIng
WWII U S Army photo

7 The Dat Co plant In 1930 was one of
the largest motor vehicle plants In

Japen Note the rucks parked In front of
the Dat sIgn

8 TypIcal military trucks bu 1I by Nssan

foruse by the Japanese Imperial Army
In Chma In 1940 U S Army phofo

9 In the center of this post WWII photo
taken In Japan Is a 3 axfe Izasu military
truck to lis left Is a Nlssan Model 180
and to the right a late N ssan Model 80
U S Army photo

10 The 1969 JeepI ke Nlssan Patrol
was an excellent 4WD veh cle Imported
Into the U S for the last time that year
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ThIS model e80 reveals Its hentage
from the old N an Model 80 devel

oped In the late 30 s and the Model
681 tm k chasSIS shows hneage from
the Model 180 of World War II days
The Model 681 chasSIS IS rated at 61i
tons has a 161 m wheelbase and a 6

cylmder 241 cu m 145 hp engme All

these 1969 tmcks were 2 axle 2x4 de

SIgnS usmg gasolme engmes although
there were other larger Nlssan tmcks

avaIlable WIth dIesel power None of

these 1969 commercIal NlSsans were

ever old m Amenca
Nlssan Datsun also bUIlds hght

four wheel dnve 4WD vehIcles and

one of these the NlSsan Patrol was

Imported mto the Untted States from

1961 unttl 1969 The Nlssan Patrol IS a

Jeep hke Ii ton machme bUIlt around a

heavy duty 4WD chasm powered by a

6cyhnder 145 hp 242 cu m gasohne
engme The Patrol IS made m three

baSIC model a soft top a hardtop
both WIth an 87 m wheelbase and a

nes WIth a p ckup a crew cab pKkup
and a panel van The 1300 chassIS had

a 100 m wheelbase and a 67 hp
79 cu m 4 cyhnder engme Then

came the Nlssan Homer cab over

engme pICkup rated at 14 tons It had

a 9Om wheelbase ChasSIS powered by
a 97 cu m 81 hp 4 ylmder engme
Next m the hne was the conventtonal

NlSsan M ler 1Iton pICkup on a 113

In wheelbase chaSSIS powered by a

121 cu In 99 hp engme Then there

was the NlSsan Juntor 21i ton pICkup a

conventtonal 1l0m wbeelbase model

powered by a 121 cu In 99 hp engme
Next came the almost Identtcal Nlssan
eaball and ehpper ab over engme
plLkups both rated at 24 tons and

powered by a 99 hp engme but the
Caball wheelba e was 98 ms whtle the

ehpper was 921i ms Then came the

NlSsan Model e80 tm k a conventton

al model rated at 31 tons on a 140 m

wheelbase chaSSIS powered by a 6

cyhnder 182 cu m 130 hp engine

mInt cars bUIlt to stand up to the

mgged roads of Japan thIS made an

ex ellent httle pickup
In 1965 the Datsun 79cu m engme

Model 520 mInt pIckup an Improved
verSIOn of the Model 320 was mtro

duced mto the Amencan market ThIS

small machme also dId well m Amen
ca but It only represented one of

many tmcks m the Nlssan Datsun lme
The last year the Model 520 was sold

m AmeTlca 1969 the NlSsan Datsun
commercIal motor vehicle was pro
duced In more than a dozen baSK
models rangmg from Ii ton rattng up
to 2O ton ratmg ThIS 1969 commercial
lme IS sttll qUIte representattve of what
NlSsan bUIlds today although thIS m

cludes many models whIch are never

seen In Amena

The smallest In the hne was the
Datsun Ii ton Model 1000 pIckup and

mml panel WIth a 6Ocu m 62 hp 4

cyhnder engme and a 9O m wheelbase

Next ame the Datsun Ii ton 1300 se

1969 MODELS

AWAJ

Carrier Datsun 1000 Pickup

1300 PIckupDatsun 1000 Panel Van

1300 Panal Van1300 DoubleSeat PIckup
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2 door wagon wIth a 98m wheelbase

In addItIon to the Patrols NlSsan
makes the larger earner a 1 ton rat

ed 4WD truck WIth a 1l00m wheel
base chassIS powered by the same en

gme as the Patrol The earner IS very
remmlS ent of the famous ton Amer
ICan Dodge 4x4 weapons carner

hght tnKk m wncept deSIgn and ap
pearance Nlssan can also buIld these

bght 4WD trucks WIth dIesel power
plants but Nlssan dIesel trucks have

never been sold m Amenca
Nlssan also bmJt buses m 1969 and

of ourse still does One type was

1969 MODELS

thelT MICro Bus and It was a small

20 passener model Another was a

large 69 passenger model They were

typllal of the type of buses seen on

the streets and roads almost any place
III the world and from what they say
Nlssan buses stIll are

WhIle most NIssan Datsun LOmmer

cml vehicles are seldom If ever seen

In the UnIted States they WIll be
found many other places throughout
the rest of the world Of course some

Patrols WIll still be found m Amenca
and a very few of the other trucks
have somehow been brought m All the

Cabal 2 Ton P ckup

Nlssan Datsun ommerual vehicles are

basIcally desIgned for the condItions m

Japan where Nlssan proVIdes roughly
30 of the LOmmerLlal motor vehIcle

market They would have to be re

engIneered and supphed WIth more

power If they were to be used m

Amenca
The current Datsun LI I Hustler

mlnI pl kup has been engmeered for
the Amencan market and that IS part
of the reason It IS so sucessful here In
1969 NlSsan began bnngmg the Datsun
Model 1300 pIckup to the UnIted

States as the Model 521 The Model

4
I

CI pper 2 Ton PIckup

Desel Motor Truck Tractor
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521 had a 79 cu m engme rated at 67
hp and was well sUIted to Amen an

dnvmg condItIons compared to prevI
ous D tsun models

Today the Datsun LI I Hustler pIck
up represents the NlSsan Datsun com

mercIal vehIcle Ime m the Umted
States and It IS a very well thought of
mml pllkup

Since the Nlssan ompany and ItS

an estors have been bUIlding trucks
since about 1911 and hght trucks hke
the LI I Hustler smce the early 1930 s

they know as mu h about thIS type of
motor vehlde as anybody In the auto

mobIle manufactunng busmess today
All that expenence and ba kground

ombmed wIth Nlssan s perpetual
stres on eLonomlcal operatIon lt the
reason the L I Hustler mml plckup

as popular m Amenca as It IS And It

IS very popular for It has the reputa
tIOn of bemg able to get the Job
done tit

The author wIshes to gIVe speclOl
thanks to Mr RIchard S Hungerford of
N ssan Motor Corp III USA and Mr
Tom S lkkanda for their Invaluable

help In prepanng thIS arhcle

C80 3 Ton Truck

681 6 Ton Truck
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20 Passenger Micro Bus

DIesel Motor MIxer Truck
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DIesel Mofor Tank Truck

6r1Passenger Rear Engine Bus

DIesel Motor Dump Truck

Dtesel Motor HealfY Duly Truck
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LI L HUSLER
IMPRESIONS

DRIVING THE NEWEST MODEL OF THE ONE THAT STARTED IT ALL

Datsun
started the mml pKkup

uaze when they fust presented
httle trucks almost a decade

ago Those ftrst models were crude and

ugly compared to today s offenng but
shared one vIrtue WIth the latest mod
els They were almost mdestructtble
and would go anywhere and do any
thmg that was asked of them

The latest verSIOn supphed to us m

a conservatIve shade of signal
orange shows where the sophlSttca
tton of the 70 s has arnved m mlm

trucks and also where some more IS

needed Stylmg was all new m 1973
and the tough overhead cam engme
has kept pace With all emlSSlOllS devel

opments but the chassIS IS sttll lack

mg along wIth legroom m the cab

VISually the httle truck created an

excellent appearance as we ap

proached It The handsome cab IS styled
well mto the slab SIded pICkup bed
and the whole deSIgn IS enhanced by
the use of Simple hubcaps and whIte
wall ttres When we looked for a sec

ond or two we could also see that the

attitude WIth the bed empty was de

cldedly nose down ThIS gave us a clue

as to what the empty nde would be

really hke
InSIde the seat IS upholstered m a

good grade of woven vmyl there IS a

headhner m the cab and the moldmg
on the dash panel all ftts neatly But
With the seat all the way back on ItS

1 1

l

I
1
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runners there was Just enough room

for our slx footer S1ze legs and the seat

back was as IIpnght as a church pew
Instruments and controls what there

are of them are eaSIly VISIble and
reachable from the dnvmg pOSltton In
strumentatton conSIsts of a speedome
ter WIth odometer but no trIp record

er a fuel gauge and a coolant temper
ature gauge That coolant temperature
gauge puts the Datsun one up on the

bIggest competItton but we d hke to

see the rest of the mstruments m

pla e too After all a truck IS a work

mg veh de and WIth a workmg vehI

cle ItS Important to know Just how

well everythmg IS workmg Not that

there no place to put the rest of the

mstruments There s a third rounll
hole m the dash that s merely fIlled
WIth a decorattve plate It s a place m

whIch at least two more mstruments

and a clock could hve happIly An
EGR warnmg hght has been added as

an afterthought m a nacelle on the

top of t e dash Just over the radIO s

locatIOn and a usefully large glove
box occupies the rIght hand sectton of

the panel a mce deSIgn too

Turnmg on the hghts brought two

surpnses SurpTlSe The dash hgl t dIm

mer ISn t located mSlde the mam hght
SWItch and surprISe When you ftnally
fmd the dImmer rheostat all It dIms

are the mdICator hghts mSlde the hght
SWItch and the emergency flasher

l

SWItch The result IS that It leaves the
actual mstrument hghts at full mteml

ty a somewhat strange onental mter

pretatton of one of our safety mles
Those safety regs are bad enough m

Enghsh much less translated mto Jap
anese The hghtmg IS not so bnght
that It glares m the eyes The mstm

ments are deeply set mto the panel
and Iuouded so that there are no re

flecttons from them m dayhght If only
there were more of them though

The end of the gear lever IS a wm

fortable reach at the expense of a

gtant bIte out of the center of the seat

Th e seat Isn t really WIde enough for

three consentmg adults so It Isn t

much of a problem The lever IS long
yet the gears chck m WIth a precIse
feel and the throw ISn t gtganttc On

our sample at Just over 500 miles the

synchros on thud gear were gomg

away
On the road we hked the strong

torquey feel of the engme The truck
WIll pull smoothly from low speeds m

hIgh gear and movmg heavy loads
should be no problem for It The en

gme has been bored out to 2 hters thIS

year to make up for power lost m the
emISSIOns controls It IS the same en

gtne Datsun uses m the 610 and 710
senes WItness the number of L II

Hustlers you see on the road motonng
along contentedly WIth enormous

campers restmg III theu beds
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1 Unladen the handling leaves much to
be desired because the L I Husller s

light In the rear Put even a stflpped
camper shell or small motorcycle m the
bed ant the handling and ride Improves

2 The LI I Hustler exhlblls smooth well

contoured stylmg when compsre1 wllh

the other minI trucks and because of

lis good mileage IS mostpractIcal as

a second car

3 Compel tlon from the other Japanese
mini truck maker pushed Datsun Into

offeflng a long bed versIon foo Most
deslfable add ons are mag wheels Wide
t res and a larger capaclly fuel tank to

extend Inteflfals between flI ups

4 Interior s much Improved over earl er

models but should be refined even

more for next year

5 The 2 111er engine has no problell
coping with speed I mlls or loads

SuspensIOn IS another thmg com

pletely We commented on the nose

down attItude of the empty truck It
takes a lot of weIght to defled the

spnngs and WIth no spnng deflection
TIde becomes a functIOn of tire SIde
wall flex There ISn any because the
stiff narrow 6 00 x 14 bIas ply tires

are barely adequate for the 10aJ carry
mg capacIty of the truck WhICh of
cou se IS why so many of the Datsun

pIckups that you see on the road have
had their wheels and tires substItuted
for WIder Tlms and fatter rubber It
makes a lot of d fferen e m TIde qual
Ity of the unladen vehIcle and a lot of
d erence m the total arrymg capac
Ity of the loaded one Unless you re

buymg a Datsun pIckup as a straIght
utIhty vehIcle and want to put as ht
tie cash as pOSSIble mto It e d

strongly recommend mstalhng WIder
wheels and tires

Handhng IS another area that s

stnctly a functIOn of the tires on the
unladen truck Understeer comes m

strongly and the wheel has to be

pulled hard mto any turn But the stIff

suspensIOn doesn t gIve and the rear

end breaks loose before much of a roll

angle has developed Here too WIder
wheels and tIr s could be a great asset

RadIals m partIcular would be deSira
ble and would be a great help to the

handhng and stoppmg ablhty
Brakmg was another area that could

have used some Improvement at least

on our test vehIcle We have no Idea
of whal kmd of hfe the httle truck led
before It was turned over to us as It

was not part of Datsun s regular test

fleet At any rate the brakes seemed
to take a lot of pressure m order to

bnng the truck down to a slow speed
at whIch pomt they grabbed In slow

dnvmg they were not at all easy to

modulate and combmed wIth a some

what ftew clutch made stop and go
traffic a Jerky affair

In the L II Hustler and ItS new bIg
brother long verSIOn Datsun has

prod1ced a vehIcle that ftts neatly into
a growmg portIOn of the market What
It Jacks m sophIStIcatIOn It makes up
for m ruggedness and by 1975 stand
ard anyway low pTlce Assembly
quahty IS hIgh and gas economy IS

more than acceptable for a hght truck
It s no wonder that Datsun has been
able to sell everyone they ve been
able to get to these shores tit

Speclncatlons 1975 620 pickup truck
DimenSIons

1 00 2 Inches
110 0 Inches long

bed version

Overa 1 Len h 169 3 Inches
184 7 Inches long

bed version

60 8 Inches
62 6 Inches

49 6 Inches

508 Inches
2380 pounds
2445 pounds long

bed verSion

EngIne and Dnvehne

1 4 single Overhead
Cam
1952cc 119 1 cu

Inches

HorsepowerIrpm 11 0 @ 5600
Torqlle rpm 112 @ 3600
Transmission 4 speed manual

three speed auto

optional
Rear axle Ratio 4 375 1

Tire Size 6 00 x 1 4 bias ply

Wheelbase

Overall Height
Overall Width
Front Tread
Rear Tread
Curb Weight

Type

Displacement
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HOW BOUT THA T 4WD r IGb VIA 32 POWER TO A TURBO 350

When
Damon Radmllovlch of

San DIego bought hIS 70
Datsun pIckup he found the

L II Hustler was really somewhat un

derpowered for hIS tastes Oh he hked
the httle tru k very much It was Just
the TIght sue and It rode and handJed
ftne but that 1600cc powerplant JUst
duln t seem to have enough guts to cut

the mustard for the kmd of dnvmg
he s accustomed to So after thmkmg
over the alternattves Damon deLlded
that he mIght as well go all the way
so he took the pickup to JIm McFar
land of L S 8356 Alhson La Mesa
eahf 92041 As one of Southern eah
fornla s best known httle truck custom

Izers M Farland has a reputatton of

being able to custom bUIld almost any
thmg your heart deslTes and Damon s

request for a four wheel dnve 4WD
mstallatlOn powered by a 327 eID

ehevy and Turbo Hydra Matl 350
dIdn t come as any reat surpnse
they ve done far stranger thmgs at

LS
McFarland began by pulhng out the

Datsun 4 banger and dropping m a 327
he keeps around the shop for Just such

purposes It allows hIm to get a head
start on talloTlng the engme LOmpart
ment for Its new occupant whIle Da

mn located a good 327 of 65 vintage
and had It rebUIlt from the blo k up a

smart thing to do anyttme you plan on

usmg an older engme So why go back

10 years for a i5 engme you ask
Well remember tbat thIS IS Cahfornla
and state law reqUIres that a retroftt

smog devKe be Installed on engines of
66 to 70 vmtage And as any auto

enthUSIast WIll tell you the emiSSIOns

controls med from 71 up effectIvely
reduce the 327 s power to the pomt
where you mIght JIL t as well nde WIth
the Datsun 4 qhnder and save your
self the trouhle

You mIght also wonder why Damon
chose a 327 over a hghter 283
mstallatlOn surely the extra weIght
would pose a problem Well f the
stock suspensIOn were gomg to be
used you d probably have to modify It

somewhat to beef It up for the heaVIer
block but WIth the addition of the
4WD mstallatlOn that extra bit of

weIght really isn t gomg to make any
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dIfference at all By replaong the Dat
sun suspensIOn WIth the Jeep compo
nents used under the httle truck m a

4WD mstallatlOn the new suspensIOn
WIll be suffiCIently beefy to handle the

327 WIth no problems
MeanwhIle McFarland had ut

away the suspensIOn and tOrsIon bars
and began work on the 4WD Installa
tton as thIS IS another story all by It

self we won t bore you WIth detaIls of

the procedure If you re really interest

ed m learnmg how thIS IS done see

Petersen s Complete Book of Four
Wheel Dne for a McFarland Datsun
mstallatlOn Shdmg 4WD under the
Datsun pKkup at the same ttme as the

engme wap turned out to be an excel
lent Idea as keepmg those tOrsIon bars
mtact would make the engine trans

plant a rather hairy process at best

But yankmg out the tOrsIon bars lets
the new engme SIt properly In the en

gme compartment WIth only a mIDI

mum of rearrangement If the stock
Datsun suspensIOn IS kept and the 327

dropped m place you have two op
ttons because of tOfSlon bar mterfer
ence and neIther one IS very good
EIther the engme must SIt very hIgh to

clear them requlrlng abubble modlft

cation on the hood to let It close down
around the carburetor and alT cleaner

or you have to shove the engme down

and way back Into the ftrewall endmg
up WIth the flywheel m the cab so to

speak So you an see that Damon s

deCISIOn to go WIth the 4WD meant

that thIS wuld be a neat and clean

transplant Job requlrlng conSIderably
less modlftutlon to the truck than
would have been necessary for a

tralght engme swap
Once he had completed the 4WD

mstallatton JIm was now able to drop
h 327 m plue and get the exact

measurements of what had to be done
for a perfect ftt FlTewall modlftcatIon

was hmlted to bendmg the hp back
ward shghtly where the top and center

panels meet and hammermg a shght
depreSSIon m the flTewall paneJ to pro
VIde ample room for access to and re

moval of the 327 s mstTlbutor If ne es

sary for future work
At the front of the engme compart

ment he deCided to notch the front

uossmember shghtly as the engme
was really a close ftt at that pomt
euttmg out a 1 xl312 m se tlOn guar
anteed that there ll be no contact be
tween the crossmember and engme In
the case of a close ftt clearance often

appears to be suffICIent but once you
start the engme and rev It up engine
vlllfahon an cause It to make contact

and that posSlblhty should be aVOIded
when pOSSIble

Beyond thIS the only other modIfIca

tions reqUIred m the Datsun engme
compartment were the engme mounts

McFarland removed the stock Datsun
motor mounts from the frame WIth a

torch movmg them forward 912 ms

where they were welded back m place
after a shght reworkmg On the pas
senger Side remforement gussets were

welded mSlde the mount but as the

relocatIon brought the mount on the

dTlvers SIde nght beSIde the steermg
box JIm placed hIS gusset of m

steel plate on the outSide ThIS allows

easy removal of the steenng box should

anythmg go wrong WIth It Stock

ehevy tru k mounts bolted onto the

engme and atta hment holes m the

Datsun frame mounts were hned up
for a drop m and bolt down ftt

As the center crossmember mter

ferred With engine placement JIm had

to remove It But to assure that struc

tural mtegnty would be preserved It

was moved 12 ms to the rear and
welded ba k to the frame addmg sup
port for the rear of the engine The

rear crossmember also had to come

out and thIS was repla ed by a tubular
member of 112 1n steel tubmg curved
backward shghtly at each end and
welded to the frame A bracket was

then fabTlcated and welded to the cen

ter of the new crossmember to accept
a stock ehevy transmISsIOn mount fIt
ted to the 350 Turbo

W th the 4WD mstallatlon com

pleted the 327 and Turbo 350 m place
and bolted up the tune had come for
the httle touches Now that the 4

speed transmiSSion was gone for good
there was no pomt m retammg the
clutch hydrauhc cyhnder and thIS was

removed at the same time the hydraul
IC master brake cyhnder was pulled In

Its place a smgle master cyhnder used



1 You can tell that Damon

Radm ovlch s 70 Datsun pIckup s now

4WD but neat 327 installation by J m

McFartand s well hIdden from

unsuspecting eyes

2 Dee Wlnkop gu des the 1600cc

Datsun 4 banger as McFarland begins
the convers on by pulling the engine

3 Here s the Datsun engme
compartment before modficatlon Stock
Datsun tors on bars end t e rod would
require sellmg the engme high or way
back 4WD Installation solves problem
of engine placement neally

4 Jim guides his 327 wllh Turbo 350
allached In place thIs w1I help h m

determine what mod f catons willbe
necessary for a perfect tt

WIth a 63 Ford was mstalled after

makmg the nece ary modlhcatIons for

mountmg ThIS amounted to cuttmg
down the dIameter frolll J m to I

5 16 m and ma hmmg off the hp for
a flush fIt agamst the fIrewall

WhIle thIs was bemg done a cmtom

radIator shop nearby was busy modlfy
mg a radIator from a 63 OldsmobIle
F85 WIth aIr cond honmg to replace
the stock umt whIch dId not bave suf
ftclent capallty to handle the 327 and
4WD Both end were notched at the
bottom so that the radIator would ftt
m place of the sto k one Without cut

hng the front cTD member agam The
outlet pIpe was retamed on the same

SIde but moved up 3 ms wh le the

top mounted mlet and ftller tube was

moved to the mSlde The top row of
the ramator core IS a dummy and It

was notched about 1 m to allow the
hood latch to dose properly WIth the
327 mounted m place and the new ra

dIator mstalled a J2 m fIberglass fan
was used leavmg a m clearance be
tween radIator and fan blades

While there were no problems WIth
the heater as the fIrewall reqUired no

cuttmg or weldmg a substantIal ec

hon of the floorpan under the passen
ger s seat had to be U1t out to Inake
room for the 4WD transfer ase and
shIft levers At the same ttme the
transmISSIOn shIft lever cutout reqUired
a bit of modlfIcatton A shIft lever
from a 68 Mustang was mstalled and
the stock Datsun utout wver U1t to

ftt around It Once carpeting IS m

stalled all you ll be able to see IS the

flashy lookmg Mustang shift lever As

2

4

the transfer ca e SIts shghtly above the

floorpan level a 2 m wver was made
of sheetmetal to fit over It and then
welded m pla e Once the passenger
seat IS relocated m the ab there ll be
no way to tell that the transfer case IS

there other than the shIft levers whICh
are located Just to the front of the eat

beSIde the dnve tunnel
TransmIssIOn h ft hnkage was fab

nuted usmg the same sh ft ltnkage
that a ompanted the Mustang shift
lever Its length had to be SIzed shght

ly to ht and the hnkage bent some

what so that It would ftt around the

automatictrancmlSSlOn 5 governor but
thIS proved to be an easier than usual
solutIOn to the problem As a earter
AFB 4 bbl carburetor was fItted to the
327 a bracket had to be made to hold
the ac elerator cable whICh was short
ened about 3 ms to conned up to the
arburetor

Fuel hne and brake hnes had to be
relocated the Datsun fuel pump was

on the oppoSIte SIde from that of the
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HUSTLlN HUSTLER

box Whenever you make a swap hke
thIs you always make the eaSIest modI
ftcatlon possIble and changmg the
bracket angle IS far easIer and Just as

effectIve as having to remove the bat

tery box and relocatmg It a few mches

away or even movIng It to a com

pletely dIfferent locatIOn As the 327 s

011 ftlter hangs vertI ally It posed no

problem espeually wIth the clearance

prOVIded by the 4WD mstalhng a

small blo k Ford mstead of the Chevy
could cause all kmds of problems as

the 011 fIlter honzontal and would

have mterferred WIth the steennbox

as well as the frame
The end result IS a 70 Datsun pIck

up that looks a httle strange slttmg on

the street or dnvmg down the road
because of the extra heIght provIded
by the 4WD but one m whICh you

could never tell that the heart of the
beast had been hanRed for a larger
more powerful and deLldedly faster
one After Jnn fmlShed WIth the engme
mstallatIon Damon took the truck to a

header shop where he had a set of
headers and pIpes custom deSIgned
but the last tIme we saw the pKkup It

was m the process of havma new et

deSIgned Damon wa nt sat fted WIth

the flTst set and had deuded to re

place them WIth another
Of all the small vehICle and Import

marqueDatsun owner cire most apt
to modIfy what the manufacturer

327 so the fuel hne had to changed
over to match Because of the ross

member relocatIOn and modifIcatIOn

underneath the brake hnes were re

routed to take advantage of the cross

members new posltIomng Instead of

removmg the clutch pedal Damon de
CIded that he d use It to create an ex

tra WIde and strong brake pedal and
had Jlmweld a ple e of steel plate
across both pedals whIch he plans on

coveTIng WIth rubber to gIve It that
stock look A elerator pedal location
was unchanged

Back under the hood the alternator
was pOSItIoned usma shghtly modl

fted bracket that would proVIde ade

quate clearance WIth the stock battery

2

3

765

156 COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN



provIdes not because the Datsun hne
Isn t perfectly good the way It wmes

from the factory but because Datsun
alone seems to offer the baSic In en

ttves to make a ood vehlde better
and more personal An engine swap
and 4WD mstallatton such a thIs one

WIll wst roughly the same as the truck
cost new but ask any Datsun owner

that s gone thIS route and he ll tell you
that Its well worth It

Of wure you don t really have to

go to thIS length to personahze your

pIckup but the beauty of Datsun s de

SIgn and styhng rests m the fact that

you can play out your optIOns accord
In to your pocketbook And to prove
our pomt we ve mcluded several dIf
ferent vanatlOns on the pages follow

mg thiS story to gtve you some Ideas
on how you can tatlor yours to SUIt

yourself And for good measure we ve

even thrown m a tropby wmnmg Z
car Just to show you that all the ac

tlOn doesn t center around the Husthng
Hustlers tit

10

L

l1 l1

1
f

t12

1 The 4WD Installation Is complete and
engine mounts hsve been relocatsd on

the frame 0 accept the 327 Notice how
mount was bu 1t around steermg box to

perm tlls easy removaf

2 Heres how the 327 fils once the 4WD
Is Installed Clearance around steermg
s ample and trewall modification Is
held 0a sl ght hammering of metal lip

3 You can see what effect rafslng up
the truck wIth 4WD has on all pan
clearance always a sllcky problem wllh
such swaps yet engIne does not

protrude above hood line

4 Stock crossmember was removed and

replacedby a tubular one reposlloned
to hold transmissIon In place

5 A second tubular crossmember was

Installed fo support the 4WD transfer
case Frame has plenty of structural
strength as a result

6 Rather than remove the rear

crossmember because of drlvesha
mterference caused by 4WD J m

modified t as shown

7 New cusfom bulll radlafor using a

core from an F85 Olds has Inlet outlet

pIpes relocated and bolom notched on

each s de fo ftln stock posllon

8 Mounted In place by lis two upper
brackets radiator provdes In

clearance for tan and has twIce the

cooling capac ty of sfock gatsun unit

9 The name of fhe game1ls also greater
capacIty m the brake reseflfolr and so a

63 Ford master cyfmder Ie was

modified for use by machIning off the

flange and lip as shown at right

10 McFarland could have removed the

clutch pedal but Damon declded upon a

wider than normal brake pedal and a

steel plate was welded across the two

th s will be covered with rubber
Acce erafor pedal remains unchanged

11 Mustang sh linkage s a

near pertect ft pulling a sl ght bend In
t fo accommodate transmission

governor was all that was requ red

12 After filling Mustang shlfllever In

place the Datsun coverplate IS cut fo fII
and replaced Note position of 4 WD
transfer case sh levers sheetmetal
cover w1I be welded over It

1
I

13 John Ehmke did much of the shop
work on thIs convers on and begms the

fln shlng touches such as connecting
hoses wifing and carburefor linkage
fncldentally that s a Carter AFB under
the chrome alf cleaner

13
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ZIGGY
srARDUsr

A RAZZLE DAZZLE MINI WITH A TROPHY WINNING FINISH

S
m e the foreIgn mlm truck mva

SIon began In earnelit d few

years back several hundred
thousand of the httle workhorses have
been sold m the Umted States a fair

percentage of whICh have ended up m

the hands of the under 25 age group
But strangely enough customlLlng and

personahzmg of the small tru ks

lagged far behmd what It should have
untIl recently But WIth the rapIdly In

crea mg pnce structure of 1973 74
ame a strengthemng of mterest m

makmg the httle tru ks serve multIple
purposes 4WD converSIOns engme
swaps and custom paint now appear
more and more In the form of a eOUTl
er Luv L II Hustler HI Lux or Mazda

One of the neatest of the httle cus

r
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tom trucks whICh we ve come aLTOSS III

several years Zlggy S Stardust If you re

a rock fan you won t have a hard tIme

flgnnng that one out represents the

new trend better than most Ongmally
a sto k Datsun green hIS 73 pICkup
was hIt by a car and after repamng It

owner Dwyane elements Jr of Dow

ney eahf added green scales to the
new pamt Job and named hIS truck
The K ller But leave It to fate hIt by
a car a second tIme Dwyane looked at

the mess m the body shop and deuded
to pull out all the stops Settmg out to

bUIld a truck qUIte dIfferent from oth
ers on the street maybe they wouldn t

hIt hUH then he ended up WIth Zlg
gy s Stardust and you have to agree
that he succeeded m hIS ambItIOn

Smce puttmg the truck back on the
road Dwyane has become a wstomed
to Plckmg up trophy after trophy from
car shows around Southern eahforma
WhIle bla k and whlte photography
does very httle to convey the Impact
that the black lacquer Job WIth red
and blue pmstnpmg and gold leaf let

tenng has on the eye Just let your
ImagmatlOn wander as you peruse the

accompanymg photos And to answer

that naggmg questIOn m your Inmd
the last tIme we saw Dwyane he was

proudly exhlblttng Zlggy s Stardust at a

car show and pICkmg up another tro

phy Nope they haven t hIt hIm yet
maybe the tru k s razzle daale ap
pearan e lets them know he s commg
before he gets there lit
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1 The all glass hood w th win alf

scoops and the spo er g ve the mlnl

truck an awesome appearance Z ggy s

Stardust has won a trophy every tme

It s been entered m a show

2 Black lacquer w th red and blue
plnstfplng and gold leaf leffermg makes
Z ggy s Stardust an eye catcher even

w thout the m scellaneous I nte touches
that ownerDwayne Clements has added

3 The Inteflor s notqUite fm shedyet
bucket seats are to be reupholstered
Carpetmg and naugahyde panels are

held m place by brass studs

4 Crushed velvet headliner has
Z ggy s worked Into t wh te pattern

contrasts w th black curtams behind
the seat

5 SuspensIon mod tcat ons Include 2
inS cut from front tors on bar and the
rear end lowered 3 ms 5

4
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BLUE
MOON

TERRY S TRUCK IS A DOUBLE DIP OF METALFLAKE AND CANDY

Its
a wonder that Blue Moon IS stIll

on the road smce Terry Gregono
of Downey eahf bought the 73

Datsun p ckup It s been hIt four tImes

the last by a dIesel truck m an aCCI

dent that almost totaled It But Terry
doesn t gtve up easIly and when he put
the pIeces together thIS last tIme he

decIded to go all the way and gIve the

next accIdent prone driver he met a

really colorful movmg target to aIm at

When we last met Terry he hadn t

qUIte flmshed the truck s mteTlor but
after learnmg of hIS vaTlOUS mishaps
wIth Blue Moon we suggested that It

be put on fIlm Just m case number five
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drew a better bead on the Itttle truck

Although the hIstory of hiS pIckup be

gms to sound somethmg hke an auto

motIve horror story It ISn t qUIte that
bad as Terry IS a body man and cus

tom painter by trade
Wlnle Blue Moon IS stock mecham

cally Terry s added Kom shocks at the
front and HIJackers at the rear after

lowenng the truck 312 and 3 ms re

spectIvely Velvetouch Metalltk brakes
and a Grant steermg wheel have been
mstalled a combmatIon he hopes WIll

gtve hIm the maneuverablhty and stop
pmg power to aVOId bemg clobbered a

ftfth tIme

The Datsun pKkup ghstens hke a

Jewel whenever the hght stnkes It

thanks to the pamt Job of SIlver flakes
and candles If Terry can keep all
those starmg dnvers who meet hIm on

the hIghway a reasonabJe dIstance

away from Blue Moon he should enJoy
It for a long tIme to come tit

1 A compfete Melalflake paInt Job w th

blue burgundy and gold Candles shot In

varIous patterns mcludlng flames Blue

Moon has 20 coats of lacquer and 4

coals of clear over that

2 The EsquIre campar shell Is done In

blue metallic topped by an AmerIcan
HI Performance spoiler and has a mural

on the rear wIndow

3 Terry dId themull colored paint work
hImself base color of the truck Is a s l

ver Metalflake Plnstrlplng sets off each

IndivIdual panel pallern

4 Naugshyrle fur and velvet will lOp off

the Interior once Terry has II finished
Grant steerIng wheel snd naugahyde
door panels are the completed first

stage of Interior redecoration

5 Here s a different headliner cork was

used fo encase stereo unit Note cufout

In root for sIr scoop II may not be aIr
conditionIng but fls he next best thmg

5



BZZZZZ
KAMINSKY KEPT COSTS DOWN BUT INTEREST HIGH

When
Scott Kammsky of Sau

gus Cahf bought hIs 73 Dat
sun pIckup he decided that

he d turn out an eye cat her on a low
buck mvestment and that s Just what
he dId Mechamcally the L 11 Hustler
IS sto k but by reroutIng the exhaust

through SIde pIpe he s added sufft
uent roar to the 4 cyhnder to gIve on

lookers the ImpreSSIOn that a good deal

of work has been done under the hood

Takmg the tru k to Dmo s m Van

Nuys eahf Scott had 96 bees of vary
mg s es hand painted over the stock
yellow flmsh and a large beehIve add
ed to the center of the front hood

Adding a step bumper mud flap
hood lock fog hght and a whIp an

tenna ompleted the exteTlor effect
Bead m the rear wmdow carpeting

on the door panels package shelve a

bench seat and custom console hIgh
hght cab modIfIcatIons

The end result IS a tru k that sounds
much hke Its name BZZZZZ and
wherever Scott goes mlm truck en

thUSIasts follow to fmd out Just what
makes BZZZZZ BZZZZZ And that s

exa tly what Swtt wanted when he set

out to modIfy the truck tit

2

A
1

J
l

1 Large beehive on trucks hood seflfes

as focalpomt for the 96 bees of varying
s ze all are headed In that d rect on

2 Palern starts on taIlgate wth bees
headed m oppos te dlfect ons starting
from the centerpomt Ins de of bed has
been carpeted In brown to contrast w th

bright yellow pamt Job

3 Bench seat full carpeting and custom

console h ghllght thecab as beads

hung In the back window cast thelf
shadows across bolom of the dash

4 Each Side of Buzzz features
approximately 32 bees all meticulously
done In terms of detail and all heading
for the beeh ve
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PlN5rRlPE
PICKUP
A CALM BUT NEAT APPROACH TO PERSONALIZING WITH PAINT

When
we fIrst came across Russ

Zane of Panorama elty eahf
he had Just ftmshed ustomIZ

mg hIS 1972 Datsun pILkup and It was

one of tbe neatest pmstnpe Jobs on the

street On e he had decIded to dress

up hIs L II Hustler Russ chose the

calm approach no dropped front

Jacked up rear or chopped top All he

really wanted to do was to personahLe
hIS truck s extenor but you should see

the motorcycle he carne to the desert

WIth hIm
Russ dId admIt to one falhng how

ever He s an Inveterate knIckknack

collector and mSlde the Jlat un scab

2i

3
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the Imtrument panel looks hke a col

le tor s showpIece WIth everythmg
from stickers to tmy ftgunnes all of
whIch have a humorous appeal But

we suppose that a guy S got to let It

all hang out olnewhere and better
that he decorate the mSlde thIS way
than the outsIde eh

Smce we photographed Ru struck
It s changed hands and he s off and

runmng With better Ideas Isn t that
the way WIth us alP but regardless of

what he comes up WIth In the future
we re ertaln of one thm Russ 15 al

ways gomg to remember hiS very fast

tru k WIth a good deal of pnde and

why not It was one of the sharpest
lookIng trucks of It time tit

1 Seen from a d slance there s not

much unusual about Russ Zane s wh te
72 pickup f you look closely you
mIght notice the plnslr pedpanels

2 W th the fancy paint on the ta gate
the aluminum bumper and curtains m

the cab the Pmstrlpe PIckup attracts a

I ttle more attent on from the rear

3 Step up closer to the truck and you ll

not ce the blue pmstflpe flames on the
hood low key yet d stlnct ve

4 Each panel on Ihe truck s plnstflped
according to the contour lines for a neat

blend of pemt and pckup

5 Here s Russ s home away from
home some would call tl IIered buthe

really I kes all those do dads Custom
sh fter w th console shag carpet and

Grant wheel complete the interior

4



TONI S Z
PEARL N PATTERN 240Z S JUST WHAT THIS NURSE NEEDED

Tom Lynn Helvey IS a most unu

sual glfl a regIstered nurse who
hves m Newhall eahf Tom was

practl ally born an auto enthusIast and
shares husband MIke s hobby wIth a

fervor as great as hIS The two are

member of the eahfornta Assouated

Tiger eAT owners and are now re

bUlldmg a Sunbeam TIger for future
slalom meets

When Tom bought her 1971 Z ar

It was a hght blue and looked Just hke

every other 71 Z on the road After

thmkmg It over she deLlded to go for
a deep blue pearl fmlsh WIth a blue

green Z stnp pattern WIth spOIler
and flared fenders the end result IS a

knockout espeually With Tom behmd
the wheel WhIle the engme IS still
stock Tom added a BRE Mulholland

raLlng suspensIOn kIt whICh makes

CT1llSmg the rugged wuntryslde near

Newhall wnSlderably more fun
But now Tom s been Intten by the

show car bug and It s only a matter of
time before she moves even deeper
mto the ustomlzmg world we can t

walt to see what thIS qUIet httle
blonde lady Will come up WIth next It

should be a real wmner tit

h

l

1i
3

4

c

1

t
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1 While maJor stflpe goes up over roof

line a smaller stripe breaks away and
down to the rear tendeTWell FendeTWells
are lIared fberglass

2 Squally shape at Z car seen from

road level s accented by hatchback
stflpe pattern from rooflne and
personal zed Icense plate

3 TOni Helvey s 71 240Z IS a dark blue
pearl w th contrasting mot on stflpe
containing a Z palern

4 Wth Tom at the wheel everyone
admlfes her 240Z Now that she s been
bitten by the car show bug her next car

should be super Ins de as well as out
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PERSONAUTY
PORTFOLIO
ILLUSTRATIONS BY HARRY BRADLEY

SOME IDEAS FOR ADDING INDIVIDUALITY

COMPETITION JERSION

I jjf1JMl

lOur compet ton styled version of
the LIIHustler s an exerc se m culling
V rtually no customizing s done that s

no seams f lIed emblems removed or

flares added Instead the roof Is cut off
and he bed shortened to create a

Datsun Blazer type roadster p ckup
Tough part Is shortening the wheelbase
8 to 10 Ins but any body shop worthy
of the name can handle that The pickup
bed Is reduced the same amount at the
front edge The rear Isbobbed by 6 to 8
Ins These bed mod f catons are simple
due to Datsun s mullpIe panel
construct on unboll front and rear caps
cui down tenders and across bed then
boll end caps back In place
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2 Roof removal s done by cuttmg
wmdsh eld pillars and glass off about 3

ms above body Ime Door glass Is

replaced by tapered plex msert Rear of
roof Iscut off even with bottom edge of
rear wIndow Massive roll bar or cage
bolls In eas y Gfllle Is restyled w th

rectangular General Motors headlights
on black mesh wllh chrome square
tubIng for border



If
the precedmg personahzed Datsuns
have whet your appetite for WIlder

thmgs herewIth are some Ideas to

ponder Mmd you tbese don t eXIst

yet m metal but they re well wlthm
the realms of practlcablhty The Com
petition Hustler would best he left to
a wmpetent body shop smce the frame
must be hopped However the Datsun
ladder lattlce frame construction makes
even thIS hore far eaSIer than mIght at

fIrst be Imagmed
You wouldn t have to go the whole

route of course Just the mcorporatlOn
of the black mesh gnlle WIth rectangular
headhghts would set your LI I Hustler

apart from the crowd and proVIde an

IllUSIOn of WIdth The latter would be

especIally effective If combmed WIth
WIde wheels and tires and mIld lower

mg And thIS gnlle treatment would
be Just as effective on a B 21O 610 or

710 as It IS on the pIckup
The same phIlosophy holds true for

applymg the Z car Ideas advan ed here
to the sedans For example the tall

hght treatment on our restyled 240
280 Z would look qUIte nice on the
B 21O edan

If you thmk our approach IS a wee bIt
radIcal then consIder that the elder Z
page 168 started from the same pomt

as the three we offer here tit

3 Tailgate hardware latches etc has
been removed on our compelllon
styled LII Hustler Also the tailgate
sheetmetal s paneled over fo e mmate
the raised letters The red white and
blue accent stripes started on the sIde
are brought around the ta gate and
tennlnated at the license plate frame
Stock ta lI ght s replaced by unit from
any late model Thunderbird In a slightly
extended housing
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PERSONALITY PORTFOLIO

STREET jERSION

1 MaJor work on our street version of

Datsun s LII Hustler Is In the areas of

detailing not radical metal surgery One
problem with these pickups Is the

abundance of factory seams These
need 10 be filled The vehicle Is lowered

3 10 4 Ins and f tted wth wIde chrome
reversed wheels Cargo hooks are cut

off top edge of bed and dummy exhaust
pipe mstalled

SUPER Z

2 LII Hus er street vers on also
sports GM rectangular headllghts
stacked this tlme m black mesh gfllle
Bumpers are late model COflfette

63 71 or early Camara 67 69
modified by narrowing and pullmg In

close to the body Those parking lights
can be 74 or 75 Bu ck 68 Toronado or

75 Pacer Oh yes the door handles

have been removed and the bed covered
with a cuslom tarp of fiberglass ornylon

3 Rear bumper and ta lIght lenses bolh
have the same mod fcallon an extra

p ece of each added In the center to
con nue Ihe car wide styling In an

unbroken line LIcense plate Is placed In

B sl ghtly flared opening m Ihe tailgate
The raised letters can e her be paneled
over or covered by a decorat ve bright
stainless steel or brushed aluminum

penel Frame th s panel with narrow

molding from a shop that Installs vinyl
fops They ll be able 10 bend t for you

ll

1 II s hard fo resIst mod flng the Datsun
Z car lis basIc Imes are excellent but
great appearance changes can be made
wllh relatively minor work LeIs begIn
by flaring the wheel openmgs not

excessIvely Just enough fo give a

custom look All emblems and handles
are removed Small front fender waste

gale socalled because t t allows hot

engine compartment aIr 10 escape Is

made of mullpIe horizontal alummum
blades Inserted mto openmg Small
quarter wfndow Is peneled overby
extendmg top of the rear fender up
fo the roof
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2 The hood front bumper and lower

pen remaIn sfock the only real change
Is panelmg over headlight cavity so that

front fender contmues forward In a

smooth contour Then existing grille
openIng s con nued outward so that II
wraps around front fender grille

texlureagam the hOflzontal alumInum
blades form grille bars Rectangular GM
headlights are hidden behInd gfllle bars
as are parkmg and sIde marker lights
Fender seams at cowl are filled

I

j VlJ

ff

It

3 Again rear vIew of ourSuper Z

reveals nearly stock lines A sheetmetal
Insert welded to the slock rear window

openIng allows for tunneled rear

window Hatchback lid Is retained
Recessed back panel s dscarded and
flush sheetmetal pene ls welded In
place to g ve back of body a smooth
look The h gh moun led talll ght s any
car wide unit 74 75 T Blrd 70 71

Torma etc narrowed to fit S de marker
lamp Is relocated below bumper



4 As mentioned th9 side pipes are an

appearanc9 Item only Note how thIs
un fils snugly mto cove along top of

body sIde Also this pipe extends Info

traIling edge of cab This helps visually
bring th9 bed and cab fogether In a

smoolh9r line

4 Th9se mullpIe views show
sheetmetal panel which fils Info sfock
rear wIndow op9nlng Once trImmed 9nd
flang9d a small flat countersunk r9ar

wIndow csn be Installed

4
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lFtE
CIDER Z
LIVES

BRUCE DIEKE MADE A DREAM COME TRUE

IlLUSTRAliON BY HARRY BRADLEY PHOTOS BY LELAND LORENE

y
ere are those who look at the

sketches on the precedmg pages
and Idly dream of the set of

wheels lookmg Just hke that artIst s

rendenng Bruce Dleke IS not m that

group He saw the Datsun 240Z sta

tIOn wagon deSIgned by automotIve

styhst Harry Bradley and actually
transformed hIS Z car mto a near dead

nnger of Bradley s elder Z
The pnme mgredlent of course was

a workable deSIgn and Bruce scored

hIgh because Harry Bradley s deSIgns
are mdeed workable ThIs stems from

Bradley s many years as a DetrOIt styl
Ist and free lance mdustnal deSIgner
Among h s credIts are many of the

Mattei Hot Wheels ueatlOns and

model kIt deSIgns for Model Products

eorp Several of the nation s top draw

mg show cars full sIze sprang from

the fertIle mlDd of Harry Bradley
Hence the dIfference between a de

SIgn and a workable deSIgn tipped the

scales m favor of Dleke s su cess But
even Bradley was astomshed at how

well Bruce Dleke translated the Illus

tration mto workable reahty
Bruce fortunately had a 240Z for

openers and perhaps even more Im

portant was owner of D D ForeIgn
Auto Dlsmantlers ID ValleJo eahf
Thus a good deal of pre planmng went

mto trymg out a lot of tops and rear

hds illorder to match Lontours proper
hnes etc The ftnal combmatlon was

achIeved WIth Opel Vega Jaguar and
Datsun components skIllfully blended

by over 1000 man hours of metal

stretchmg hand formmg and areful

weldmg In addItion to Bruce Dleke

JIm Hlggms John Kurtz and RKhard

Granger laVIShed about 16 hours per
day for around 4 weeks to make Harry
Bradley s elder Z hve

So flawless was the craftsmanshIp
that when the fmlShed car was dIS

played at the Grand National Roadster

Show m Oakland Cahf many specta
tors wondered out loud why a stock
car was pennltted m a show that was

supposed to be reserved for ustom

works of automotive art ObVIOusly
they weren t aware of the fact that

Datsun does not bUIld a 240Z 260Z

or even a 280 Z statIon wagon
When asked tf he would do another

240Z wagon Bruce allowed as how he
would If someone were to approach
h m WIth a 240 Z or a 260 or 280 a

yen for a wagon and 3500 Naturally
the next e der Z won t consume

nearly as much pre pJanmng time hut

the metal work WIll still constitute a

major portIOn of the effort Of course

Bru e may deCIde to take a fhng at

turnmg our Super Z mto reahty It
shouldn t prove to be nearly as comph
cated or tlme wnsummg But what If

he should fmlSh a Super Z and have

someone say that It must be the new

Datsun 290 Z tit
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1 Thls s the Harry Bradley drawing
that Insplfed Bruce D eke to trans
form his 240 Z Into a station wagon
Harry did this design exerCIse m

March of 1972 and t appeared In

Argus Publ catlons 1001 Custom
Ideas Harry ment oned the use of
a Vega or Ope wagon rear sect on

2 Th s s the Clder Z wagon as

Bruce D eke rendered It In metal
The rear lines and root Ime are

slghtly allered to conform fo the
back end sheetmetal and Bruce decided
against Includmg rooftop luggage
rails The wheels are International 4
cross wife mags with 175HR 14
rada tlfes

3 The appealmg lines of the 240 Z
are not at all disturbed by the
change from coupe to stat on wagon

4 Bruce retained the stock 1972
6 cyl powerplant m his 240 Z but
who knows what the future holds

5 The forward portion of the Interior
IS I kewse stock and shows only
normal wear From this photo who
could guess that a wagon follows

6 From th s angle Bruce Dleke s

240 Z looks I ke a factory buill
station wagon complete with little
emblem that proudly adds wagon
fo the larger Datsun 240 Z logo
That wagon monicker came from a

Mazda back end
1

l
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THE CIDER Z LIVES

2

4
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1 The rtdged outer skin of the top
s from a Chevrolet Vega wagon A

lot of noodling proved that the Vega
wagon rear end would not match up
0 Ihe Datsun 240 Z so Bruce along
with John Kurz Jim HiggIns Jr and
Richard Grenger modified the rear

of e 69 Opel station wagon

2 The mner roof penel hmges
swing up door and some surrounding
sheelmetel was heated stretched
hammer formed and welded m place
0 blend these Opel components wllh

the Detsun 240 Z rear fender panels
whIch were also modifiedby healing
stretching hammerIng and welding
ThIs re contourlng of Ihe sheetmetal
from three dfferent makes of cars

look the maJor portIon of the 1000
plus hours construction time

3 LookIng forward from the open
stat on wagon door reveals seating
for two and literally loads of
luggage space SuspensIon towers

encroach somewhat on Inteflor space

4 UIII zmg the entre Inner part
of the 69 Opal Wagon back and lop
parm ts normal operat on of the

wagon s cargo door ReshapIng of
the 240 Z fenders to match Opel and
Vega sheetmetal parts IS so skllfully
done that there s little wonder
Bruce s wegon s mistaken tor stock

5 L fllng carpetmg at rear of

240Z wagon reveals hidIng place of
the slock spere tire

6 Quality of metal work can really
be apprec ated upon close Inspection
Body filler Is vIrtually non ex stant
since JoIns were hammer welded fo

near perfect smoolhness Taillights
seem 0 have been made for Bruce s

Clder Z wagon but were actually
made for XK E Jaguar They have been
mounted vertIcally Instead of the
horizontal placement on the XK E

7 The Datsun outer roof panel and
the Vega outer roof penel were

hammer welded to seamless perlect on

bulthe Opel Inner roof panel
presented a b t of a problem wh ch

was handily solved In this menner

8 Rear quarter panel wIndows were

cusom cut from satety glass to fII

the Opel frames ThIs area required
extens ve metal working fo blend
various component contours smoothly

9 Upon complelon RIchard Granger
finIshed the pro ect wlh several
hand rubbed coats of silver lacquer
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IMPROVING PERFORMANCE
AND ECONOMY

HERE IS HOW TO GET EITHER OR BOTH

so you own a Datsun And you re

wondenng If there are some

ways that you can Improve Its

performance economy handhng wIth
out makmg your budget look hke the
nattonal debt or tummg your fTlendly
httle car mto a terrortzmg pavement
npper that you have to keep chamed

up at mght Well Jom the crowd A
Datsun may be among the best

deSIgned small cars m the world but If

you re readmg thIS book It s a cmch

you d hke to know how to get a httle
more out of your beast Let s take a

look and see what s around
One of the flTst places you can look

IS nght down at your fnendly Datsun
dealer eompetItton Datsuns have a

tremendous reputation for perfor
mance since from the mld 60 s the

factory has taken an mtense mterest m

racmg and backed several semI offICIal

competttlOn teams whIch has resulted
In several nattonal champIOnshIps
True you re not mterested m turnIng
your car mto a racer but thIs wealth
of competttlOn expenen e means that
there are a great many performance
goodtes avaIlable straIght from NlSsan
Motor eorporatton USA To hst ev

erythmg that It offers the factory has

prepared a comprehenSIve catalogue
called Datsun eompetttlOn Parts It s

avaIlable free of charge If you wnte

to Datsun eompetltlOn Department
POBox 191 Gardena eahf 90247
We ll refer to thIs catalogue whICh
hsts the most mcredlble assortment of

thmgs from time to ttme to pomt out

some tnck Items whILh an be used on

the street

THE ENGINE

From a performance standpomt the
most encouragmg thIng about a Datsun
IS ItS low weIght ThIS means that the
addltton of only a few more pomes un

der the hood WIll make a bIg dIffer
ence m performance sm e they WIll
not have over 2 tons to shove around
It also means that you can end up
WIth both economy and performance
somethmg almost ImpoSSIble m a bIg
engmed full SIze car

Another encouragmg thmg IS the ba
SIC deSIgn of the 4 cyhnder and 6

cyhnder engtnes now avatlable

All have an extremely oversquare
bore stroke ratIO ThIS gIves low pIston
speed whIch allows hIgh revs WIthout

damage All have rugged bottom ends
and most have overhead camshafts
WIth uossflow portmg for good breath

mg and yhnder ftlhng The end result
IS that we have here a famtly of en

gtnes that WIll respond well to bolt on

performance eqUIpment despIte the
fact that they already produce a lot of

power for their SIze

Headers have tradlttonally been the

heapest way to gaIn horsepower and

economy for any engtne ThIS IS espe
Llally true for a 4 cyhnder as the ex

haust pulses from cyhnders 1 and 4
should be separated from those of cyl
mders 2 and 3 Auto manufacturers m

vanably bolt on a SImple low cost cast

lTon 4 branch mamfold leavmg a fer
tIle fteld for the aftermarket people

The factory IS content to leave thIS
fteld to the accessory people for It of
fers only one street exhaust system It s

for 70 72 240 Z s WIth manual trans

mISSIon only and IS a complete dual
exhaust system WIth mufflers Both
eannon Industnes and Ermle Immer
so s Thunder BlTd Produ ts make head
ers for practtcally any Datsun ever Im

ported mdudmg the 1600 and 2000
roadsters as well as all the later sedans

see the Accessory eatalog on pp
178192 for their addresses

Behmd the headers you should run a

low restnctlon exhaust system also
avaIlable from these manufacturers as

well as exhaust speLlahsts su h as

Stebro and a good system It IS

Now that thmgs downstream of the
exhaust valves are m good shape let s

look at what feeds the mtake valves

namely carbs and mamfolds Here Dat

sun offers a raft of chOIces but they
are generally offered only as a com

plete mductlOn system that IS you get
carbs mamfold gaskets and hnkage all
at once or nothmg Smce the parts are

mtended for racmg no alT cleamng ftl
ters are offered If you want those ftl
ters for street use and you should an

accessory shop can fIX you up For the
240Z and 260Z the factory offers a

tnple tWin choke 44mm Solex setup
WIth pohshed alT horns an ImpreSSIve
array of carburetors that IS almost

worth the hefty prtce Just for looks
alone A SImIlar kIt except that It uses

two of the 44mm Solexes IS offered for
the 510 610710

For these sedans Datsun aJso has
two other mductton systems that are

mterestmg One IS an all out kIt meant

for FIA sedan racmg whICh uses a spe
CIal cyhnder head monster valves and
a palT of brutal Iookmg 50mm Solexes

you d best forget about thIS one for
street use as It Just won t run well at

low rpm The other whIch Datsun
calls the SSS engme kIt IS really a

complete engtne rebUIld kIt It comes

WIth another speCIal cyhnder head not

the same as the FIA head speCIal PIS
tons for 95 1 compressIOn ratto a hot
cam speCial dlstTlbutor valve two

1h m HItachI carbs and all the need
ed bIts and pIeces to put them all to

gether It s avaIlable for the L16 or

L18 16OOcc or 18oocc overhead cam

engtne but not yet for the latest 2 ht

er form of Datsun s baSIC engIne ThIS
IS a really good street kIt as It does the

Job thoroughly If you want the best
street performan e from your 510 look
no further But it IS expenSive smce

you re buytng everythmg at once If

you want to go slalom racmg Datsun
WIll sell you the same kIt With a spe
Llal slalom cam whIch puts the torque
nght where you need It

The tWin throat Solex IS Datsun

CompetItIon s favonte carb and kIts
WIth a palT of them are sold for the

1600 and 2000 sports cars 44mm SI e

and even the httle 12oo B21O 40mm
SIze OverSIze valves and hot ams are

also hsted for these engmes as well as

speCIal cyhnder heads for the

12oo B210 httle rockerbox engme
So Datsun really offers an awful lot

of hot mtake eqUIpment rtght over the

counter Why look elsewhere Well
for one thmg most of Datsun s stuff IS

genumely mtended for raLlng and IS

really too hot for street use For anoth

er Datsun hkes to sell the whole kIt

not Just one part So If you re mterest

ed m a lower LOst mIld hop up whILh

an also Improve economy let s look at

some other mtake mamfolds
Offenhauser IS a famous name here

and they offer a speCIal mamfold for

the 1600cc cammer 510 engme Th s
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h

1 For the 510 Datsun Compelll on

offers th s twin Solex mtake system that
really lets the 1600cc engine breathe
at hgh rpm K t cost s about 350

2 A s m lar carb and manifold kit for the
2000 sports car turns that already rap d
1 lIIe car Into a screamm meem e The
addlt on of these carbs and a specIal
cam also available from Datsun
Compet ton turns the stock 2000 Into
the 150 hp So ex version wh ch was

offered as an opt on

3 Check your wallets Z car lovers For
about 500 paid to Datsun Competlllon
you too can have th s tflple So ex k tto
dazzle your neghbors and smoke off
Porsches K t Includes all linkage

4 Offenhauser offers th s Dual Port
rntake manifold for the 510 that uses the
stock carb II mcreases both power and
economy and all the stock emission
controls hook fight up w thout fuss

5 Cannon Industfles has th s elaborate
header system forthe 240 Z and a

s m lar one for the 260 Z Two separate
3 branch headers blend mto one

exhaust p pe saving you the cost of

bUYIng two mufflers Chrome plated

6 For the 510 Cannon makes th s

chromed header that adds power and
economy

7 Let s not forget the Ittle 1200 for
which Cannon has this chromed header
Ocfopus Ilke bending s to ensure equal
length of the rnd vldual tubes
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IMPROVING PERFORMANCE AND ECONOMY

uses the stock 2 bbl carb and hnkage
so It s a SImple mstallatlOn LIke all of

Offy s street mamfolds It has DuaJ

Port deSIgn ThIs IS a umque and pat
ented Offenhauser feature m whIch
the pnmary and secondary aIr passages
mSlde each branch of the mamfold are

completely separate from each other
A cast m alummum wall does thIS Job
and ItS purpose IS to keep the LrOSS

sectional area of the pnmary passages
small ThIS keeps pnmary aIr velocIty
hIgh whIch msures good fuel mlxmg
and cyhnder ftlhng Offenhauser claIms
that thIS pnnclple whICh they employ
on all theIr manIfolds Improves power
economy and emISSions cleanlIness

even WIth a sto k arburetor When
the secondanes snap open the full
area mSlde the mamfold IS avaIlable
for the Illcomlllg mIxture And they
are legal Even the persmckety eahfor

ma Au Resour es Board okayed these
mamfolds smce they do not mterfere
WIth emISSIOns wntrol eqUIpment

eannon Industnes IS a Weber spe
clahst and they offer a WIde vanety of
kIts featunng the preCISIOn Itahan car

buretor Smgle carb kIts are avaIlable
for all Datsuns except the 1600 and
2000 sports cars dual carb kIts are

avaIlable for the 510 610 and 710
and there s a tnple carb setup for the

240 Z and 260 Z Webers are expen
SIve so the pnce for these kIts are

too they range from 215 for a smgle
carb setup for the B210 to 555 for the

Zars tnple If you ve already got the
carbs from some old Ferran or Alfa

Romeo Iymg around out III your ga
rage then you can buy the mamfolds

separately at a great savmgs A word
of caution tbese mamfoJds have no

provISion for conneltIng emiSSIon 00

trois and thus are Illegal for road use

on late model cars

WeIand IS another famous name m

mductIon eqUIpment and spectahzes
m Lrossflow mamfolds for sldedraft
carburetors on Illlme engmes TheIr
manIfolds WIll a ept Weber Solex or

Dellorto tWill throat carbs and are

avaIlable III slllgle and dual carb form
for the 1200 B21O 510 610 and 710
as well as a tnple arrangement for the

Zears EmISSIOn control hookups are

mcluded Probably the best all around

street carburetIon setup for a 4cyhn
der Datsun would be a WeIand mam

fold WIth a slllgle 45mm twm choke

carb as thIS WIll outperform a dual

carb arrangement except at extremely
hIgh revs whllh you would rarely use

BeSIdes It s a lot cheaper
To help breathe m all thIS new addI

tIOnal mIXture you should have a

hotter carn The mIld ones can be used
With automatIc transmissIon and you
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can get away WIth your old spnngs
and retamers For the hotter cams you
should use alummum retamers and stIf
fer spnngs In all cases you should re

place the cam followers WIth new

ones as the wear patterns on the old
ones wIll scuff the new cam lobes

We ve already mentioned those
avaIlable from Datsun eompetItlOn
but those are for raung eannon offers

a WIde selectIOn for the 240 Z 2000
roadster 1200 B210 and the
510 610710 ars They LOme m three

stages of hot the so called race

full race and track The gnnd IS the
one you want as It has less hft and
shorter duration than the other two

whllh are meant for road tacmg and
track racmg respectively

How about hotter IgnItion There IS

great actiVIty III thIS area now and we

are seemg the greatest advances In Ig
mtlOn technology m the last 50 years
The accessory market IS flooded WIth

mterestIng and effe tIve IgmtlOn Im

provers WhIch to buy WIthout bor

mg you WIth a lot of detaIls these af

termarket Items fall Into three

categones Translstonzed 19n1tlOns have
an electrom bla k box Whllh re

duces the current across the dlstnbutor

pomts and reJegates them to the role
of a Slgnahng deVIce the actual

sWltchmg on and off of the pnmary
current to the COlI IS done by a

transIStor CapaCItatIve DIscharge CD

systems carry thIS one step further and
ftre the Oll WIth the dls harge from a

capacItor whIch enables the COIl to

dehver a hIgher voltage to the spark
plugs Breaker ess ystems ehmmate the
dlstnbutor pomts altogether replaclllg
them WIth eIther an optical or magnet
IC deVIce whIch tells a black box to

tngger the COli Of these the breaker
less systems are the most expenSIve
around 100 but are not avaIlable for

every car smce they must be deSIgned
to ftt speclftc dlStnhutors The best

compromISe wrrently IS the eD sys
tem whl h costs less 40 60 and

WIll ftt any 12 volt negative ground
electncal system whIch all Datsuns
have A eD kIt IS easy to Illstall WIll

never wear out and can be transferred

to your next car when you sell your
present one Your local automotIve

parts store or speed hop can adVISe

you on speCIfIC detaIls of the vanous

brands avaIlable
Some Items tbat WIll aId durablhty

at sustaIned hIgh speeds are an oIl
cooler a flex fan and a speCIal hIgh
speed fan belt

One of the most mterestmg develop
ments m a long time for small cars IS

the turbocharger kIt The exhaust dnv
en turbocharger ongmally developed
for hIgh altitude aIrLraft has replaced
the belt dnven upercharger as the fa

vonte way of ralSmg the mtake pres
sure above atmosphenc for small and
medIUm dIsplacement engInes eonven
tIonal hoppmg up modlfllatIons are all
aimed at reduung pressure losses In

the mternal aIrflow of the engme su

perchargmg or turbochargmg attacks
the problem from the opposIte dlTe
bon raisIng the external pressure to

blow a dense mIxture past all restn

hon Because a blower can cram In so

much mixture normal hop up proce
dures are not only unnecessary but

even undeSIrable A hlgh hft cam for

example wIll not let In any more mIX

ture than one of moderate hft a large
valve overlap SImply means you ll be

blowmg a lot of unburned gasohne out

the taIlpIpe and you want to aVOld

hIgh compressIOn pIstons hke the

plague smce they ll raIse the wmbus
tIon pressure and temperature so hIgh
you ll wreck your engIne In nothmg
flat You can t use headers at all smce

a speCIal exhaust system IS what dnves

the turbocharger m the ftrst place Pol

Ishlllg portmg and overSIze valves

help a httle but are not necessary
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unless you are raclOg So whIle tbe

pTlce of a turbocharger kIt IS hIgh It

should be looked upon as a subs tute

for all those hop up goodIes not as an

addItIonal expense
Ak Miller was the pIOneer m turbo

charger kIts and he uses an AIRe

search turbme compressor umt WIth as

socIated plpmg mamfolds carburetor
and exhaust system He offers It m

three forms The first has a boost hmlt
of 8 Ibs per square ch and can be

mstalled on any 4 speed englOe al

though a httle shoehorning WIll be

necessary If you have air condltIomng
No mtemal engme mods are necessary
and you can use the stock exhaust sys
tem ThIs wIll produce a 50 mcrease

m horsepower and IS perfect for the

street Next up IS a competItIOn ver

Slon whIch prOVIdes up to 18 pSI
boost It IOcludes a large hameter ex

haust system WIth a specIal Jow restnc

hon muffler However Mnce the stock

head gasket WIll blowout at about 10
Ibs boost It IS mandatory WIth thIS

versIOn that you have your cylInder
head machmed to take O rmgs around

each cyhnder th s servIce IS avaIlable

at Ak S on a new or exchange basIS It

IS also necessary to employ water m

ectlOn to cool the hot wmpressed mIx

ture otherwISe the engme WIll over

temp the lot mdude flttlOgs to con

vert the wmdshleld washer for thIS

purpose The third kIt IS hke the ftrst

street setup but IS made to run on

propane and mcludes everythmg you
need except the propane tank ThIS kIt

1 BehInd any header you should have a

low restrlct on muffler for best output
Cannon has th s system wh ch they call
Turboqulet to tIt most mInicars

including almost all Datsuns Can be
used w th the stock header

2 Datsun Compet t on has several
hlgh pertormance pistons for the 510
On the fight Isa flat fop piston wh ch

gIves 9 5 1 compress on rato wh le the

domed piston at Ie Increases the

compression ralro to 11 5 1 butrequIres
modf catlon to cylmder head

3 Here are three spec al cylinder heads
Datsun Compet t on has for 1600 and
1800cc overhead cam engines At

bottom s a h gh compress bn head wth

racmg valves of standard sIze above It

Is the SSS head w th larger ports and

oversize racmg valves at the fop s the
all out FIA head for sedan racing

4 Expens ve but Immensely satstactory
street conversIon lor the 510 s th s SSS

Engine KII I Includes the SSS cylmder
head specIal d s tributor hot cam win

H tach carbs and h gh compress on

plstonseverylhlng necessary to turn

the 510 Into a t ger
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IMPROVING PERFORMANCE AND ECONOMY

IS of partIcular mterest to eahforntans
smce the gasohne kIts have been de

clared illegal m that state except for

off road and racmg use Wnte to Ak

dlTectly If you want more mfo HIS ad

dress IS 9238 Bermudez St P W RIV
era eahf 90660

Spearco s kIt dIffers from Ak s pn
manly m Its use of the RaJay turbme

compressor umt mstead of the more

expensIve AIResearch one ThelT street

versIon IS hmlted to 7 lbs boost a low

enough pressure to allow the blown
car to operate on 91 oLtane unleaded
fuel that new stuff that all new cars

have to TUn on They also have a

hIgh pressure versIOn 14 Ibs boost
whIch employs a 10w restTlctlon ex

haust system to speed up the turbme

Agam water mJectlon and O nngs m

the head are necessary Spearcosad
dress IS 2054 Broadway St Santa Mo
mca eahf 90404

There are a few thmgs to keep m

mmd f you are thmkmg of turbocharg
mg for the street A turbocharger uses

a centnfugal type of compressor un

hke the belt dnven pOSitIve dIsplace
ment supercharger used on dragsters a

centTlfugal blower has an exponen
tial nse m pressure output WIth tn

uease m rpm ThIs means that If you
double ItS speed you will more than
double Its pressure output ThIS tends
to concentrate the turbo s kICk m the

hIgh rev ranges of the engtne ThIS IS

fme for racmg smce that s where

you ll be TUnmng the engme anyway
but It also IS good for the street Smce
there IS httle boost low m the rev

range you can get good fuel economy
If you keep a fIrm gnp on yourself and

don t roar up through the gears at ev

ery opportumty Just cause It feels so

good In fact It IS possIble to get
shghtly better fuel economy because

you can shIft at a lower rpm than be

fore Durablhty IS ex ellent You can t

break a turbo as the only movmg part
IS the rotatmg turbme compressor umt

wh ch doesn t touch anythmg It WIll

outlast the engme And It reqUIres no

maIntenance

There IS one problem WIth these
kIts They were deSIgned for another

car the Ford Pmto so they are not

exactly a perfect bolt on for a Datsun
But the Pmto 2 hter engme IS qUIte
SImIlar to a Datsun 4 yhnder and It

should be possIble to adapt these kIts

WIthout a great deal of trouble If

you re determmed

THE SUSPENSION

The standard Datsun comes rather
Illeqmpped to be a Pors he balter on

tWIsty roads That s not ItS role m hfe

It s a bit of a shame for Datsuns have

several standard features that endow

1

them WIth great handhng potential
espeCIally good steenng hgbt weIght
and mdependent rear suspensIOn on

the 510 and 610

Where the Datsun falls down IS the

same place pra tI ally every new car

does small and narrow wheels and

tlTes that are barely adequate for ordl

nary dTlvmg
The bIggest change for the better

and the most expemlve would be a

set of WIder wheels and bIgger tires

east alloy wheels are rather expen
slve 50 to 75 each Unleyou an

get a good deal or have lots of that

long green stuff you WIll want to

weIgh arefully the benehts of WIde

alloy wheels You can go as Wide as

you want as long as the wheel fIts

onto your car s bolt clTcle But If you
mtend your car for street use hmlt

your ambItions to a 6m nm WIdth If

you re gomg to TUn radIals and no

more than a 7 m nm for I as or bIas
belted tlTes More than thiS and you
WIll have to flare the wheel wells The
ramal wants a narrower nm SlOe It

depends upon ItS fleXIble Sidewall to

keep the tread flat on the road too

WIde a nm overpowers a radtal and

mterferes WIth thIS flexlblhty
For ractng 14 m and even 15 m al

loy wheels m a vanety of WIdths are

avaIlable It IS not adVIsable to use

these on the street as they WIll cause
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mterference problems unless the sus

pensIOn and wheel wells are modlfted
Check wIth speclftc wheel manufac

turers for more details Ansen Per
macast Amencan Mag eragar Shelby
and others make a range of SIzes that
WIll fIt

Larger tires of course are avaIlable
from speed shops and there s a raft of
them If you re stlckmg to the street a

radial IS the best all around ttre Ptrel
h MI hehn FlTestone GoodTlch

Sempent Goodyear everybody makes
radIals these days And don t overlook
the Sears Allstate radIal made for
Sears by MKhehn the most respected
name III radial tues they Invented It

If your bag IS slaloms or the ultimate
In street traction a WIde D70 or even

6Q encs bIas belted IS what you want
These cost a bIt less than tbe best ra

dIal but have a harsher nde don t

last as long and get poorer fuel econo

my RadIals also have the advantage of

hemg msensltlve to longItudInal dIS
turbances m the road hke trolley

trackor ram grooves which can cause

1 King Kong I vesl Look atlhe sIZe 01
those Solexesl ThiS IS Ihe lactory s FIA
seean racing kll maee for 510 610

engines that lIve all the me at 6000
rpm Unless you ve gol some heavy
sponsor you may noteven be able to
afford S Intake valves they re tamum

2 For the 1600 sports car the laclory
has thiS lull race cam kit which
Includes aluminum pushrods sillIer

sprmgs alummum retamers and
overSize valves Not for the slreet

3 Interpart oilers complete suspens on
kits or mdlvldual components for most
Datsuns They specialize In springs and
shocks under the Mulholland name

4 Lrmlled sllp e1Iferen als help at the
track but also on Ihe street espec ally II
you live In a cold or wet clImate The
factory oilers two d1lferent sizes

lor the 240 Z

5 From the faclory comes thIS kIt for
the 510 610 wh ch w lIlower the car
27 InS and greatly Improve handling

r
I
r

4
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a hght car hke a Datsun to Jump Side

ways If Its shod WIth bIas tIres

For yet better handhng you can go
to anti roll hars and stiffer sprIngs
Anti roll bars whKh also go by the
name of stab hLer bars or sway ba
reduce roll m a corner but they also
put an Increased load on the outSIde
tire ThIs mcreases ItS shp angle the

angle between the dtrectlon m whIch
the tire IS pomted and the dtrectlOn m

whIch It IS actually movmg whICh af
fects the steenng A front antI roll bar
Will therefore Increase understeer
whIle a rear one WIll reduce It

The front suspensIOn on a 240 Z has
a stock 17mm bar whIle the 260 Z has
thIS as well a an 18mm rear bar
Therefore one of the ftrst thIngs you
can do to a 240 Z IS to mstall the 260 s

rear bar whICh will result m a better
balanced car m corners AvaIlable from
Datsun eompetltlon are a larger front
bar 22mm and two larger rear bars
23mm and 25mm Datsun cautions that
these larger SIzed front and rear bars
should qnly be med In conJunction
WIth each other and not mIxed With
the smaller stock bars For all around

Improvement use the 23mm rear bar
WIth the 22mm front bar for speCIal
Ized competition condItIons such as

slaloms or autocrosses where addItional
oversteer 15 deSIred the 25mm rear bar
IS used WIth the 22mm front bar The

factory also offers two complete sus

pensIOn Iuts for the 240 Z One lowers
the car 2 inS for road racmg the other
raISes It 10 ms for rally work over

rough roads Take your p ck They
both Include dIfferent spnngs struts

spmdles and anti roll bars
For 510 610 J600 and 2000 road

sters and the 1200 B 21O the factory
also offers complete smpenslOn kIts

though all of these are aImed at Im

proVIng handhng on a road racIng
course and WIll lower thetr respectIve
cars about 2 ms The factory speclflcal
Iv warns that the kIt for the
12oo B 21O WIll make ItS nde extremely

5

harsh for the roadste the kIt IS avaIl
able With either hard or soft spnngs
the latter SUItable for the street Inter

part also makes suspensIOn kIts for
most Datsuns

Shock are another area where you
can greatly Improve on ongInal eqUIp
ment Both KOlll and Gabnel make ad

Justable shocks they not only gIve bet
ter handhng but WIll last much longer
than the stck ones

THE COSMETICS

Okay so now your httle beast IS

puttIng out bundles of power and can

ZIp through corners WIth the greatest
of ease but how can you Impress peo
ple who can t see all those good
thIngs Or maybe you Just want a

sharper car m the ftrst place Stnpmg
adds a bnght and dIStInctive touch
and makes the car look longer Several
ftrms offer a custom steenng wheel
With alummum spokes and eIther a

leather VInyl or pohshed wood TIm

Hurst makes a groovy shlfter whICh IS

shorter and stronger than the stock lev
er and has a tngger lockout for re

verse Virtually any accessory sbop has
leather or wood shIft knobs and Sun
and Stewart Warner have a hne of
gauges that Include a tachometer a

water temp and an 011 pressure gauge
Super rechmng seat m eIther cloth or

Vinyl are made by Recaro and others
but are usually not stocked m ac esso

ry hops a good place to mqUlre about
these IS at your local custom auto reup
holstery shop SpOIler mcrease the
aerodynamIC downfon e on your car

makmg It more stable at hIghway
speeds and even savmg a bIt on fttel

economy SpOIlers are avaIlable for
both the front and rear fmlshed In flat
black whIch you an leave as IS or

pamt to match your car

So there It IS You can have your
Datsun mild or Wild dependmg upon
your tastes and pocketbook tit

I

COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN 177



ACCESSORIES FOR
YOUR DATSUN
PERFORMANCE AND APPEARANCE ITEMS APLENTY

1 Weiand offers thIs complete
carburetor and manifold kll for the 240 Z
and 260 Z Carbs are the DHLA Dellorto

sldedra s with 40mm chokes We and s

1495 linkage kif s recommended as

are theIr Ram Flo air filters shown
Installed Dellortos prov de a wIde range
of luning particularly m the m d ranges

2 Weiand s Nylynx softmount kll for

Dellorto Weber and Solex carburetors
Isolates the Units from engIne vibrations
while ensuring an alr t ght seal at the

lIange Needle and seat life In the carb
float bowl Is lengthened as well Rg d

mounting of these carbs can lead to af

leaks between the carb s base and
manifold lIange causmg what Is known

as exc ted aeration

3 Th s Is Cannon s triple Weber 40

DCOE 2 kit for the 240 260 Z Datsun

All requlfed hardware and gaskets are

Included m the kll along w th Jetting
instructions This kll does not Interfere
w th air cond tonrng components

4 Th s s We and s Lynx manifold for

the 1600 engIne where a palf of

s dedraft carburetors are to be used A 3

paIr of 40mm DHLA Dellortos are

recommended for this appl cat on

though 40mm Webers w1I f t also The

1494 Imkage kit takes care of throllle
operat on There s provision for

emission control adapt on
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5 We and offers th s spec alnylon
grease Impregnated cable m 33 37 and
44 1n lengths to solve custom throttle
Installalron problems II s shown
attached to a Dellorto carb w th thelf
unrversa throllle linkage plate

6 Cannon Industfles offers complete
Weber carburetor manifold and linkage
kts for the Datsun 1200 through 1600

engines Shown s a kit w th a smgle 45
DCOE butsimIlar k tsare ava lable
ulll zlng a palf of Webers In the 40
DCOE s ze All Cannon kIts Include

gaskets fuel lines hose clamps and
deta ed mstruct ons including Ihose for
correct Jellmg Cannon Weber kts are

really complete In every way

7 We dnd s 1325 Lynx manifold will
adapt a pair of 40mm s dedra Dellortos
to your Datsun 1200 engine and g ve

you a range of tuning adJustments you
never thought poss ble before Use thelf

1492 Imkage kit for throttle operat on

8 Datsun recommends the twin choke
M kunl Solex carburetor w th 44mm
barrels for the 240 260 engine The
kit Includes all the necessary hardware
for installation AIf cleaners arenot
Included Datsun maintams a full range
of Jets to SUIt vaflous tuning needs

9 The We and 1324 Lynx manifold w1I

adapt a smgle 45mm DHLA s dedra
Dellorto carburetor to the Datsun 1200

engine along With the 1491lmkage
kIt The crossover des gn takes full

advantage of the carb s need for even

mduct on pulSing Prov s on has been

made for em sslon control adaptat on
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ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR DATSUN

3

1 Offenhauser s 6002 DP Dual Port

manifold for the 1600 engine allows use

of all factory carburet on and em ss on

control components The unique spill
ductlng has proven tself m both engme
performance as well as lower emission

levels Adapts to all 1968 through 1974
cars and 1970 through 1974 pIckups

2 This complete Solex carburetor k t

was designed 0boll onto the 2000

engme Wth the spec al cam offered by
Datsun 150 bhp can be churned out by
the venerable 2 I ter

3 Weber the name Is synonymous with
the story of European road racmg and
h gh performance caTS Cannon
Industfles offers the full line of DCOE

Iwlnchoke s dedra Units wllh ellher 40

or 45mm barrels They are su table for

e ther road or track use and due to the

wde range of Jets and ventufls
available a wde tuning range Is
possible for economy or power

4 Datsun compelll on recommends th s

setup for carbureting the racmg
510 610 710 engmes Setup consIsts of
a pair of MlkunllSolex 44mm carbs
manifold throttle cable Imkage and carb

heat shield Optional Jets are available

5 Compelll on cylmder heads for the

510 610 and 710 engines may be

ordered complete from the Datsun

racing department All necessary porting
work has been camed out along w th

Installation of larger valves etc

IndivIdual components such as sprIngs
valves and retainers may also be had
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6 Weiand offers the successfulllallan
Dellorto DHLA s dedraftlwln choke
carburetor In 40 45 and 48mm barrels
These carbs are very adaptable fo street
or track applications a full range of Jets
being ava ab e In order to obtam the
best performance for your particular
driving requirements

7 The 4 cyllnder Datsun engInes need
thiS pulley and bell set when racing to

prevent losmg bells The V bellgrooves
are deeper than standard A complete
racmg allernator wth pulley s also
available through the racmg department

8 The earl er 1600 2000 sefles

roadsters can stili be compet t ve and

Datsun s compet ton department offers
this full race cam wllh 306 durat on

Cam requIres longer pushrods speCial
springs OversIze valves are shown

9 Datsun Racmg stocks SIX d fferent
camsha grinds for the 510 6101710

engines for various appl cat ons from a

street design to the rad cal 26 kit
which requires external ollmg Inqulfe
regarding your plans

10 DatsunlVenolla pistons gIve approxl
m8tely 11 5 1 compressIon In the Ll6
engIne lnd requIre cylinder head
modifications Suppl edIn 040 ln

oversize For racIng only Plsfons are

lvallable for otherengInes as well

f
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ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR DATSUN
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1 Datsun s racing parts house carries a

tulllme of eqUipment for the 1200 B 210

engines including this hlgh capaclly 0 1
pump wth fittings for 0 1 cooler lines

2 Jones Motrola tachometers are

Instruments of exceptional accuracy
They are available wllh or without

tellale needle w th e ther buton reset or

key reset for competition use All

versions read tram 0 to 10 000 rpm
From Mallory

3 Forget condensor replacement w th
Mallory s heavy duty unit Universally
appl cable the maker guarantees Its life
to be Indefln te

4 Keep Ignllon wiring Isolated and In
neat order wth these chromed wire
looms from Cal Custom Ava ab e In

2 W1re or 4 wlre vers ons e ther can be
had In low or hgh lengths Insulators
snap m and out of looms

5 Th s alloy 011 pan willg ve the A 12
engine a 6 qt capac ty I has Windage
trays and flappers mcluded to prevent
ofl escaping from the pckup durmg
corneflng acceleration and hard

brakIng From Datsun Racmg

6 Datsun s racing ubflcat on k t for the
240 260 280 Includes a high volume
pump f ter radator and all needed
hardware for Installaton
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7 We and s Lynx tlter blocks are Ideal
for use with sldedra carburet on

setups Pressure tested to 500 psi they
are based on a filter which will trap
contaminants down 0 50 microns m

sIze Ava ab e In dual or trIple outlet
versIons

8 Th s set conslsllng of crank v braton

damper pulley allernafor pulley and tan
pulley are desIgned for the compet ton

Zcar A special Gates Polylex bell s

used Because of the groove desIgn the

pulleys must be used as a set only
From Datsun

9 FIA approved brake caliper sets tor
the 240 260 280 are available from
Datsun s racIng department They
double the pad area over the stock
Units These brake sets are not sold for
street use they are for racing only

10 Mallory s silicone spark plug cable
Is based on a stainless steel conductor
core surrounded by tough silicone
rubber Insulating sheath Recommended
for every appl cat on from day to day
driving to all out competition

11 Datsun s competlllon department
stocks Im ted sllp d fferent a s for the
1600 2000 roadsters Ratios range from
3TO 1 to 5 13 1 Rmg and pm on sets
from 4 11 1 fo 5 13 1 are also available

12 Your Datsun from the 1200 to the
Z car will benefit tram Cannon s 011
cooler k t Each cooler Is suppl ed wth
all necessary hoses flnlngs and has
bu lI m mounting brackets Core s

tested to 300 psi and features Inner fins
that cause the 0 1 circulating to swirl as

t passes through the tubing
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ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR DATSUN

1 ThunderbIrd s 240 Z header

scavenges the s x cylinders Into two

mtermedlarypipes before entering the

collector Provls ons have been made
forall emlss on control f IImgs
Installaton hardware Included

2 The Datsun 1600 roadster willbenef t

from th s fully engineered four Into one

header by Thunderbird Cone style oulet

accommodates stock exhaust pIpe

3 Thunderblfd Products designed this
muffler for use e ther w th a header
system or the stock exhaust II s a

stra ght through des gn With smart twm

tailpipes For the Z cars

4 ThunderbIrd builds th s compact
header for the Datsun 2000 roadster
The large bore tubing was des gned for
competition use but adapts to the street
w th benefit Collector adapts to factory
exhaust p pe

5 Low exhaust restriction wthout no se

has been made wdelypossible by
Cannon with the new Turboqu et
exhaust system Adaptable to most all

Datsuns mcludlng the Z car the system
Is based on a redesign of the oflgmal
turbocharged COflfalf Spyder muffler
Cannon s muffler Is at 2 ln pIpe
diameter design and each spec f c k t
contains all necessary p pmg and
clamps to allach to either a Cannon

header or the factory system

6 Cannon s chromed header manifold
for the 2401260 series Is an Impressive
pIece of performance hardware All

fttlngs for installation are Included as

are allachments tor em ss on controls
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r 7 Thls s Cannon s header for the 510
series Based on cold rolled SAE 1010
welded tubing t Is chrome plated after
bu dup Each header has provision for
emission control attachments and

mcludes needed installation hardware

f

8 The Datsun 1200 engme will take a

new breath on I te w th Cannon s tuned
header kit Included s the pipe for the
alf cleaner hot alf mtake and all

necessary Installat on hardware Cannon
headers are chrome plated

9 Datsun has a complete racIng
suspens on k t for theZ cars In stock
The sway baTS may be usedon

otherw se stock suspensions but the
springs and other components are for

racIng onlyl K t lowers car about 2 ms

10 Interpart s T C kll refers to the

tens on compress on loads Imposed on

the fore and a suspensIon links by
drng forces The T C k t solves the

problem of spongy react on to these
forces by replacing the stock rubber

grommets on the 240 260 Z wllh

hardened ball Jomts and polished alloy
sockets The resullls a stronger feel of
the road and better suspens on

response

11 Interpart has developed an enlre
series of chass s components with the
dflvlng enthusiast In mind Among the

array are heavy duty brake pads sway
bars steering dampers and sprmgs
Most all Datsun owners can benefit from

appl cat on of one or more of these

components

COMPLETE BOOK OF DATSUN 185



ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR DATSUN

1 Thunderbird s latest addition m

minI truck headers s this fully
engIneered setup for the Datsun 620 All
gaskets and hardware are Included for

easy Installation

2 Owners of the 521 truck mIght want
to lake more than a passmg glance at

Thunderbird s header for th s pInt size
workhorse Both output and economy
are mproved while mstallat on s made
s mple by the desIgn conflgurat on

3 The 1 lIle 1200 will take on added

sparkle wllh thIs custom crafted header
from Thunderblfd Des gned for
underhood clearance as well as

performance It w1I adapt to the stock
exhaust p pe

4 II you want addedperformance and

economy on your 610 then Thunderblfd
has t Th r header s designed for

maximum extraction effect as well as

ease of Installallon Into a stock
underhood rea All hardware mcluded

5 This header from Thunderbird was

designed speclf cally for the 510 sefles

There s a model for engInes with or

without smog pump Header w1I adapt
dlreclly fo the factory tallp pe

6 Interpart offers both street and
compellllon header and exhaust systems
for the 510 and Z cars They are

completely designed for easy Installaton 7
for eIther application Shown s Ihe
street header for the Z cars complete
with emission control fittings

7 Add some convenience and a custom

lauch to your pIckup w th Amco s

console Open tray keeps change
cigarettes and whatever close at hand

8 Factory buill fender flares for the
Z carare available through the
compat tlon department They are

des gned to add conSiderable fenderwell
totire clearance especially when the
car Is lowered for racIng
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9 Update your 240 260 to a 2 2 coupe
w th FAR s rear seat k t Constructed
of fberglass the contoured vinyl
upholstery pads are ava lable m red
black tan or off white Fits 1970 models
and later

10 Do your rnteTor a small favor wIth

thIs genuine walnut gear shlfllever knob
rom Amco The badge atop the knob s

metal constructIon rn red whIle blue

11 The Shadow from Interpart s a

rear Window glare sh eld designed for

the rear wmdow to protect the mteflor

from heat and the effects of sunl ghl on

the upholslery II s shown filled to the

Datsun B 210 1

13 12 This leather grained sewn vrnyl shill
knob w th Datsun emblem from Amco

will make shIfting seem eas er while

adding a nrce touch to the cars Interior

decor

13 Amco s clean stra ghlforward
bumper guard des gn for the 240 Z Is

notonly funct onal but also adds a

good margIn of protect on In today s

dTvlng s tuat ons Bumper guards are

avaIlable for other Datsun models too

14 Amco s rool rack for Z cars s made
of heaY gauge steel tubing w th a heavy
layer of chrome platmg overall Safe

permanent attachment
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ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR DATSUN

1 Appliance s Dish Mag wheel s

constructed of A356 alloy and pressure
tested to 60 psi tor tubeless
appllcat ons Outside and Ins de fm

confours are carefully machIned for

excellent pflmary balance

2 Appl ance Wire Mag wheel fs a

classic lis structural design exceeds
SEMA specs Each wheelIs cast then

precision machined and finally water

tested fo ensure Integrity The
drorcenter f1m allows easy mountmg

3 Now the famed Mmlllte Sport cast

alloy wheelis available In 13x6 ln wllh
4 lug boll pattern Each wheelis die
cast and then machined 10 close specs
undergomg 14 quality control checks
before de very Each wheelis stamped
wllh a quality recall number The
polychrome paInt fm sh Is extremely
durable and easy to maIntain

4 The MOlock from Appliance was

des gned for thepIckup owner who
wants a ruggedno nonsense steel
wheel The center secllon allows a full
360 contact between center and rim

distributing loads over a wider area

RaIsed confour around lug nutarea

allows steel to compress when lug nuts
are lightened acllng as a lock washer

5 Shelby s Serpent s thelf newest
wheel design The ribs are machmed
smooth and radiate out to a highly
pol shed lip Disc brakes present no

InstallatIon dlff cullles

6 The Shelby Cal 500 Is a smgle p ece

centflfugally cast allay wheel heat
treated to T6 specifications These
wheels are guaranteed for tubeless
applications They can be balanced with

cllron or stick on weights

7 The Steel Spoke wheel from
ApplIance has the center section
machined and press ttted mto the rim
before welding The mounting surface s

machmed for a close fit to the hub

8 Keep the bed of your p ckup safe and

clean with Amco s prelltted tonneau
cover All heavy vinyl construction w th

snaps Included for Installation
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9 The V per wheel from Shelby Isan

deal spoke des gn for4 lug boll
patterns Spoke pattern allows excellent
alf circulation for brake cooling Ills
shown mounted to a Shelby A70x13 tITe

with 5 m rim s ze

10 Shelby D amondback wire mag
wheel was desIgned wllh offset lor
maximum tendefWell clearance Ills
shown mounted fo the Shelby S xty tire

Ava abe are sizes 13x5 rn 14x6 m

and 14x7 ln

11 Appl ance s Unlchrome wheel g ves

you the look of an extremely expens ve

wheel at a traction of the cost The
heavy chrome plallng will g ve years of

seflf ce w th mm mumcare

12 The Z car uses two sizes of

dltterentlal casing In producllon Datsun
otters both m tully assembled form with
IIm 1ed sl p for compet ton Ratios range
tram 3 90 1 fo 5 13 1 Llm ted sl p Is of

the clulch type

13 For 1970 and later Z cars these

louvered hood lids are available from

FAR on an exchange basis Each s

delrvered In pnmer ready 0 paint

14 FAR Performance has fender flare

kits tor the Z cars In both street and
IMSA form allowmg the use of larger
t res and sate lowermg of the

suspension Shown on a slreet 240
s mllar kits are also available tor the
1200 510 and 610 F berglass w th all
hardware for Installaton
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ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR DATSUN

III
I CIilIIJJT1101 1PISlIP

COMPETffiOli II

2

1 Wrinkle fm sh enamel from Cal
Custom s a durable heatresistant

fm sh that adds a final touch to many
components part cularly underhood
Ava abe m black red compet t on

orange gray and compet tton yellow

2 Cal Custom s Hood and Deck
anli glare paint Isdeep m texture and

deal for use on external areas where
high gloss IS not desfable Most
flat texture pamts won t stand up under
these cond t ons but Cal Custom s w1I

3 Datsun s compet t on department
offers th s 8 lb alloy flywheel for the

2401260 engine for compet ton use

Standard cranksha boll pattern s used

4 Installed on the 240 260 280 Z the
Shadow glare shield keeps the Inteflor

up to 10 cooler and helps keep the

rear wmdow cleaner Ideal for cars WIth

alf cond tlonlng Rear v slon Is

unlmpalfed

5 Suspens on sets for the 1600 2000
roadster are ava ab e w th e ther
Intermedateor very stiff springing tram

Datsun compellllon along With sway
bars of 21mm or 23mm diameter Either

sprIng set w lIlower the roadster about
1 3 4 Ins
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6 Gomg sklmg Amco s root rack w1I
make thmgs a whole lot eaSier and
their lockmg skI cafflerattachment w1I

keep honest people honest Two
chrome plated steelclamps w th rubber
contact surfaces clamp sk s flfmly
Tumbler locks have mOisture caps

7 Amco floor mats are constructed of
molded rubber and designed to gIve full

coverage of the carpeted area A vaable
for a Datsun models Including Z car

8 An Amco custom console w th
armrest may beJust whatyou re lookmg
for to puhat fma touch on the mteflor
The console s made of durable ABS
matefal wh le the armrest s of sewn

vinyl and pedded The armrest s up to
uncover a stowage space

9 Interpart s Mullholland front stab l zer

bar k t s ava abe for most Datsun
models In e ther 3 4 m or 15 16 m

dameter depending on appl catlon Roll
stiffness s Increased over that offered
by the factory Unit

10 A snap ring type hood latch may
prove preferable fo other types for
certain uses A vlnyleos ed Ianyard I

prevents loss of the latch pin Scuff
plate s stainless otler Pllrts cJromed

L
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ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR DATSUN

1 Zcar headlamp covers from Datsun

are made of clear plex glass secured by
a chromed retaining bezel Check w th

local laws before ordering

2 F A R Performance manufactures
these aluminum and Delrm suspension
bushings for the 240 260 They perm t

lowering the car wh le allowing precise
camber settmgs both front and rear

Rear bushings provIde for toe In and
foe out settmgs not possible wllh the

facfory bushmgs

3 Interpart offers this handlmg kit for

the 240 260 Z Proper mstallatlon will
enhance the handlmg characteristics of

the Zcar Included are BogelMulholland
shocks front and rear springs having
rates dlffermg from the factory unrts and
heavIersway bars both front and rear I

all makes a worthwhile package for the

senous drIver 3
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DATSUN COMPETITION DEPT
BOll 191
Gardena CallI 90247

AMCO AMCKICArt Engine and chaSSIS components
7425 Fullon Ave JI
North Hollywoo CCalll 91605 L p tif FAR PERFORMANCE INC

Luggage racks silS 1931 Old Mlddlelleld Way

ear aa 07 1 7Ll Mountain VIew Calli 94043

1 lJ 0 I Suspension components fiberglass parts
AMERICA RACING EQUIPMENT Race car preparation
540 HawaII Ave

Torrance CallI 90509 VILEM B HAAN INC

Wheels tire gauges Ignition equipment 10305 07 Santa MOnIca Blvd
West Los Angeles CallI 90025

ANSEN INC Full accessory range
13720 South Western Ave INTERPART CORPGardena CallI 90249 100 Oregon St
Wheels EI Segundo CallI
APPLIANCE INDUSTRIES Mulholland suspension components
23920 South Vermont Ave exhaust systems
Harbor City CallI 90710
Wheels exhaust headers

MALLORY ELECTRIC CORP
1801 Oregon St

AUTO WORLD Carson City Nevada 89701
701 North Keyser Ave Ignition components
Scranton Pa 18508 MINILlTE DIVISION
Full Accessory Range Hank Thorp Inc
CAL CUSTOM HAWK 1600 Woodbridge Ave

23011 South Wilmington Ave Boll 201
Carson Calli 90745 Edison N J 08817

Engine est eqUlpm nt full accessory range MIn hfe wheels

DATSUN

ACCESSORY

MANUFACTURERS

13Qb 10

I jlt
41

c
UCI

CANNON INDUSTRIES INC
9073 Washington Blvd
Culver City CallI 90230

Weber carburetor kitS camshafts headers

CRAGAR INDUSTRIES INC
19007 South Reyes Ave

Compton CallI 90221
Wheels

MOON EQUIPMENT CO
10820 South Norwalk Blvd
Sante Fe Springs Calli 90670
Weber carburetors

OFFEN HAUSER SALES CORP
5300 Alhambra Ave

Los Angeles CallI 90032
Intake manifolds

SHELBY INTERNATIONAL INC
4530 Braztl St
Los Angeles CallI 90039
Wheels tires

STEWART WARNER CORP
1826 Dlversey Parkway
Chicago III 60614
Instruments

SUN ELECTRic CORP
3011 East Route 176
Crystal Lake III 60014
Instruments

THUNDERBIRD PRODUCTS
1870018800 Susana Road
Compton CallI 90221
Exhaust headers

U S MAGS
2120 West 15th St
Long Beach CallI 98013
Wheels

WEIAND INTERNATIONAL
2316 San Fernando Rd

Ball 65977
Los Angeles CallI 90065
Intake manifolds Dellorto carburetors
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